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May 12, 2008

Chair Kobayashi and Members of the Executive Matters Committee,

At the meeting on January,8, 2008 Meeting of the Waikiki NeighborhoodBoard the majority of
membersvoted to opposeResolution07- 379 which relatesto term limits for NeighborhoodBoard
members.

If thebasicphilosophybehind termlimits is that “power corruptsandthat electedofficials needto be
restrained,lest they becometoo entrenched,the first point that needsto be emphasized in terms of
differentiatingtheNeighborhoodBoardsfrom otherelectedofficials is that the NeighborhoodBoards
have NO POWER. They are ADVISORY only and servemerely as a soundingboard for community
concernswhich canthenbe relayedto appropriateofficials. Forthat reason,thebasicrationalefor term
limits hasno applicability to NeighborhoodBoards.It would makeno moresenseto establisha rulethat
no citizen couldserveon a Task Force or be a memberof a community organizationfor a periodin
excessoftenyears.

TheothermajordifferencebetweentheNeighborhoodBoardsandotherelectedoffice holdersis thatthe
NeighborhoodBoardsarecomposedof volunteercitizenswho meet merely once per month and are
uncompensated.Perhapsat the level of a Mayoror Governoror the City Council wheremembersserve
in a full time capacity,andreceivelargeamountsofcampaigncontributionsandmakemajor decisions
affectingthe lives of averagecitizens,theremay be a legitimatebasisfor term limits. It is noteworthy of
course that even at the state legislature, there are no term limits for State Senatorsor State
Representatives.In any event, thosefactorsarenotpresentand it makesno sensewhatsoeverto impose
termlimits on themembersofNeighborhoodBoards.

The otherconsiderationis that thereis oftena shortageof well qualifiedcommunityresidentswho even
expressinterestin servingon the Neighborhood Boards . Some Boardsare so shorthandedthat they
literally areunableto fill their allotted seatsand may not evenhave a quorumto conductbusiness.
Surely this proposalwould negatively impact some Boards. Speakingfor Waikiki, we have several
memberswho are currently in their seventhyear or moreof serviceand it would be unfortunateif the
communitywere to lose their valuableservicebecauseof artificially imposedterm limits. While the
NeighborhoodCommissionReportspokeof eoncemsrelatingto entrenchmentat someBoards,that has
certainlynot beenourexperience.We havean openboardwhich operateson aconsensusbasisand has
very good relationswith and support from the community. Speakingfor our Baird, we wish to go on
recordassayingthat thesystemis not brokenand etheris no needto fix it. —
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RobertJ. Finley
Chair
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