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The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz
Chair

Honolulu City Council

Honoluly Hale

530 5. King Street

Honolutu, HI 56813

Subject: Testimeny in support of Bill 17 - RELATING TO A MOTOR VEHICLE WEIGHT
TAX FOR BUSES USED AS TEMPORARY SHELTERS FOR THE HOMELESS.

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz and members of the Honelulu City Councit

Please accept my testmony in stroag support of City Council Bill 17 which seeks 1o reduce
homelessness in the Clty and County of Honolulu by exempting vehicles that are converted into
mobile homeless shelters from the motor vehicle weight tax.

The homeless crisis that exists n our islands is wmacceptable. With over 6,000 men, women, and
children sueffering, we must ke advantage of all available opportunities o provide relief, shelter,
and access 1o training so that Hawali's homeless may transition info safe and stable housing,

Given the recent inclement weather and subseguent flooding and water contamination, 1 strongly
support efforts to shelter those who have lost their homes. This legislation will ke a positive step
towards providing shelter and transport for those who so often are forced to go without,

[ have meet with Utn Langl, the founder and director of the H-3 Project personally and am quite
familiar with the grear work that his organization is doing in our community to alleviate the
challenges of the homeless. Having listened to the compelling arguments of Mr. Langi and
Brother George Lee (of the Chana Family of the Living God), 1 urge you to take this opportunity
to affirm their dedication to serving and advocating for Hewaii's homeless by passing this
important legislation,
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Gary L. Hooge
Hawaii State Senate
7 Senatorial District ~ Kaua'i & Ni'thau
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