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The Honorable Todd Apo, Chair
And Members of the City Council
Honoclulu City Council
530 South King Street, Room 202
Honelulu, HI 96813
RE:  Support for FY 10 Budget for the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development
Bill 15 CD2 Executive Operating Budget
Dear Chair Apo and fellow City Council members:
As Senior Vice President [or Starwood Hotels & Resorts in Hawaii, Turge you to support
the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development and especially, the proposed increase in
the FY 10 budget for tourism support.
Tourism, our number one industry, is in a crisis mode and 1t is imperative that leadesship
eforts be made now to revive and maintain the industry. Reducing public funding for
tourism marketing will be unthinkable for the next several years because tourism
marketing is an mvestment in jobs, future tax revenues, and economic well being for
everyone in the state.
We strongly support Mayor Hannemann's proposal to work with the visitor industry and
our neighbor island county mayors to establish a statewide special tourism marketing
fund to help accelerate Hawail’s econcmic recovery. Mayor Hannemana has already
secured $100,000 from a local hank to incresse Honolulu's contribution to the effort and
will work to raise additional funds. This special fund will support programs like an all
Hawail County Mayors West Coast campaign to boost visitor arrivals [rom our jargest
source markets on the West Coast. Stmilar promotions in the past have proven to be
successful in generating a surge of bookings.
We urge you to support this project and thank you for your continued support for the
tourism industry during these challenging limes.
Aloha,
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Keith Vieira _
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