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The American Planning Association, Hawaii Chapter (APA Hawaii) is a
www.hawascapa.org professional organization dedicatedto practicing and advocating for good

planning. Both our national organization and the local chapter have a
longstandinginterestand expertisein TransitOrientedDevelopment(TOD) as
part of our professionalpractice. Usedwisely, TOD ordinancesandprograms
canbe oneof the mostsignificantwaysto shapecity form towardsefficient and
sustainablepatternsof living. Our membership,consistingof membersfrom
public agencies,academia,andprivateconsultingpractice,areeagerto be part
of TOD planning in the communitywherewelive andpractice.

Our commentson Bill 10 CD I CD2 are providedbelow. We stand ready to
work with you for successfulimplementation.

• Good TOD starts with good planning, and good planning starts with
community involvement. Thus, we applaud the featuresof Bill 10 which
requirecommunity-involvedplanning, but we ask that you return deleted
materialregardinghaving an inclusive,openprocess.

• Theplanning that has goneon for Waipahuis a start,APA Hawaii cautiOns
againstcombining too many stations into a single effort. We urge greater
participationand outreachto landowners,largeandsmall,and to operators
andmanagersof condominiums,shoppingareasandinstitutional facilities.

• There is nothing cookie cutterabout TOD. Eachneighborhoodis unique
andTOD needsto supportandbesensitiveto eachuniquecontext.

• We urge that the TOD plans include not just the land use types, height,
density and subdivision requirements,but all the elements of a safe
pedestrianenvironmentbetweenthe station and the environ of the major

landuses. As things now stand,thereis a jurisdictional gapwhenit comes
to the walking environsthat connect thestationsto the community, a gap

h founded in 1962, the betweenthe station planning by the City Departmentof Transportation
m:mb~r5ind Services(DTS) and the TOD planningby the City Departmentof Planning

planning officials, public and Permitting (DPP) consultants. Should a Transit Authority move
and private sector planners, . . ,

and communityadvocates, forward,we urgethat the planninggap befilled by assigningresponsibility
on the major islands for this area to the Transit Authority. Bill 10 meanwhileshould assign

across the state
streetscapeplanning to theTOD Plans,andto DPPunlessor until a Transit
Authority is in a position to takeover.
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nana mai ke ola • APA Hawaii supportsthe amendmentthat TOD plans be consistentwith
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MISC. COM. 1565

EM



HonorableAnn Kobayashi,Chair
Testimonyon Bill 10, CDI, CD 2
July29,2008

• APA Hawaii considersSection 5 (c) on parking to be too prescriptive. Details regarding
parkingarevery importantandshouldbe akey considerationin the areaplanning.

• APA Hawaii recommendsthat Section 5 (h) allowing hotelsbe removed. Experiencehas
shown that for financial success,hotels should only be allowed in designatedtourism
districts and downtown or central businessdistricts that through critical masscan sustain
support facilities including restaurants,entertainmentand transportation. A blanket
allowanceof free-standinghotelsat transitstopsis notgood planning.

• APA Hawaii doesnot supportthe provisionmandatingestablishmentof a specialdistrict at
transit stationsafter January1, 2010 whereno plan hasbeenadopted.Specialdistrictsarea
planning tool for implementinga plan, not an across-the-boardform of default zoning.
Furthermore,we do not believethat DPPhas the funding to hire consultantsfor 34 plans
OR thestaffing to managesuchan ambitiousundertaking.This is an artificial deadline,one
thatwhile perhapswell meant,will ultimatelyback-fire.

• APA Hawaii doesnot supporthaving the developersandlandownersconductandprepare
the neighborhoodplans. Rather, their participation along with other stakeholdersis
stronglyurged,asstatedabove.

• APA Hawaii stronglyrecommendsthat the TOD Plansbelongin the planningandzoning
section (Chapter21) of the RevisedOrdinancesof Honolulu (ROH), and urges the City
Council to ensurethat preparation,review and adoptionproceduresfollow the Land Use
Ordinance(LUO) amendmentprocessthat is in placenow.

Finally, given that the political seasonis in full swing with rail asa central issue of contention,
werecommenddeferral of this bill until after thefall elections.TOD is too importantto beeither
apolitical football or to bedecidedduring this contentiousperiodof time.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. We will continue to participate in this important
subject.
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