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My nameis Dr SabinaSwift spectahstat theUniversityofHawaii aCollege~ ~ C’
AgricultureandNaturalResources.I workwith immigrantfarmershereonOau”~’ ~
particularlyin theWpjaiuaarea.

l~as1yearwasreallybadfor manyof theimmigrantfannersatOtakeandat Mill 6 in
Waialua.IreneRapanan,a Filipino fanner,did not expectto find herFilipino beans
(Utong)stolenduringtheEasterweekend.PhonexayLuongrath,aLao farmer, reported
hisbittermelonandcucumberwereharvestedduringthenighil And thesameweekand
month,talesof theftof pesticides,farmequipment,andfrom another farmer’sstoryfrom
Kahuku~anythingusefulin afirm shedthatcouldbesøldweretakenaway.

Theextremewaswhen a shedof afannerwasburnedto theground.

Themostuntortunatething is thatmostof thevictimsof thiscrimearcsmall,
undcrservcd,limited resourcefarmersthatwork 1-4acresof land.Theseinunigrants
from Laos,Cambodia,Thailandandthek’hilippinesstruggleto supportthemselvesand
their familiesfrom farming.Onehundreddollarsworthof stolenproducecouldmean
grocerymoneyfor aweekfor asmall family. Do wewantto discounrg~themby not
helping solvetheagriculturetheftproblem?Do wewantthemto collectwelfarecheeks,
resortto druguse,or takethe law into theirownhands?

ilesides,wewantedthesefolks to continuefarming,for in theabsenceof immi~*flt
farmers,I don’t believeouragriculturecanbetruly diversifled.Many feIk~di*Uke
workingwith thesoil, Ourfarmers,bigandsmall,couldonly continuewhat theyloveto
do if thereis anurturingenvironmentfrom thelocal governmentsthatemphaaitethat
agricultureis important. Agriculture is veryimportant!

Thefarmersdowhat theycanto protecttheirproperties.With fundsandresourCes from
theMayorandLegislators,atrueAg Crin~esTasksForcecomposedof prosecutors.DA
investigators,inspectorsfrom theAg CommissionersOffice,~ndpolicedetectives
workingasateamwill insurethatourfarmerswill notlosetheirproduceandequipjnent
to criminals.

Thankyou for listening.
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