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TO: The HonorableNestorR. Garcia,Chair, BudgetCommittee

The HonorableGaryH. Okino, Vice Chair,BudgetCommittee
The HonorableDukeBainum,CommitteeMember
The HonorableCharlesK. Djou, CommitteeMember
The HonorableRod Tam,CommitteeMember

RE: SPECIALBUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 18, 2009
9:00 AM, COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM
BILL 15, CD1 EXECUTIVE OPERATINGBUDGET & PROGRAM

To theHonorableNestorGarciaandMembersof the BudgetCommittee:

My nameis SarahRichardsandI’m presidentof the Hawaii TheatreCenterand I’m pleased
to havetheopportunityto testify in supportof the restitutionof the budgetfor the Mayor’s
Office of Culture andthe Arts in Bill 15, CDI.

As we all know, thefiscal crisis hashit all businessesandmostparticularly impactsnon-profits
thatdepend,as in ourcase,on 65% of our supportfrom the public andprivatesectorsto
survive. The $75,000whichtheCity andCountyhasawardedto theTheatrehasa multiplier
effect of allowing us to operate,presentshowsandattractions,andcontributesto the general
economy.

Therestorationof theMOCA budgetwill havea direct bearingon the Hawaii Theatre,and
will allow us to continueto operateanddeliver programsfor over 100.000Oahuresidentsand
visitors annually,5,000public schoolstudentsand50 localnon-profitperformingartsand
civic organizations.

TheHawaii Theatrehasbeenin a longpartnershipwith theCity andCountyof Honolulu
addressingnot only the preservationof a cultural landmarkin downtownHonolulu,
Providingthe second-largestperformancevenuein the State,offering a wide arrayof
attractions,but very specificallyservingas thecatalystfor theeconomicandcultural
revitalizationof Downtown/Chinatown.
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Useof the City fundsarevital componentsin helpingus to keepthe doorsopen,providing
employmentfor local artistsandprovidesafacility widely usedby manyorganizationsto
presentHawaiianshows,ballet, children’sprograms,Broadwayentertainment,classicalmusic
andplays.

The Theatreis very fiscally conservativeandhasoperatedin a prudentmannersince
reopeningin 1996. Recently,we wererecognizedby theNon-ProfitFinanceFund,an
organizationwhich analyzesnon-profit financialoperationsandnotedthat theTheatrewas a
modelfor others.

I thankyou for restoringtheMOCA budget,asit will allow our lights to shinebrightly as we
greatlyenhancethe economicandcultural life our ourgreatcity.

Thankyou very muchfor your consideration.
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SarahM. Richards
President
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