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RESOLUTION

REQUESTING THE OAHU CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY TO WORK WITH STATE
AGENCIES AND PRIVATE SECTOR TOURISM AND TRANSPORTATION
ASSOCIATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS TO COORDINATE AND IMPROVE
COMMUNICATIONS DURING TIMES OF EMERGENCY AND DISRUPTIONS IN
AIRPORT OPERATIONS.

WHEREAS, at approximately 7:10 am. on Sunday, October 15, 2006, the
Hawaiian Islands experienced an earthquake reported at a magnitude of 6.6 on the
Richter scale, with its epicenter located a few miles northwest of the Big Island’s Kohala
coast, followed by a number of aftershocks, the largest of which measured 5.8 on the
Richter scale; and

WHEREAS, on Oahu the earthquake triggered an island-wide electrical power
outage which, for most Hawaiian Electric Company customers, lasted for more than 12
hours; and

WHEREAS, the effects of the electrical power outage affected the operations at
the Honolulu International Airport (HIA), where many out-bound flights were significantly
delayed; and

WHEREAS, news of the disruption of operations at HIA did not reach many
departing airline passengers, and as a result, many passengers checked out of their
hotels, boarded buses and taxis, and were dropped off at the HIA; and

WHEREAS, visitor and transportation industry operators were caught in the
same confusion experienced by visitors in and around Waikiki and were uncertain
whether departing airline passengers should remain in Waikiki or go to the airport to
await their flights; and

WHEREAS, had visitor and transportation industry organizations and
associations been contacted in a timely manner about the disruption of operations at
HIA, the confusion, discomfort and disappointment experienced by airline passengers
could have been mitigated; and

WHEREAS, if all hotel and visitor accommodation operators and private
transportation and taxicab companies on Oahu are able to receive timely notification
through their organizations and associations when operations at HIA are disrupted,
such information could be readily conveyed to visitors; now, therefore,
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RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that the
Oahu Civil Defense Agency is requested to coordinate and improve communications
with state tourism authorities and private visitor and transportation industry
organizations and associations during times of emergency or when operations at
Honolulu International Airport are closed or disrupted; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the clerk transmit a copy of this Resolution to
the president of the Hawaii Transportation Association, the president of the Hawaii Hotel
& Lodging Association, the president of the Hawaii Hotel and Visitor Industry Security
Association, the director of State Civil Defense, the president of the Hawaii Tourism
Authority, the administrator of the Oahu Civil Defense Agency, and the mayor.
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