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CITY COUNCIL MEETING
June10,2009

CITY CLERK
Subject Bill 16 HONOLULU, HAWAII

ChairmanandMembersof theCouncil, goodmorning,

My nameis UrsulaRetherfordandI testiQ,’againstBill 16. I believeit is imprudentand
irresponsibleto segmenttheproposedrail routeandplanto build the6.5 mile sectionfrom
Kapoleito Waipahuwithout theassuranceof federalfunds.To taketherisk thatwemayendup
paying locally for theonebillion+, andmanybillions moreif we alsojeopardizefederalfunding
for therestof theproject,is fiscally irresponsibleandunconscionable.This is my money,and
that of all othertaxpayers,that you aregamblingwith. I amnot agamblerand neithershouldyou
be,especiallynotwith otherpeople’smoney.

Forthoseofyou who usetheexcuseto votefor this bill becauseyou madecampaignpromisesto
supportrail, or thatvoterssaidyesto rail in November,this is not aboutkilling rail, although
giventhefinancialrealitiesit shouldbe killed. This is abouthonoringthetrustof thosewho
votedyes,theirtrust that you would moveaheadresponsibly,andavoidexposingtaxpayersto
unacceptable,unaffordablefinancialrisks.

The excusethat we might losefederalfunds if we don’t showourresolveto thefedsby starting
theprojectsoon,is outrightdisingenuous.Thefeds,especiallygiventhescarcityandfierce
competitionfor funds for themaintenanceof older transitsystems,might just aslikely conclude
that ignoringtheirrequirementsfor funding is a signthatwedon’t needtheirhelpat all.

Theotherexcuse,that if we don’t hunyup and usethemoneyaccumulatedfrom theGET
surcharge,theState,thebogeyman,will comeandrobtusof it. Let’s themtry. Jamnot
concemed.In my opinion,all of thesearelameexcuses,thatfor one reasonor another,are aimed
at circumventing dueprocess.

Whathappenedto theMayor’spromiseof lastNovemberwhenhe said “we won’t begin
constructionwithout aRecordof Decision”? I rely on you to stopthedeceptionsolong
associatedwith this rail project,andaskthemayorto keephis promise.

In summary,no local fundsshouldbe encumbereduntil all requirementsof theEIS, andpossibly
a supplementalEIS, havebeencompletedto thesatisfactionof thefederalauthoritiesandthe
RecordofDecisionhasbeenissuedby ETA assuringusof federalfunding. PleasevoteNo on
this Bill.
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