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Dear Councilmember Djou:

Subject: Bill 8 (2005) Relating to the Royal Hawaiian Band

Per your request regarding my Administration’s position on Bill 8, I am pleased to offer
the following comments. I believe the qualifications for all members of the Mayor’s cabinet,
including the Royal Hawaiian Band bandmaster should be delineated in the City Charter.

Furthermore, the Corporation Counsel] has advised that an amendment to the City Charter
is required in order to adopt qualifications of a Charter specified department head. Therefore, it
would be prudent for the City Council to defer Bill 8 at this time and submit this proposal in the
form of a Charter amendment to the 2005-2006 Charter Comumission. At the same time, the
Charter Commission can also consider a proposal to amend the duties of the bandmaster, to
include promotion of the band as a historical link to Hawaii's monarchy and history and to
perpetuate Hawaiian music and culture.

With the recent convening of the 2005-2006 Charter Commission, now is the opportune
time for submittal of this matter. The Commission would provide a venue for more widespread

public participation, debate and comment.

Sincerely,
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