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Mr. Todd Apo, Chair
HonoluluCity Council C
City Council Chamber,City Hall Ic, .~ 2
530 S. King Street .4

Honolulu,Hawaii 96813
t

DearChairmanApo andHonorableCouncil Members,

Pleaseacceptthis testimonysupportingapprovalof only Version“A” of Bill 16, CD2,
FD1. My commentsare limited to the item titled Project2007005,“Honolulu High
CapacityTransitProject.

I havevacationedin Hawaii andhavealsopassedthroughyourbeautiful stateon military
travel. I haveenjoyedthe variousislandsby airline travelandby cruiseship andI always
hopeto return. Hawaii is oneofthemostbeautifulstatesin theUSA andI believeoneof
themostbeautifulareasin theworld. It would bea shameto havethat quality decreased
by an obtrusivetransitsystemthat createsconsiderablenoisepollution and unnecessarily
mars thosewonderful views. Althoughsaferthanautomobiletravel, steelrail systemsin
generalcreateadditional hazardsfor pedestriansand commuterswhich simply do not
applyto newertechnologiesthat areavailabletoday.

Based on my own investigationsof mass transit technology in general and elevated
systemsin particular, I have determinedthat elevatedmaglevand or monorail systems
are greatly superiorto elevatedsteelrail systems. More importantly, modernstraddle
beammonorail systemshavecarriedhundredsof millions ofpassengerswithout a single
fatality in otherpartsof theworld. Thedesignofbothmonorailandmaglevtechnologies
resultin extremelyquiet vehicleswhichdo not disturbtheadjacentpropertiesand do not
detractfrom thenaturalbeautyof yourcity andstate.

I agreethat an elevatedsystem is necessaryfor safety and efficiency. However, a
monorailhasonly a relatively slenderguide beamand with pylonsthat can be over 100
feetapart. Thenaturalviews from groundlevel arenot blockedand the designofmany
monorail systemscanbe quite modernand pleasant. By contrast,elevatedsteel rail
systemsrequire massive concrete roadwaysand larger pylons placed much closer
togethersimplyto supportthe additionalweight ofthe heaviersteelwheelrail cars. The
constantnoise of steelwheels on steel rails would also be a continual irritant to your
constituents.

The infrastructure chosen for your system will be expectedto last 100 years. I
recommendthat you reviewthe EIS statementfor this project and considertechnology
which hasa muchlower environmentalimpact and also costsmillions of dollars less to
implement and to operateand maintain. Monorail systemrevenuecan pay for their
O&M costs. Steelrail systemswill alwaysrequireapermanentpublic subsidy.
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It might be appropriateto explain my investigationinto monorail technology. While
working for the Los AngelesCountyFlood Control District, I becameconcernedabout
theproposedcostsof$170Million dollarspermile for surfacerail implementationandof
$518 Million dollars per mile for subwayconstruction. With abackgroundin the civil
engineeringtechnicianseriesandin eminentdomainright of wayacquisition,I waswell
awareofthe advantageofusing theexisting 500 miles of flood channelcorridors, where
appropriate,ratherthanacquiringnewrightsofway.

I submittedaproposalto theLos AngelesCountyBoardofSupervisorson this useandin
return the Board requesteda feasibility study performedby the Departmentof Public
Works which supportedthe concept. I am continuingto investigateusing other public
rights ofway to form a completenetworkofmasstransitcorridors.

In a relatedinvestigation I becamefamiliar with various monorail manufacturersand
their technical capabilities. I would suggest that you review the brochure (which is
availablefor downloadat www.metrail.com)from theMetrail company. Their systemis
selfpropelled and eliminatesthe need for an expensiveelectrical distribution facility.
TheMetrail technologyis alsoveryenvironmentallycorrect.

I do not representany monorail companyand I havenot beenengagedto preparethis
comment. Following retirementI formedATCon, LLC to perform advancedtechnology
consultingand I was also appointedas TechnologyEvaluationOfficer of The Monorail
Society.

I have studiedaerial views of your lovely island and I have locatedcorridors that I
believewould be suitablefor masstransit, airportconnections,and astourist attractions.
It would bea shameto ignore theopportunityto improvetheinfrastructureofyourisland
in ways that actuallyadd to the desirabilityof the area. Pleaseconsiderreopeningthe
EnvironmentalImpact Statementand including the most modernand most appropriate
technologyfor your system. This is especially important when this technology also
appearsto be theleastintrusiveand leastexpensivealternative.

At Your Service

BrianC. Brooks,CEO
ATCon, LLC
1152Via VerdeAve., Suite 167
SanDimas,CA 91773
brianc.brooks@verizon.net


