
March11,2006

HonoluluCity Council
530 S. King Street,Room202 —

Honolulu,Hawaii96813

Thankyou for increasingmy propertytaxes.I readthegreatnewsh~3yt~$gl~t1~i v$a~i.I guessmy 11
letterson propertytax increasewasnot actuallyreadby anyone.SoIefl me,did I understandcorrectlythat only
thehomeowneris responsiblefor theentirecity budget?Anddid my trp \9 i~sc~lcu1atorfrom Wal-Mart
correctlycomputemy newpropertytax?Let’s do themath. $1 ,332,50 4i4ei~fl,fl00.00 equals
$1,332.50times$3.75will giveme$4,996.875in setpropertytaxesWheriiwrote to youbackonDecember
18, 2005,I wastomplainingthatmy newtaxrateof $4,846.88wastoo high. I guessI shouldnothave
complained.I wasbetteroff by $149.99beforeyousetthis newbill into effect.

Forgotwho I at?I’m theonethatlives on astreetwith no sidewalksandto my knowledgeno improvementsin
the last18 years.But I don’t wantany improvements.Thatwouldjust increasemy propertytaxesevenmore.
I’m alsotheonethatlives on a streetthathashadno recentsalesin years.In fact,all theneighborsarethe same
from whenI wasin gradeschool! I just can’tbelievehowmuchwehaveto pay to live hereandweonly usethe
city servicesoncea weekfor trashpickup. Nothingmore.Sendmesomethingthat explainswhatthe city does
for methat I needto paysomuchin propertytaxes.I needaclassin city servicesandexpenses.

I did appealmy tax assessmentandpaidthecity $25.00.I hiredmy ownappraiserandexpectto paycloseto
$800.00for theservices.But I’m still waiting for thecity’s tax appraiserto comeandvisit. I nowthink thatthe
real problemis howthe assessedvalueis computed.I evencalledarealtorto helpwith themostrecentcomps.
Lastsalein theneighborhoodwas$1.1 million but that wasbackin Novemberof 2005somy 2006assessed
valueshouldnot havebeenbasedon that ridiculoussalesprice.And beforethat...nothing!

I own thispropertybecausemy parentsandgrandparentsaredead.If theywerestill alive, wewould at least
havehad thatageexemption.Theincreasefrom $40,000.00to $80,000.00doesnotdo muchwhenyou saythe
propertyis valuedat $1.3 million. And I don’t know anybodywho canaffordahomewith acombinedincome
of$50,000.00or less.How did theyevenqualify forthe loan?

My husbandjustreceiveda60 centspayincrease.Not 28%asthetaxeshavegoneup. Well, actually83%the
first yearwewerehereandnow 28%.Mom wasright, therich getricher,andthepoorgetpoorerandthe
middle classpaysfor everything.I’m goingto assumeyou’re all in therich categoryor somethingmorewould
havebeendoneto helpresidentslike me.

But I mustcongratulateyou on onething.You haveaccomplishedwhatI havetried to do for27 years.My
husbandhasdecidedto vote. I alwaysvotebut he neverdid. He feelseveryonein office musthaveasheputs it,
“their headup theirasses”sonow hewill vote in thenextelectionto getall of the incumbentsout. Goodjob!

I won’t be writing again.It’s obviouslya wasteof time. Like momalwayssaid, “Life is not fair”. I havecome
to realizethatthereis reallynothingyoucando whenit comesto taxesanddeath.We shouldjust behappythat
wehaveahome.If andwhenweareaddedto thehomelesspopulation,I knowthecity will takecareofusby
raisingtaxesto thosewho canafford to paythem.

Justsign melucky I live in Hawaii,
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