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From: Lum Lee, Christopher [clum.lee@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2009 8:36 AM

To: ..,-ni rn
a

Subject: Council Meeting Testimony (6/10/2009)

To theHonoluluCity Council,

I amnot speakingtodayasamemberof thePearlCity NeighborhoodBoardor in anyothercapacityother
thanmespeakingfor myselfI amin strongoppositionofBill 15,but I do supportversionA of this bill because
theOffice of EconomicDevelopmentwill not begiven the$100,000.Letmeexplainwhy I don’t think weneed
anOffice of EconomicDevelopment-let alonegiving theMayormoneyto go and“promotetourism”. Why do
weneedthis office if theStatealreadyhasDBEDT andtheHawaii TourismAuthority?Do not let the
administrationfool you into thinking that the(City) Office of EconomicDevelopmentis promotingeconomic
development-it’s an atrotiouswasteofour tax dollars! Second,thereasonI opposedgivingmoneyto this office
is becausecertainexecutivesin theCity Administrationhasabadtrackrecordof comingup with ideasto
“promotetourism”- asan example,didn’t theMayoroncewanta six-figurecheckto “promotetourism” by
puffing Hawaii logoson aracecar?I think it is needlessto say,thefiscally prudentthing to do would benot to
give themthat money.

Second,I wantto give an additionalopinionregardingtheRapidTransitDivision’s 44 positions.Every
departmentin the City tookmajorbudgetcutsexceptthis RapidTransitDivision?It’s not evenaDepartment-
it’s aDivision, andtheywant44 positionswhich theyare overpayingin comparisonto theCity Civil Service
counterparts.Why doestheDivision needmorethanoneExecutiveAssistant?Theyshouldn’t! Their EAs (as
listed on aHonoluluAdvertiserarticle) areslatedto makemorethantheirCivil Serviceequivalents.And
anotherthing,why do theyneedaPublic InformationSpecialistAND aPublic InformationOfficer?TheState
DOT has5 peoplewho work in Public Information:2 clerical staff, 2 Information Specialists,andthe
Manager/Spokesperson.Sowhy is it at all justifiable thattheCity’s RapidTransitDivision hasthesepositions
that createsthis thickly-built bureaucracythat is edgingcloseto that oftheStateDOT- which overseesissues
regardingtransportationon a State-level.Again, morewaste!

This is theworstbudgetI haveeverseen,andthis is theworstbudgetthat haseverbeenthrownto you. You
maycall it pork,but I outright call it theburningof ourtax dollars,I don’t carehowtheAdministrationwants
to try to sugarcoatit! Wesimply cannotafford to be throwingmoneydownabottomlessholeright now where
wedon’t evenknow wheretheprogressis attheendofthis rainbow! To thoseofyouwho havesaid that you
want to helpmakeHonolulu abetterplacefor thechildren,hereis thechanceto do it. ProtectourCity from this
Administrationfor onemoreyear.

Thankyou,

/s/ Chris LumLee

ChristopherLumLee

*Board Secretary/Treasurer;Chair: Legislativeand CapitalImprovementProgramsCommittee

PearlCity NeighborhoodBoardNo. 21
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