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GoodmorningChair Garciaandmembersof the BudgetCommittee:

My nameis David Henkin, andI currentlyserveas Chairof the Kahalu’uNeighborhood
BoardNo. 29. I appreciatetheopportunityto offer thistestimonyregardingBill 16 (2009),CD
I, as well as the amendmentsproposedin CD2.

On behalfof the Kahalu’uNeighborhoodBoard,I stronglyurgethe Council to includein
the FY2OIO executivecapitalbudgettwo projectsthatarelongstandingcommunitypriorities:
(1) a Kahalu’uPedestrianandBicycle NetworkCirculationStudy ($140,000plan+ $10,000
design);’ and(2) landscapingandsidewalk improvementsto Waihe’eRoad($30,000plan+
$30,000design).2 During thepreviousbudgetingprocess,the BoardhadrequestedCIP funding
forthesetwo projectsfor the currentfiscal year,but, unfortunately,theywerenot includedin the
final budget.At its November12, 2008meeting,the Boardonceagainidentified theseprojects
asthehighestprioritiesfor the comingyear’sCIP budget.

Thereis strongcommunitysupportfor bothprojects,which werelistedas priorities in the
Kahalu’uCommunityMasterPlan,acollaborativeeffort involving the City andCountyof
Honolulu that receivedsubstantialinputandsupportfrom the community. TheMasterPlan
identifiesthesetwo projectsas importantto increasingtransportationsafetyandimproving
circulationwithin theKahalu’ucommunity.

It is particularlyimportant to moveforwardwith thesetwo projectsnow thatthe Kahalu’u
RegionalParkhasbeencompleted. In our rural community,therearefew saferoutesfor keiki to
get to the parkon foot or bicycle,and,thus,mostpark usershaveto travel by car. Improving
pedestrianandbicyclecirculation — agoalof both projects—is keyto reducingthetraffic that
plaguesourcommunity,as well as to promotinghealthierlifestylesfor our keiki.

Pleasenotethatthe StateLegislaturehasincludedin the budgetfor fiscal year2009-2010
$1.35million for designand constructionof multi-usepathsalongKahekili Highway(from the

‘This projectinvolvespreparationof a planningfeasibility studyandpreliminarydesign
for apedestriangreenwaynetwork throughKahalu’u, including: (12) aconnectionbetween
Waihe’eRoadandWailehuaRoadalongeitherAhilamaRoador throughWaihe’eMarsh;and
(2) along Waihe’eStreamandKa’alaeaStream.

2 Theseimprovementswould distinguishWaihe’eRoadas the primaryroutealong

Kahalu’u’scivic coreanddevelopa safepedestrianandbicycleenvironment.

DEPT. COM. 392

B



intersectionwith KamehamehaHighway to the intersectionwith HaikuRoad)andalong
KamehamehaHighway(from the intersectionwith KahekiliHighway to the intersectionwith
Waihe’eRoad). Fundingthe Kahalu’uPedestrianandBicycle NetworkCirculationStudyand
the improvementsto Waihe’eRoadwould perfectlycomplementthe State’sefforts, providingan
uninterrupted,saferoute for our keiki, kupuna,andothermembersof our communityto get out
of their carsandwalk, run or bicycleall the way from Haiku Roadto WailehuaRoad.

Mahalofor the opportunityto offer thistestimony.


