
P0Box 3255
Honolulu,Hawaii 96801
February9, 2009

TheHonorableCharlesDjou, Chair — C)

andMembersof theExecutiveMattersCommittee m
HonoluluHale 711
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

DearChairDjou andCouncilmembers:

Re: Resolution09-08Relatingto theNominationofCarrieK.S, Okinagaas
CorporationCounsel

I submitthiswritten testimonyin strongsupportoftheconfirmationof Ms.
Okinagafor asecondtermastheCity’s CorporationCounsel. TheDepartmentofthe
CorporationCounselandtheCity areextremelyfortunateto haveanattorneywith the
distinguishededucationalqualifications,legal experience,professionalismandbreadthof
insightto servein this position. IspeakasaDeputyCorporationCounselwith a long
tenurein theDepartmentandwho nowservesasprimaryadvisorto theCity Council and
this Committee. Ms. Okinagastrivesfor a high level ofprofessionalismin ouroffice led
by herexample,expectingfrom theattorneysno lessthanshedemandsofherself. Ms.
Okinagahaspursuedchangesin theDepartmentto improvethequality of legal serviceto
all of ourCity-clients,to improvetheefficiencyofofficepractices,hasstressedthe
importanceofcontinualtrainingandhasafford attorneysandstafftheopportunityfor
training in-houseandotherwise,andis quick to recognizeandexpressher appreciation
for theeffortsof attorneysandstafffor work in legal mattersaswell asthemyriadof
City-relatedactivitiesundertakenby theDepartmentin thecourseofyear.

Ms. Okinagais evermindflul of identifying andevaluatingthepotentialethical
conflicts designedby ourcharterto restin ourDepartment.Ms. Okinagaendeavorsto
providethebestlegal adviceto ourCouncil-clientsfrom attorneysin theDepartment
with thegreatestspecializedtrainingandexperiencein thesubjectmatterarea,andto do
so withoutviolating ourethicalstandardsofprofessionalconduct. In my opinion
providingqualitylegal servicesto all our City-clientscanonly beaccomplishedbyone
who is evervigilant ofthepotentialconflictsandfilly acceptingofthenatureofthe
conflict placedin theofficeby charter-design.

I respectfullyurgeyou to supportthenominationofMs. OkinagaastheCity’s
CorporationCounsel.

Sincerely,

DianeKawauchi
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