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April 10,2009

CouncilmanTodd Apo
CouncilChair
Honolulu City Council
530 SouthKing St
Honolulu, HI 96813

DearCouncilmanApo:

On behalfof IkebanaInternationalHonolulu Chapter56, I amwriting to urgeyou to
restoreproposedbudgetcutsto the Mayor’s Office of Culture andtheArts. Our
organizationrecentlyworkedwith MOCA to organize“Splendorsof Ikebana,” a
highly successfulfloral exhibit at HonoluluHale,whichshowcasedthe ancient
Japaneseart of ikebanaor flower arranging. Accordingto theevaluationsand
commentswereceivedfrom theover1,000peoplewho attended,the exhibitwas a
resoundingsuccessandhelpedto raisecommunityawarenessaridappreciationof
thisancientJapaneseart form.

Thoughthe assistanceof MOCA our chapterhasbeenableto offer Splendorsof
Ikebanafor the last four yearsfor thepublic to enjoy. We arepleasedto have
establishedthis partnershipwith theCity thathashelpedto promoteanappreciation
of cultureandthe artsin our community. In a time whenthe economyis suffering
andpeoplearefacing manychallenges,it is importantto supportthearts,whichcan
uplift our spiritsevenduringdifficult times.

We understandthat in the last fewyearsMOCA hasawardedmorethan$1.5million
for variousartsprogramsin our community. Thesefunds, in turn, havecreated
employmentopportunitiesandculturalprogramsthathaveenrichedthe life of our
city. We askthatyoucontinueto supportculture andthearts in our communityby
maintainingfundinglevelsfor MOCA andrestoringanyproposedbudge!cuts~
Thankyoufor your consideration.

Sincerelyyours,

.&ja~f
BetteT. Uyeda

President
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