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THE RECRELTICN COITISSION CHAIRMAN'S LETTER

Honoreble Muyor George Fred Wright
and Board of Supervisors

City end County of Honolulu
Henolulu, T. H.

The Recrestion Cormmission is pleesed to
subnit herewith its eannuel report for 1937. Ve

would cpnreciate your kind consideration of its
contents.

Especinlly noteworthy hes been the con=-
tinued support of the Federsl government in supply=-
ing recrertion lecdership thrrugh the W. P, L., and
N. ¥, ..« Without the essistence of these workers
cur work would hcve been sericusly impeired cond
cubtciled. The Commission therefore wishes to
point out the fret thet the City and County staff
hes bot been rugnented for three yenrs. This pre=-

sents ¢ hondicerp in the development of our recre-
etion systemn,

The problen of buying rdequete supnlies
on cn averrge of seven dollers (37.00) » play-
ground per nionth is one which the Borrd crn solve,

We know cf nc city which is ccecomplish-
ing nore on less noney then Honolulu,

On behrclf cof the Recrention Curmission
I wish to thenk you for your support of recrertion
ectivities during the yecr ond onticipate your con-
tinued support for 1938.

Respectfully,

\/ﬂ TS of %w'& ," '/

Cheoirnien, Recreation
Coermission
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ADMINISTRATION

Playegrounds under Supervision by years:

1925enc-~ 9 L7 —— 7

19026w=me=l3 1933wwm==22

1927=w===15 1934—waae-33(More FERA workers &
1928men—=ld 1935cwee-39(school plavgrounds)
1929=mew~19 1936=ne==32

1930~ww==20 1937 wm—n=36

) {°1) Re—"- ¥}

Playground Attendance by Years:

1925~~~ 25,329 1932~w= 673,238
1926=-= 26,448 1933=--- 682,043
1927---290 ,848 1934~~~ 808,043
1928---348,024 1935---1,058,682
1929---348,012 1936~-- 902,380
1930~=-629,358 1937~-= 916,456
1931---629,358 Sk
1937
Day Attendance == 717,307
Night . ~-= 199,149
" 916,456
Recreation Budgets
1925=w=$15,000 1951—--%24,086
1926~-=+$15,072 1932~==320,127
1927«==316,713 1933 ww=$317,812
1928=we(l7,699 1934~--~319,314
1929===3522,760 1935=~~$23,000
1930~-=322,380 1936~--325,300

1937--=329,388
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Statement of Rirenditures
Jenuery 1 1937 to December 31, 1937

Totel Appropriation for year - $29,388.00

Sclary ~llotment $ 23,202,00
Salary Expended 22,962.00
Salary Lupsed $ 330,00
Re-appropriated to M. S. & I. 290.00
Te General Fund $ 40,00
M, S. & I, Allotment $ 6096.00
To M.Ss& I. from Salary iAccount, lst otr, 150.00
To 1I.S.& I, from Selery .account, 3rd qtr. 140,00 6386,00
Meintenance:
Auto Allovence $ 997.15
"Auto BExpenses 086 .34
Bights and Power 222,72
Office and¢ Supnlies 252,96
Printing : 113438
Telephone 19,70
Tools, Lumber, Chairs 207.64
Water 102,75
Miscellaneous: Keys 26,90
Lighting Equipment 16.21
Photos 49,32
First 414 Equipment 39.92
Insurence (Truck) 111.79
Incidentals 238,86 2936.24
Rurel Recreation:
Koolauloa-®oclaupoko 436.84

Wahiaowa 262,14
Weiclua 293.03
Weicnee 150,16 1151.17

Five rurel districts received
approximately 319,19 cech per month.

City Recrection:
Trophies, awards,

Engraving 92.71
Junicr Ropublie 07.77
Quietl Gei s 204,78
Sporting Zoods 1890.,48 2285,74 6373,15

Twenty-nine playgrounds received
epproximriely %6,.56 cach per nonth.

To General Fund $ 12.85
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PLLYGROUND D..Y ..TTENDLNCE

B T
+HBLA (12 months) 42133 L/N/XILA (11 months) 28777
BERETANIL (12 months) 29590

LIKELIKE SCH. (12 months) 14978

BINGHLA! (12 ronths) 5815  MCCULLY REC. CENTIZR(1l mos)22317
DOLE (12 months) 86255  MILLER ST. ( 9 months) 7948
FERN (11 months) 9482  LOTHER W.LDRON (12 mos.,) 40576
FAILUA (10 months) 7815  P.P.KOLE. (12 months) 8967
K. IMUEI (12 months) 57034  P.UC.. SCHOOL (12 ronths) 12554
KAIUL/NI TLRK (12 mohths) 10385 PUUH/LE SCH. (12 months) 15145
KAIUL/NI SCH. (11 months) 16216 PUUNUI (12 months) 7513
KiLaliUh (11 months) 23996 P..U0.. P.RK ( 8 months) 11711

K.LIN'I-KAI (12 months) 26937 P..UC/L V.ILEY (11 months) 6755

K.IIFIW.EN. (12 months) 19096 W/ FI.W. (12 months) 22582
KA JLLU (12 months) 30430 W.IKLELLULU ( 8 months) 4308
K.P/EULU (12 months) 37516 LITOLINO SCHOCL ( 3 months) 1325
K. PIOL.NI (12 months) 17959 K. NEOHE ( 4 months) 6457
K..ULUWEL.. (12 months) 119280 YUAIPLHU  { 4 rionths) 6100
E..I.FL0 REC. CINTER 19791  CENTRAL INTERNMEDI.TE( 2 mos).510
(Girls) (12 months)
P,LOLO TRIANGLE! 2 months) 1112
KV I B0 REC. CENTER 18353 : g
(Boys) (12 months) Grond Total 717307

NIGHT RECRELTION ..TTEND.NCE

BERET..NI.. ( 2 months} 9011 KILILIU (10 months) 5570
DOLE ( 3 months) 1804  KAULUWEL.. (.1 month) 660
FIERN ( 9 months) 12308 K., 1.K.0 REC. CENTER s 37175
(12 months

7.INUKI ( 4 months) 5534 MCKINLEY ( 6 months] 3362
¢/LITI-KAI (3 months) 477% MOTHER "L.LDRON (4 months) 34488
KALIFIW.ENA (3 nonths) 6866 P/P/XOLE.L (11 months) 857
KiLIFI-UK. (11 nonths) 18379 P.LUO.. PLRK (12 ronths) 53712

PUUNUI ( 3 ribnths) 648

Pege B Grend Totel 1991490




PLAYCROUNDS

The success of a playground program may be pertly deter-
mined by the number of particinants and attendeance on the playgrounds.
In 1925 when the Recreation Comnission was orgenized under Crdinence
185 there were nine playzrounds with 25,329 children in attendance
and in 1937 there were thirby-six playgrounds with a totel attendance
of 916,456 children and adults.

The playground season for the year opened on Jenuary 2nd
agd was kgpt open throughout the year, Besides the routine activie
ties of citywlde sports' progrems in besketball, football, volleyball,

soccer, etc,, many veried end interesting programs, meets and cone -
tests were held,

The outstanding project of the year was the culmination of
the surmer program, & gigentic Kids' Circus the first of its kind
ever produced by local amsteurs, in which nine-hundred children and
adults varticipeted and twelve thousand spectators enjoyed, The pro-
ceeds from this circus was used to build the first unit of the Play-
ground Ceamp at Waimanalo Beach,

CITYWIDE LEACUE ATHLETICS

Barefoot foothall in the 1285 end 140 pounds, the Junior Re=
public leasgues, was the most nopular sport of the yvear for boys and
men, A new feature was added to the citywide volleyball tournanent
with the addition of a Junior and Open Doubles Championships which
attracted athletes from all over the island.

fen's baseball, playground ball for midgets, Soccer, Junior
Republic. softball, volleyball; basketball 120 and 135 pounds, mene=-
hune basketball, night recreation novice and open leagues, were the
leading activities for men, These leagues were directed by the direc-
tor of night recreation or director of Junior Republic leagues. The
managers of the verious teams met with the league director whe drew
up the schedules and when necessary secured volunteer officials.
The menshune league was so popular that some teams were turned down
due to lack of indoor court facilities.

With the women the introduction of "Fistball"(a game played
like volleyball) proved to be the hit of the year. Basketball,and .
volleyball were also olayed.

ACTIVITIES
Activities for men: Sy
Baseball 2 24 437 4500
Basketball 8 83 1094 14235
Barefoot football 3 24 840 105000
Barefocot soccer 1l 4 88 850
Volleyball 3 33 118 26470
Softball o 49 B50 5196
Act. for women:
Basketball 1 3 30 150
Fistb&ll% 2 }2 120 500
Vollevba%l 2 12 84 250
“Totel 27 PRY . ~*¥625 157161
lbage 5 Lan S



SWINVING

A event nuch leooksd Torwurd to by the playground childrea
under sixteen yeors is the wmonthly Y2a Group Chempisnship msets
sponsored ennuglly by thic Comuission end supervised by the s, g3, h
director.

Iwo theugané two-hundred thirty-one (£,2%1) chaldren un-
der sixteen yecrs parvicipetsd in the twelve monthly age group cham-
pionship meets held at the Natatosiws during the yeer 1007 with @
spectator attendance of four thnoussnd three-hundred fifty-five'(«Z58).
Eight medals were presented to the first four high poin* winners in
the becys’ and girls' divisions, MNedals were of golfi, silver eni
bronze,

'"he nnnual lesarn-to-swim progrem for school children in
the fifth grades of the city aschools who could not swim was spons »
@d under the cupervizion of the American Red Cross jeintly wi%th the
other recrestional urganizations mfid*tlie Dspertment of Public Ine=
gtruction [ive schcols ou. ¢f a Lotal of tweniy-five were assigned
to this Ceormission. Two hundred thirty-sixz children turned out for
this ceaumpaign. OF this group two hundred cr-niflety (70 par cent ' =
pessed the Pe¢ Crcss beginner’s tect.the highest by any other recre=
etion group. 4 total of 1,119 children were instucted during this
campeign.

During the surmier the plcyground learn-to-swim campaign

was cerried out very successfully. Six hundred twelve children
were then instructed,

A teccher's course on Beginning Swimmers wes enother new
festure in the swimming rctivity. TFourteen directors received eerti-
‘fidates of competency in theory snd water work.

Corrective swim ing closses, novelty, ducl =and beginners
classes were tlso held,

OQutstcnding swirmers perticipcted in the Junior Chomber of
Comrierce inVitctional meet, Duke Kehonemoku cnd "Weiclue Trintgle
meet, These wwirmers represented the Citywide Athletic Associction.

Swirming Activities TOTAL PARTICIPANTS TOTAL
SPECTATCRS

Corrective swinming 793

Duel, ,NVovelty, meets 229

Begluners 782

Teacher's class 126

Age group chempionship meets 2,231

Learn-to-swin(schools & pleygrounds) 6,028 :

Other neets -~ 56 15,355
11,145

SENIOR ATHLETICS

Although the chief sim of the Commission is mess participt
tion in 2ll cctivities, one club is designeated by the Commission for
the promotion of senior athletics. The Citywide Athletic Associa-
tion tckes in 2ll the outstending athletes from the younger boys'
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end girls' clubs of the playgrounds and the graduates of high schools
ellowing them to compete in all the emeateur sports spnsored by the
local A, A. U,

The amateur boxing seeson is the drewing card for sll boys
dnterested in the fistie art., After vieing for honors in the dual
end triangular smokers, the boys are entered in the Amateur boxing
Tournament of Oahu end the Territoriel finels. A minimun of six
charipionship boxers ere sent annually to the National Tournament.
The Citywide Athletiw Association was represented by fiftv-two nugi-
lists during the seeson. Twenty-three thousand fans showed their
enthusiasm by weekly turing out for the fights,

Track and field meets have been growing keener every verr,
After competing in the ennual Diamond Hleasd Marathon, a distamee of
five miles, the team of twenty entered the Fourth Annuel Around Oshu
Relay Marathon, running & total of eighty-four miles, Ten thousend
fans showed their appreciestion by greeting the boys with band music,
at verious places along the highway. It really ia e gela event ond
€ll rurel people look forwerd to this meet annually.

Aside from competing in the A, A, U, meets, the associce
tion sponsored its own meet for midgets, junior and senio® boys.
One hundred six girls enjoyed their annuel meet which wes run on =
color scheme team so £s to encourcge perticipation insterd of com-
petition. Two hundired ten young men conpeted in the Junior Republic
Relsy carnival, A totel of 14,575 spectetors turned out for the
various neets,

An activity thet is conducted purely on volunteer besis
is that of Tennis. There cre only five public tennis courts under
the jurisdiction of this Commission. These courts ere mostly used
for practice purposes and the tournaments are held either at Kepio-
lani or Beretcnie courts, A totel of sixteen tournaments conducted
by August Guerrero attracted six hundred ninety men and women to
perticipeate,

CONTESTS, PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

Progrems, contests, special day observences ere tenteative=-
ly set ot the beginning of the vear ond committees cre selected to
carry them out,

Mother Waldron Pleyground, & very lovely and adecuately
equipped playground, wes opened by the Pcrk Board for the use ©of the
comriunity in & ruch needed cree ond the children joined enthusiesti-
celly in the opening progrem attended by the Mryor ¢nd Board of Sue
pervisors,

Specicl holiday celebrrtions were held throughout the vecr,
¢t verious play crecs, Twelve different contests were sponsored be-
ginning with the cnnual New Yeecr Pley Festivcl ~nd ending with e
Doll's Show in December, The following trble denicts the dnte,
plcce cnd nunber of prrticipnints 'nd spectetors:
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DATY. BV ENT G 4 Yo By YarGl ol Snec-
: ———— R— Biads “Qﬁis —l-tors
dJen, ¢ _ LutL Annusi Play Festivel Pier 2 L.EE 150
Feb, 1% Bingban Birthday Binghan 550 %
Feb, i2 TFuuhale Elrthdey Puuhale e, SR
Fern 1¢ ol Asuanuul Song Contvest Kapiolani 309 2500
Mer. L2 socnlicht Story Hour Weikehalulu 37
Mer. 25 Teziern Hegg & Hen Contest hele 140 30
Mey, 8 perasoads Pig z Day Reretnnie 209
Tnver-Jloisnd Women's
BeEs RS Piay Day.. o Molokai 14
Apr. 15 _Secons hnnuel et Show hele 22 150
Apr. 18 _Prpekoies Ploy Night Pnprkolesn 200
apr. 70 Peugs Pley Night Pruoc Perk 350
Moy 7 Second annueld fmle Contest  Kapiolani 78 3000
Mey Beretenlia bBicthdey Beretcnic 118 600
Mey a8 gt ‘”’"rﬁnn” _Birthdcy Aole 450
L€ "'loﬂg-kblu Minic t"LI"—‘
June 10 ;i avela cud Eoouient 5 hnle 128 1000
June 19 Klte Jontest VIright Field 7C
July 3 Tishing Gontest Pier 3 61
quly 17 Thira iunfial Crebbing Contest Pier 27 75
aUg, 15 Horseshos Chempionship Beretenia 8 150
; Civie
Aug, 26 First Comrunity Kids' Circus Auditorium 900 12000
Sept.20 llocher Weidrcn Opening liother Wealdron 892 3400
Nov., 12 Secornd Story Tellinpg Contest Kepizlani 18 500
Nov. 13 Eighth liodel Boat Contest Ala el Cenael 100 50
Nov. 20 Kepehulu Birthdcy Kepahulu 42 162
Nov. 23 Thenksgiving Festival Fenioleni 147 2000
Nov. 25 Aele Thenksgiving progran Anle 24
Nov. 26 _Third /nnual Dog Show lother "cldron 38 400
"oll Shop” cnd "The Hervene MNcKinley High
Dec. 22 ly Host™ Nrtivity Pegecnt = Sch, isuditorium 95 450
Clity Hell
Deg, 29 Second annucl Doll Show Prtio 147 135
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The netivity pegernt, “he Heovenly Host"™ was the only pro-

duction of the yernr besidce the circus. Many ecouderts nssignmd'*

the recrertion project from the Nrtioneal Youth ldninistrntion perti-
cipated in this pogecnt. The erst wrs mede up of University. Jjunic:
rnd high schoo: gtudents who cre rlso lesders on the picyzrounds. ..
truly cosmupclicen group of the meny. races represented nere made

up the cest. Tt wen one of the most exquisite pegeents ever stoged
due te 1ts cdélop effects end specicl scenery.

; Through the.courtegy of Steation KGU a totel of six-hundred
fortye=five pwrsons titheér sihg~or spoke over the weeklv Playground
Querter Four broedcests during the yerr, This gquerter hour of Hown-

iien music hes been broacdenst for the past six yeerd on ecch Sctur-
dey noon,

In cddition to these weekly broadcasts the Kaloupcpe Pro-
grem is fecture& the lost Sundoy ofternoon of every month, This
progrem is speciclly dedicrted to the inmcotes of Krleupopn Settle-
ment. Over to-hundred fifty rrdios cre to be found within the .
Settlement,

i new experience to mnny directors wrs the recording of
their own vecices telling whrt their port in the recrertion program
ves, Brech directoer was introduced by the Superintendent, During
intervals the directors' chorus sang.

Seven concerts were given by the Playgrcund directors £nd
children ct: The Territoriel Blind Schcol, Lrmy end Nevy YIIC.i.,
Kashumanu P, T. L., Windwerd Orhu Community /ssociation conference
and the lioeneluea School.

"leekly Iewveiien music reherrsels heve been held ~nd the
children rs well cs directors hnve eagerly ‘responded to them, lMusic

for the scng end hule contests have all been taught &t these re-
hecrsels,

For the past two years &an official story teller essigned
to the @onmission hes been visiting all of the plaeygrounds telling
stories, Children have been encouraged to write originel stories
end for the past two years contests heve been held; the winners of
the bey and girl divisions giben the privilege ¢f specking over
Stetion KGU, & totel of seven tlcusand five-hundred fifty-five
children were enterteined by the story teller during the yerr,
Dole Pleay round was presented & silver cup for gocd conduct. during
stery hour by Mrs. ilche Tower, the story teller,

SUMER DIVERSIONS

Hikes, picnics, excursions, cemping cnd water shcwers
provided & diversified pregrrm flor the ecger voungsters just cut of
the public schocls. Every plcyground hed its own progrem, supple-
nented by citywide ccntests rnd the circus,

Hikes were ncde to the following pcints: Tentclus, Monea
Cliff, Punchbowl, St. Lcuis Heights Hill, Bicnond Eerd Crater,
Menoa Frlls, Kepena Fells, Pnlelo Villey, Krilur, Vrimane Velley,
Krlihi Velley, Nuuanu Poli ond Koelewel Becchse o tetrl of 451
children were trken on these wrrious trips,
Pege [ Y0
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Excursions vere made to the flower show ot the Honolulu
woedeny of Arts, the sugrr nills, Foster Grrdsn for neture study,
~ruy end Novy Dey exhibits, Pineapnle fectories, tour of the
churches in the city, lMeceanelue Gerdsess and Thomas Scuare for nature

stydy. Nliue hundred fifty-nine children benefited by these excur-
sions.

Eceh pleyzround went on & mininum of one piznic during

the surmer, Honoauna Bey, Moenelua Grrdens, Keitua, Vieisl.& Brach,
Yeicnae, 4la lMoana and Wailkiki Beach were selected pinnic sites.,
for

Zlthough e cemp site has been definitely set aside/the de-
veloprient of & nunicipel pleyground canp, cnly one building hes
thus far been Brected. The lMayor and Board apnropristed 3400.00 for
the developuent of the cerp. The proceeds from the Kids' Circus
ves elso used for the ceamp. Outdoor cenping wrs enjoyed by one hun-
dred fourteen children during the course of the surner.

Throug.  the cooperction of the Honolulu Fire Depertrient,
the Boecrd of “eter Supply, the Cormission has been oble to sponsor
wcter showers on eighteen of the lerger playgrounds for the past
six years. luch enjoyrent is derived from the sprikler ond also the

weter tug-of-wer, Hundreds of spectctoes ~nd perents gather to
witness this event.

COURSES

The Recreetion Corriission ennuelly sponsors & Plegground
end Recresticn Troining Course for those on the staff cnd others
espiring to becorie directors.One hundred twenty=one persons cctive=-
ly perticipated in the fifteen sessions, Outside speckers were in-
vited + The acndery of Arts ecrronged six series of lecture rnd
deronstrition classées for the benefit of the directors,

i course for those wishing to learn the lotest footbrll
rules wes offered to the junior cnd senior officicls of the city
by the Coriiission, This is an ~nnucl winter course,

NIGHT RECREATION

There are only four well lighted municipally operated
playground areas within the city. ©Six other areas are only
fairly lighted.,

The nmbst adequetely lighted area is the new Mother . "
Weldron Playground which is considered ecual to any mainland lighte’
ed playgrounds., It was officially turned over by the Park Board
in Mey 1937, Peuoca Park is the next best with Krweiehao Recree-
tion Center end Kalihi-uke following .

Whet is reclly needed is several lighted tennis courts,
Qutside islends and plentctions c¢re leading Honolulu in this
respect. A tennis court with ¢ meter system will pay for itself,
The total night cttendcnce specks for itself with 199,149 taking
pert in 1937,
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