
WAIPAHU NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 22

c/o NEIGHBORHOOD COMMISSION  925 DILLINGHAM BOULEVARD, SUITE 160  HONOLULU, HAWAII, 96817

PHONE: (808) 768-3710  FAX: (808) 768-3711  INTERNET: www.honolulu.gov/nco

Oahu’s Neighborhood Board System – Established 1973

DRAFT REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020
FILIPINO COMMUNITY CENTER

CALL TO ORDER – Chair pro-tem Saniatan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. A quorum was established
with 15 members present. Note: This 19-member Board requires 10 members to establish a quorum and to take
official Board action.

Board Members Present – Rito Saniatan, Maureen Andrade, Martin Burke, Jayton Chang, Cory Chun, Connie
Herolaga, Darryl Macha, Richard Oshiro, Randall Sebastian, Chuck Wheatley, John Petriches, Jennifer Cornwell,
Dionisio Guillermo, Kent Jiang, and Cody Rex.

Board Members Absent –Ruffalynne Villanueva, Nelson Sua, Matthew Weyer and Sy Cullen.

Guests – Captain Christopher Powell (Honolulu Fire Department-HFD), Sergeant Matt Fong, Lieutenant Gary
Pascual (Honolulu Police Department – HPD), Deputy Director Ed Manglallan, Department of Facility Maintenance
– DFM, (Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative), Donna Klapakis, Colonel Erik Hilberg (Military Services-599th Army
Transportation Brigade), Deputy Director Morris Atta, Department of Agriculture - HDOA (Governor David Ige’s
Representatives), Senator Clarence Nishihara, Rock Riggs (Senator Mike Gabbard’s Office),), Aaron Ho, Brian
Kanno (Councilmember Ron Menor’s Office), Dion Mesta, Councilmember Brandon Elefante (Councilmember
Elefante’s Office), Johnny Reid (Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit – HART), Patrick Watson (Honua Consulting),
Victor Flynt (Naval Facilities – NAVFAC), Benjamin Credle, Nicole Nomura, Dean Sakamoto, Cuong Tran (SHADE
Institute), Matthew Taufetee, Deanna Espinas (The First Lap), Nathan Chang (Residents and Guests), and Naomi
Hanohano (Neighborhood Commission Office).

INTRODUCTIONS OF BOARD MEMBERS – Those present introduced themselves.

Election of Officers to serve from July 1, 2020 to June 30 2021 – Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer: Chair
Pro Tem Saniatan asked for nominations for officers to serve for the next year.

Andrade moved and Herolaga seconded the motion to retain all current officers, Chair Saniatan, Vice Chair
Chun, Secretary Burke and Treasurer Macha to serve from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021. The motion was
passed by a Unanimous Roll Call Vote 15-0-0 (Aye: Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun, Cornwell, Guillermo,
Herolaga, Jiang, Macha, Oshiro, Petriches, Rex, Saniatan, Sebastian, and Wheatley. Nay: None. Abstain: None).

FIRST RESPONDERS’ REPORTS

Honolulu Fire Department (HFD): Captain Powell reported:
 Statistics for June 2020: There was one (1) structure fire, 10 wildland/brush fires, three (3) nuisance fires,

one (1) cooking fire and nine (9) activated alarms (no fire). There were 211 medical emergencies, one (1)
motor vehicle collision with a pedestrian, eight (8) motor vehicle crash/collisions, two (2) mountain rescues,
and three (3) hazardous material incidents.

 Fire Safety Tip: Emergency Preparedness – Hawaii is currently in the hurricane season, which runs from
June through November. The HFD encourages every family to take the necessary steps to ensure that they
are prepared. Everyone should have a plan in place, a survival kit, and a way of staying informed on
impending disasters. Information can be found at www.honolulu.gov.dem.

Questions, comments, concerns: House fire: Chair Saniatan asked if HFD had any information about the cause
today’s house fire in Royal Kunia. Captain Powell noted that they were the engine that responded and extinguished
the fire which caused damage to the garage but the cause is still under investigation.

Honolulu Police Department (HPD): Sergeant Fong and Lieutenant Pascual reported:
 Statistics for June 2020: There were 15 motor vehicle thefts, 11 burglaries, 36 general thefts and 16

unauthorized entries into motor vehicles (UEMV).
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 Safety Tip: To avoid Covid-19 infection wear a mask, and keep your distance from others, avoid closed
spaces, crowded places and close contact settings.

 House Fire: Sergeant Fong noted that the cause of the house fire in Royal Kunia was determined as arson
and the case has been turned over to HPD detectives.

Follow up from June 2020: Lieutenant Pascual reported:
 Drinking and Drug Use concern in the Pupu Streets brought up by Board member Wheatley: HPD Officers

made checks in the area during the hours of 7:30 p.m. through 9:00 p.m. and identified one (1) person in a
vehicle but did not find anyone drinking or smoking marijuana during that time.

 Abandoned Vehicle: A check was made on the abandoned vehicle and it was not removed because of a
backlog in the abandoned vehicle section but an officer was able to cite the vehicle for a different reason
and the vehicle was removed on Friday, May 29, 2020.

Questions, comments, concerns:
1. Illegal parking: Board member Macha noted a constituent concern who has a problem with cars parking

very close to the driveway of his building making it difficult for residents to enter and exit their parking area
safely. Macha noted that there is a no parking sign in the area.

2. Thank you: Chair Saniatan thanked HPD for their follow up to the Board members and residents’ concerns.

Military Services: Colonel Erik Hilberg introduced himself and reported:
 Completed: The 25th Infantry Division exercise “Lightning Forge” has wrapped up for the year.
 Command Change: The U.S. Army Hawaii will change command on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.

Colonel Tom Barrett will hand over command to Colonel Daniel Misigoy. Due to Covid-19, the ceremony
will be live streamed on the Army Garrison’s Face Book page: www.facebook.com/usaghawaii.com.

Questions, comments, concerns: Helicopter Hotline: Chair Saniatan asked and Colonel Hilberg replied that the
phone number for reporting helicopter concerns is 808-656-3487.

RESIDENT AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS: None

Mayor Kirk Caldwell’s Representative – Department of Facility Maintenance (DFM) Deputy Director Ed
Manglallan reported the following:

 Stay Tuned: Deputy Manglallan noted an earlier press conference which addressed the approach of
Hurricane Douglas to the islands. The City is still determining if they will have to activate the Emergency
Operating Center (EOC) so please stay tuned and be prepared. Hope for best but prepare for the worst.

June 2020 Questions:
1. Street Sign Replacement: Deputy Manglallan noted there is a back log on getting the street signs but did

install a post and the needed stop sign but hopes to get the street sign installed by August 2020.

Councilmember Ron Menor – Brian Kanno reported:
 Introductions: Kanno introduced Aaron Ho as Councilmember Menor’s new staff member.
 Resolution 20-164, FD1: Councilmember Menor introduced this resolution to urge Governor Ige to take

additional measures to limit the travel related spread of Covid-19 to keep Oahu safe for residents and
visitors alike which was approved by the Council.

 Other Covid-19 Resolutions: Councilmember Menor also introduced three (3) other resolutions regarding
Covid-19. A resolution to ask the State Department of Health (DOH) to implement more robust policies for
food establishments to prevent the spread of the virus, a resolution to the ask the Honolulu Liquor
commission to monitor bars and establishments that sell liquor to comply with existing protocols to stem
the transmission in their establishments and a resolution questioning the wisdom of exempting military
dependents from having to follow the 14 day quarantine. These resolutions are now working their way
through the City Council for action in the following weeks.

 Addressing Homeless Encampments: Kanno noted a problem with a homeless encampment on a parcel
of land behind Waipahu High School (WHS). The homeless goes onto school property and leaves
needles and other drug paraphernalia and tries to access power and/or water and creates unsanitary
conditions at the school. Kanno noted that Councilmembers Menor and Elefante will meet with State and
other officials to address the issue. Kanno also noted that there is an enforcement action scheduled for
the area for the next week.

Questions, comments, concerns:
1. Blue Van: Board member Andrade noted a blue van with no license on Kupuna Loop by the townhouses
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near the gulch that had people in the van who goes down into the gulch and is a nuisance to people across
the street. Andrade noted that they have called HPD but the van is still there and wants the van removed
as soon as possible. Andrade also noted that Representative Ty Cullen has also called 911 about the van.
Kanno noted that he will follow up on the concern.

2. Anonui Street: Chair Saniatan asked if Anonui Street in Royal Kunia has yet been turned over to the City
and County of Honolulu. Kanno noted that it is a gradual process and part of the road is turned over but
there are other portions which still needs to be worked on prior being turned over.

Councilmember Brandon Elefante – Councilmember Elefante noted that his newsletter was sent out electronically
and reported:

 Congratulations: Councilmember Elefante congratulated the newly reelected board officers.
 Follow up from June meeting: Councilmember Elefante noted a request from Board member Cornwell

regarding missing signs in her neighborhood. Councilmember Elefante noted that with the help of Deputy
Manglallan the City was able to install a new stop sign and is working on getting the missing street name
signs replaced. Councilmember Elefante noted that missing signs can also be reported at the Honolulu311
app which can be downloaded on your phone.

 Homeless Encampment: Councilmember Elefante noted working with Councilmember Menor’s office, WHS
administration and other agencies to reach out to and relocate the homeless encampment behind the
school. The enforcement is planned to be done weather permitting.

 Middle Loch: Councilmember Elefante noted that they received funding for improvements to the Middle
Loch connector.

 Covid-19 Information: Councilmember Elefante noted that updated Covid-19 information can be found at
OneOahu.org and questions can be submitted to covidresponse@honolulu.org. Councilmember Elefante
also noted that there has been a recent uptick in the number of positive cases and urges everyone to
observe best practices to prevent the further spread of the virus.

Governor David Ige’s Representative – Deputy Director Morris Atta reported:
 Capitol Connection Online: Deputy Atta noted that this month’s Governor’s newsletter is available at the

State of Hawaii website.
 Covid-19 Update: Governor Ige wants to emphasize the use of best practices in preventing the spread of

Covid-19 such as washing hands, social distancing and wearing of masks.
 Trans Pacific Travel Update: Governor Ige announced that he will be extending the 14 day quarantine

mandate until Tuesday, September 1, 2020 and the State will be implementing the pre-travel testing option
program. The discussions include the State, the Counties and the private sector on how to best implement
the program. The 14 day quarantine will remain in place until the new program starts. For more information,
you can go to the Hawaii Safe Travels website.

 Hurricane Douglas: Governor Ige just issued a pre-landfall proclamation for the approaching storm to
facilitate the spending of funds for any damage caused by the storm.

Questions, comments, concerns:
1. School Concerns: Board member Cornwell asked what is Governor Ige doing to support the safe reopening

of schools for the students and teachers noting the lack of resources at the schools. Governor Ige wants
the schools to reopen on Tuesday, August 4, 2020 but that does not give time for teachers who has been
on break to put the new protocols into action. Why does Governor Ige want the schools to reopen without
time for teachers to prepare for the new curriculum and there is no set plan to handle the pandemic by the
Governor’s Office, the Department of Health (DOH) or the Department of Education (DOE)? Cornwell also
noted that she went to her classroom and was told there were no cleaning products and she would have to
purchase her own. Atta noted that he will take the concern to Governor Ige for answers.

2. Health Concern: Board member Herolaga noted that her great granddaughter with a history of seizures will
be returning to school soon and the mother is concerned that the school may not be equipped to handle
the situation if her child has a seizure in school. Atta noted that he will follow up on her concern.

3. Safety and Absenteeism Concern: Board member Chang noted his concern about Kupunas who has to go
and pick up a child from a school and also asked why Governor Ige would put them at risk by forcing the
schools to reopen before protocols are put into place? Chang noted that if a child is out of school for more
than 15 days a year, Child Protective Services (CPS) is notified and asked if there is any provision for that
allows a child to miss more than 15 days because of the pandemic if the schools is telling a child to stay
home if they do not feel well.
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Senator Clarence Nishihara – Senator Nishihara’s newsletter was distributed.

Senator Mike Gabbard – Rock Riggs distributed a newsletter and reported:
 End of Session: The Legislature concluded their session on Friday, July 10, 2020
 Senate Bill (SB) 126: The Legislature passed SB126 on Friday, June 26, 2020 to authorize the spending

of $648 million in federal CARES Act funding to address the Covid-19 pandemic. The money will be used
for various programs including $230 million to the Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) to
be used to enhance state unemployment benefits and $100 million will go to the Hawaii Housing Finance
and Development Corporation (HHFDC) for rent relief for those affected by the pandemic.

 Listen Story: Senator Gabbard’s next Listen Story will be on Saturday, July 18, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. via zoom.

Representative Roy Takumi – No report available

Senator Michelle Kidani – No report available

Representatives Ryan Yamane, Henry Aquino and Ty Cullen – The reports of Representatives Yamane, Aquino
and Cullen were distributed.

REPORTS

Board of Water Supply (BWS) – A written report was submitted:
 Main Breaks: There were none for the month of June 2020 in the Waipahu area.

Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit (HART) – Johnny Reid read the report for July 2020:
Key Activities: As construction continues and the Rail Project moves toward interim service, HART has taken
delivery of Train #14, which is now in the Maintenance and Storage Facility and Rail Operations Center in
Waipahu. Interim service would utilize a fleet of 4 four-car trains. The City’s Department of Transportation
Services (DTS) will oversee operations and maintenance of the rail system along with TheBus and TheHandi-
Van. Interim service would include nine stations from Kapolei near the Kroc Center, through Waipahu, Pearl City
and Aiea, and include stops serving UH West Oahu, Leeward Community College, Pearlridge Center and the
Aloha Stadium. The introductory passenger service will provide the general public an opportunity to learn how to
ride and use the fully automated, driverless system and become more familiar with station locations, access and
boarding areas, and station amenities.

Construction Progress: The full 20-mile, 21 station rail system is over 56% complete. Rail stations on the west
side are 97% completed. The Core Systems, which includes the train vehicles, controls and communications
equipment, is 68% completed. The Airport Guide way and Stations segment from the Halawa station at Aloha

Stadium to the Kahauiki station at the Middle Street Transit Center is 65% completed, with 67% of the guide way,

81% of shafts, 73% of the columns and 53% of the guide way spans completed. In the City Center, utility
relocation work to make way for the guide way and station structures is moving forward with Dillingham Boulevard
as the immediate focus of both day and night activities. Controlled access means one (1) eastbound and one (1)
westbound lane will be opened to traffic on Dillingham. Work also continues in the Chinatown/Downtown area
along Nimitz Boulevard,
Pouhala (Waipahu Transit Center): For the last several years, HART has been working to address a community-
identified need to establish a makai entrance to the Pouhala (Waipahu Transit Center) station. In February 2019,
the HART Board of Directors authorized the Executive Director and CEO to coordinate with the City and County
of Honolulu Department of Transportation Services (DTS) and other stakeholders to develop plans and a funding
strategy for this entrance. This spring, DTS applied for a competitive U.S. Department of Transportation BUILD
grant that included funding to construct this station entrance. If selected, DTS would work with HART to
implement this project. If DTS is not awarded this grant, HART would attempt to utilize any excess project
contingency funding for this entrance. In the meantime, HART has prepared the contract Request for Proposals
(RFP) that would be needed to design and construct this entrance. HART would be ready to issue this RFP once
DTS learns about the outcome of the grant application. This would probably in the Fourth Quarter of 2020.
For more information, please visit the HART website at www.honolulutransit.org, you can call the project hotline at
566-2299 or email a question to info@honolulutransit.org.
Announcements: Patrick Watson updated the community about various lane and road closures for rail work.
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Questions, Comments, Concerns:
1. Empty Trains: Board member Wheatley noted seeing the empty train car going back and forth and asked

why are they doing that and who is paying for it? Wheatley also asked how long will be for it to be completed
so actual customers can ride the train? Reid noted that the trains are being put through extensive testing
to be validated for safety. Introductory service is planned to start on March 2021 for the first 10 miles of the
route.

2. Contingency Fund Balance: Board member Oshiro asked what the balance of the fund is and where will
HART go for funding if DTS does not get the federal grant. Reid noted that he will have to take those
questions back for answers.

3. Column Concern: Board member Chang noted that he saw an aesthetic column near Pearl Ridge that was
covered up by concrete and is concerned that columns in Waipahu might be covered up. . Reid noted that
some of the aesthetic columns has been covered up temporarily by a protective barrier to prevent being
damaged by the work in the area but does not know of the column that Chang referred to.

Patsy T. Mink Central O’ahu Regional Park (PTM CORP) Advisory Committee: Board member Burke reported: The
Advisory Committee has been in recess since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. There are currently no plans
to reconvene as long as the pandemic threat remains.

Waipahu Community Foundation: Board member Burke also noted that the report given at the Thursday, June 25,
2020 meeting stands but did note that the fund request for this quarter is due on Friday, September 4, 2020.

Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization (OMPO) – Board member Weyer was not present. No report.

Storm Water Utility Project – Board member Weyer was not present. No report.

Reports of Board Member Attendance at Other Meetings – None.

BOARD BUSINESS

Approval of the Thursday, June 25, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes –
Burke moved and Macha seconded the motion to approve the Thursday, June 25, 2020 meeting minutes as
amended. The motion was APPROVED by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 15-0-0 (Aye: Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun,
Cornwell, Herolaga, Jiang, Macha, Oshiro, Petriches, Saniatan, Sebastian, Rex, Guillermo, and Wheatley. Nay:
None, Abstain: none).

Amendment: On page 3 under Councilmember Elefante report:
 Waipio Point Access Road: Councilmember Elefante reported that in cooperation with Senator Nishihara

the City will provide one (1) million dollars towards pedestrian access improvements on Waipio Point
Access Road.

Should read:
 Waipio Point Access Road: Councilmember Elefante reported that Representative Henry Aquino’s office is

working with Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) to provide the $1 million dollar match amd tjat
Senator Nishihara has been working on the project for many years.

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Macha reported a balance of $381.22

Chair’s Report – None

Establishment of the Boards regular Meeting Day, Time and Place: Note: Most recently, meetings were held on

the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Filipino Community Centre.

Herolaga motioned and Chang seconded to keep the regular meeting on the fourth Thursday of the month
at the Filipino-Community Center at 7:00 p.m. The motion passed by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 15-0-0 (Aye:
Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun, Cornwell, Herolaga, Jiang, Macha, Oshiro, Petriches, Saniatan, Sebastian, Rex,
Guillermo, and Wheatley. Nay: None, Abstain: none).

Discussion: Board member Oshiro reminded the Board that their November meeting falls on Thanksgiving Day
every year and the Board changes the November meeting date to the third Thursday in November.

The Board agreed by unanimous consent to amend the motion to keep the regular meeting on the fourth
Thursday of the month except the in the month of November when the meeting will be on the third Thursday.
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Establishment of Board Recesses: Note: Most recently, the Board has recessed in August and December.

Herolaga motioned and Macha seconded to keep the recess months as August and December. The motion
passed by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 15-0-0 (Aye: Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun, Cornwell, Herolaga, Jiang,
Macha, Oshiro, Petriches, Saniatan, Sebastian, Rex, Guillermo, and Wheatley. Nay: None, Abstain: none).

Consideration of Appropriating Fiscal Year 2021 funds for Meeting Location Rental Costs from July 2020 to June

2021 Regular meetings

Herolaga motioned and Andrade seconded the motion to appropriate the Fiscal Year 2021 funds for Meeting
Location Rental Costs from July 2020 to June 2021 Regular meetings. The motion passed by UNANIMOUS
CONSENT 15-0-0 (Aye: Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun, Cornwell, Herolaga, Jiang, Macha, Oshiro, Petriches,
Saniatan, Sebastian, Rex, Guillermo, and Wheatley. Nay: None, Abstain: none).

Consideration of Appropriating Fiscal Year 2021 funds for Video Recording of the July 2020 to June 2021 Regular

Board meetings for later rebroadcasting on Olelo Television

Andrade motioned and Herolaga seconded the motion to appropriate the Fiscal Year 2021 funds for Video
Recording of the July 2020 to June 2021 Regular Board meetings for later rebroadcasting on Olelo
Television. The motion passed by UNANIMOUS CONSENT 15-0-0 (Aye: Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun,
Cornwell, Herolaga, Jiang, Macha, Oshiro, Petriches, Saniatan, Sebastian, Rex, Guillermo, and Wheatley. Nay:
None, Abstain: none).

PRESENTATIONS:

Waipio Point Access Road Multimodal and Safety Improvements (WPARMSI) - SHADE Institute - Dean Sakamoto,
Benjamin Credle, Nicole Nomura, and Cuong Tran.

SHADE stands for Sustainable Humanitarian Architecture & Design for the Earth and is presenting to the Waipahu
Board to inform all stakeholders what the plans are for the Waipio Access Road Improvements. SHADE noted that
the lack of sidewalks and safety measures has been a problem for decades.

Project Background:
 The WPARMSI project was initiated in 2016 in partnership with the Waipahu Aloha Clubhouse. The

Clubhouse provides rehabilitative services to adults, and many members are older and/or have disabilities.
They reached out to SHADE Institute with concerns about the safety of Clubhouse members who travel
along the Waipio Point Access Road to and from the bus stop at Farrington Highway. SHADE has since
partnered with Waipahu High School, the Waipahu Community Association, and Kapili Waipahu and has
received funding from the City & County of Honolulu and the State of Hawaii to continue moving this project
forward towards construction.

Waipio Point Access Road Issues:
 No sidewalks/pathways
 Vehicular speeding and lack of visibility (curved road)
 Lack of signage & safe crossings
 Illegal encroachments on the right-of-way (tents, illegal parking and abandoned cars, homeless

encampments)
 Flooding
 Students and homeless loitering & littering
 Road congestion (Waipahu High School buses stop on the road to drop off/pick up students)
 Farrington Highway bus stop is an underutilized space (also known as a place where high school students

fight)
Project Objectives:

 Safety:
o Apply traffic-calming elements (roundabout, crosswalks, signage)
o Designate spaces for school bus pickup/drop off & Street parking
o Install additional lighting
o Make low-maintenance design/landscaping improvements to the Farrington Highway bus stop to

support rest & encourage ho’oponopono
 Multimodal Transportation:

o Create sidewalks on both sides of the road
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o Design a two-way path for pedestrians and bicycles on the residential side of Waipio Point Access
Road that connects to the Pearl Harbor Historic Trail, Waipio Peninsula Soccer Park, and
Farrington Highway

 Celebrate Waipahu:
o Inform and continue the history and Culture of Waipahu through design
o Incorporate local public art

Questions, comments, concerns:
1. Cooperation: Board member Macha asked if SHADE has reached out to WHS noting that students had

come to the Board meeting to present about traffic improvements in front of the school noting similar
issues and has been looking for support. SHADE has reached out to the school and wants student
involvement for the project including incorporating student art work but has no member of the school has
been able to make a recent meeting but they will continue to reach out.

2. Happy: Board member Andrade noted that she is very happy that this needed project is being done and
this has been needed for a very long time also noted that she has neighbors who attends the Aloha Club
House and knows what a challenge it is for them to get to the Club House.

3. Previous Problems: Board member Herolaga asked how far down Waipio Access Point Road is this
project being planned noting that there has been problems in the past due with the federal government
because they own part of the road. SHADE noted that Phase 1 will go from the Triangle Park to the Pearl
Harbor historical trail.

4. Cost: Board member Burke asked what is the cost of this project and is it eligible for federal funding?
Dean Sakamoto noted the cost estimate of the project was done by Hawaiian Dredging in 2018 was $6.8
million and so far $2 million has been raised and this may become a P3 (Private, Public Partnership)
project. Sakamoto noted that if federal funds was used it would have more conditions, so far the project
has moved forward with only State and City funding.

Discussion: Board member Macha again asked SHADE to reach out to WHS students to integrate it with their
project noting the Board also made a motion to support their project and may be additional funds could be found.

Andrade motioned and Herolaga seconded the motion to support the WPARMSI Project. The motioned
passed by a vote of 15-0-0 (Aye: Andrade, Burke, Chang, Chun, Cornwell, Herolaga, Jiang, Macha, Oshiro,
Petriches, Saniatan, Sebastian, Rex, Guillermo, and Wheatley. Nay: None, Abstain: none).

Halfway House in Waipahu at 94-206 Aniani Place – First LAP, Matthew Taufetee and Deanna Espinas

The First LAP is an organization who helps former inmates have a life after prison. Taufetee noted that he had a
house in Palolo for 18 1/2 years but is now relocating to Waipahu. A donor purchased a building in Aniani Place
and had offered it for the program because he heard that the program had lost their lease in Palolo. The First Lap
program does not accept sex offenders or the mentally ill. Taufetee noted that program participants do volunteer
work in the community.

Questions, comments, concerns:
1. Capacity: Board member Herolaga asked what the capacity is for the program. Taufetee noted that he has

never had more than 20 men in the program at a time but with the units they have now, they can hold as
much as 25. Taufetee also noted that he screens each applicant personally and assured that he will not
accept sex offenders or the mentally ill.

2. Safety Concerns: Board member Andrade noted her concern because house is across the highway from
Waipahu Intermediate School (WIS) and there are a lot of kids live in Aniani Place who will be in close
proximity to the residents. Taufetee noted that under law no sex offender is allowed to live within 100 feet
of a school.

3. Resident Manager: Chair Saniatan asked and Taufetee confirmed that there will be a resident manager
who lives on site with the residents.

4. More Community Outreach Needed: Board member Wheatley noted that he feels that more outreach is
needed to inform the community about this program which may get support from local churches. Deanna
Espinas noted that the program does get a lot of support from local churches and they do their best to do
outreach to the community. Espinas also noted that they are accountable to the Department of Public Safety
(DPS) who refers the men to the program.

5. Security: Board member Andrade asked if there will be any added security besides Taufetee. Taufetee
noted that he and the resident manager handles security.
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6. Non-Profit: Board member Burke asked and Taufetee confirmed that First LAP is a 501c3 organization.
The program is faith based and does not accept any government funding and all clients are informed of that
fact.

7. Success Rate: Board member Burke asked what is the success rate of the program. Taufetee noted that
he does not have that information but is pursuing that answer to apply for more funding.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Next Regular meeting of the Waipahu Neighborhood Board No. 22 is on Thursday, September 24, 2020 at

7:00 p.m. at the Fil-Com Center. The Board will take a recess in August 2020.

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 8:31p.m.

Submitted by: Naomi Hanohano, Neighborhood Assistant
Reviewed by:


