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Aloha, HonorableCity Council ChairApo and Members,this testimonyis submittedin support
ofBill 16 (2009),CD2, theoriginal onepassedby thebudgetcommittee;andopposenewly
proposedBill 16 (2009),CD2, FD1 (versionA) and Bill 16 (2009),CD2, FD1 (VersionB);

HHCTP (Honolulu High CapacityTransitProject)began2’/2 yearsago,basedonOrdinance07-
001 wherethecity administrationwasauthorizedto moveforwardon theLocallyPreferred
Alternativeof afixedguidewaysystemto be fundedby thesurchargeof generalexciseanduser
tax togetherwith anyavailablefederal,state,orprivateavenues.While thecity hasbeenactively
andearnestlyseekingfederal fundingwith someconcreteresults(FTA hasalreadyallocatedfor
HHCTP $15,190,000,in FY2008 Section5309New StartsProgram,and$19,800,000in revised
FY2009Section5309New StartsProgram),it will takeconsiderableamountoftime to secure
additionalandanticipatedfull federaland otherfunding,andlong timeto build thesystem.
However,theprojectshouldneverthelessmoveforwardto servetheurgentneedofHawaiian
peopleandvisitors without delay. It couldbedonebecausewehavealreadysecuredsolid local
funding in thetax surcharge,andcanstartwith thebuilding ofasystemwith moderateoperating
lengthunderthecurrentfinancialrestraints;and extendit to thefull orevenlonger lengths(such
asto LFH, Waikiki, Salt Lake, etc. with thearrival ofadditionalfunding. HHCTP is a long term
project,we shouldnot rule out thereceiptof multiple FTA allocationsandsupportsfrom other
agenciessuchas DoEsuchasusingsustainableenergyto powerthe system.Whatwe call
systemis the integratedsystemincludingoperatingsystem(vehicle,control,communication,
powerandenergy,farecollection ...), fixed facilities (maintenance,storage...), guideways,
stations,etc. notjust an isolatedpartsuchas theso-called“segmentof guidewaygoingnowhere”.
It will be usefulto servethepeopleevenif without additionalextramuralfunding.

Thereforewe supportthecity administration’snewefforts in budgetingandmovingforwardthe
projectwith theissuanceofRFPs(Requestfor Proposals)for opencompetitionto selectcore
operatingsystemandfixed facilities contractorssuchasmaintenanceyards,etc Accordingto
thetime schedule,all contractorswill beselectedby earlynextyearandNoticesto Proceedwill
likely be issuedin thefiscalyearfrom 7-1-2009to 6-30-2010. Therewill be a lot work to do
which needsmoney.We supportBill 16, FD2 for thispurpose.Obviously thearbitrary
allocationcutting out in VersionA is uncalledfor in this regard. As to theconditionsincludedin
VersionB; weopposeto it becauseit intendsto postponeor denytheallocationoffund for the
advancementof theprojectfor invalid reasons:(a) This expenditurewould not evencomeoutof
federalfhnding for federalapproval,(b) WhatdoesRecordofDecisionfor theDEIS and
SupplementaryDEIS mean?D(rafl)EIS is only an intermediatesteptowardsF(inal)EIS. (c)
Letterof No Prejudiceon what? (d) Therehavebeenplenty ofopportunitiesfor the
neighborhoodsto voicetheirconcernsandtheyknow how; why wastingtax payers’precious
moneyto contractwith “non-profit organization”?

Mahalo,arid respectililly.
Ticnn~Fang
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