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TheHonorableTodd Apo, Chair CO

And Membersof theCity Council = S
HonoluluCity Council CO

530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,HI 96813

CO

DearChairApo andMembersoftheCity Council:

Subject: Supportfor FY10Budgetfor theMayor’s Office of
EconomicDevelopment
Bill 15 CD2 ExecutiveOperatingBudget

My nameis EdHubennetteandI leadMarriottHawaii Resortsherein
Hawaii.

Onbehalfofmyselfandthemorethan3800associateswhowork with
meat Marriott I wantto expressour supportfor theMayor’s Office of
EconomicDevelopmentandin particular,theproposedincreasein the
FY10budgetfor tourismsupport.

Our economyis in aseriousrecession.Tourism,ournumberone
industry,is in a crisismodeandit is imperativethat leadershipefforts
bemadenow to reviveandmaintainthe industryasmuchandas
quickly aspossible.Seventypercentofall thejobs in Hawaii areeither
directly or indirectly relatedto tourismandweneedto urgentlygetout
into ourkeymarketsandsell.

Reducingpublic finding for tourismmarketingwill beunthinkablefor
thenextseveralyears,regardlessof thesearchfor waysto find money
duringthesehardtimes. Thatis becausetourismmarketingis an
investmentin jobs, future tax revenues,andeconomicwell beingfor
everyonein thestate.
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