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MONDAY, MAY 18, 2009,9:00 A.M.
SPECIALMEETING

COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM

OPPOSE ONE PORTION OF BILL 16(2009),CD1 - EXECUTIVE CAPITAL BUDGET AND
PROGRAM. “Approving the ExecutiveCapital Budget and Program for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2009to
June30, 2010”.

Aloha HonorableCouncilmembers,

AdvocatesFor ConsumerRightsis aHonolulu-basedorganizationof informed consumerswith an active

communicationdatabaseof some25,000statewidemembersof all political persuasions.In orderto remain

impartial andnonpartisanon the manyimportantpublic-policyissueswith which we haveworkedduring the

past15 years,we raiseno moneyandareall volunteers.

We takeno positionon the manyotheritemson this budgetnowbeforeyou, but we stronglyopposethe

proposed$1,077,232,000,budget item for the “Honolulu High Capacity Transit Project”. We havetaken

this position for severalreasons:

While we do supportmasstransit, webelievethat thecurrenttransitplanas proposedis far-tooexpensive,far-

too visually intrusive,andout of proportionto the existingscaleof Honolulu’s buildingsand view plane. We

believethereareotheralternativesbeingproposedthat areworthy of your consideration--before locking the

taxpayerson Honolulu County into a literal bottomlesspit of debtservice,andoperations& maintenancecosts.

Pleasedo the math; the per-personcostgoing forward. We sincerelybelievethat given the currentinternational

economicsituation,a decisionto proceedwith suchan extravagantprojectholdsthegreatpotentialto literally
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bankruptthe County. While such a scenariomight takeseveralyearsto manifest,unlessone is planningto

moveoff island, the ramificationsfor your supportingvotetodaycouldcomebackto hauntusall

All concernedmust surely know that the current Environmental Impact Statementhasbeen rushed

through the processand win likely be challengedin court before one shovelhasbeen lifted. Surely you

recall therecentSuperFerrydebacle,whichwill likely wind up in anothercostly court fight before it is all pau.

To beginto hire staffandsolicit constructionbidsfor thismassiveprojectat this point is folly. Theapprovalof

the EISmustcomefirst. beforeyoufundconstructionor hire costlystaff

It is alsoclearthat the City’s real-propertytaxpayerswill be funding rail by payingthe intereston the Slbillion

in GeneralObligationbondsandthe real-propertytaxpayerswill no-doubtbe calleduponto makeup any

shortfallsin the GET collectionsimply becausethereis no othersourceof revenuefor suchanenormous

project. At best,Honolulu’s taxpayerswill haveto somehowfund as muchas 60% of theproject’stotal

constructioncosts plus the operationandmaintenanceafter the fact. Is thisthe gamblethatyou arewilling to

takewith your ftiture; our futures?

We do support the partially-at-grade systemnow being presentedby the American Institute of

Architects-Honolulu and would strongly suggestthat the plan be consideredbefore you commit

Honolulu’s taxpayersto an irrevolkable course of action fraught with the possibility of court challenges,

such massiveconstructionscosts,and all the rest, While the AlA proposal could eventuallycost as much, it

would serve far-more communitieson the island, be lessenvironmentally damaging, and have a more

acceptablevisual impact than thenow-proposedall-elevatedrail system. The very idea of concretebunker-

like stations one-half the length of a football field and three stories high seemsludicrous for Honolulu

with all of its lovely view planesand scenic wonders. It’s important to remember that it was the massive,

out-of-scalefootprint that killed rail transit the last time and this occurred oncethe generalpublic came

to understand the sheermassand size of the project. Pleasedo not let this happenagain. Slow this project

down until we can arrive at a compromise that doesnot destroy one of the remaining reasonsthat so many

visitors cometo Honolulu in the fir stplace.

Sincerely,

GeorgeFox
ScottFoster
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