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Testimony in oppeosition to the passing of the capital budget, regarding
the
transit project funding

To the Chair and Members of the City Council Budget Committee

Pleage take a long, careful lcok at the way the budget, if passed, is
moving
the transit project along with no committed federal funds in sight.

As you must realize, the local money heing raised for the project is
well

below estimates, and if you pass this budget out, without having encugh
local funds to pay for the rail preoject, you must once agaln raise
taxes.

Remember, when the public voted in favor of the steel-on-steel train,
they

did so with the promise that taxes would not need to be raised anymore
to

build it. We were shown chart after chart of how the funding was there
to

cover the cost of the $5+ billion project.

The federal money was always part of that equation.

Are you really prepared to begin to fund the transit project using only
local money, a move that may well jecopardize our ever getting a dime of
federal funding?

Are yeou really willing to break a whole lot of promises that were made
to

the public about the funding of this heavy rail project, promises that
influenced many votersg?

Please put in the budget a provigion that protects the local taxpayers
from
having to fund this project without federal dollars.

MISC. COM. 1036




&s cur representatives, it ig your responsibility to make gure the
public is
not mislead any further regarding the funding of this massive project.

We've had enough promises; now we need leadership.



