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Aloha, I stand here today to ask you to consider the lack of opportunities there are for the
women surfers of Hawaii. Like many girls living here, my dream is someday represent
Hawaii as I qualify for the World Surf League Championship tour.

Did you know that in 2019, there were 5 women on the Championship tour that grew up in
Hawaii? The men on the other hand only had 4 competitors. You might think the women
have more opportunity by this fact alone. You would be completely wrong though. As a
matter of
fact there isn’t even 1 contest in Hawaii that would help the women qualify for the
Championship tour. The men have 5 contests that are strictly limited to men only. The men

Written could literally never leave Hawaii and still qualify for the Championship tour.
Testimony

The women on the other hand, are shut out of qualifying series contests in Hawaii. Women
must travel to other places that show much more aloha for us. Places like Japan, China,
Australia, Mexico, California, Europe, Africa, South America, Mexico and many other places
welcome us with up arms, while Hawaii. (the birthplace of surfing) shows no such Aloha.
There isn’t even I contest for the women here.

When asked, the World Surf League states they would love to add a women’s division to the
contests they hold. Unfortunately, they have been denied permits by the government agencies
that oversee these contests. How is this fair?

1



I plead with you to reconsider this drastically unfair position and allow women divisions to
be run during all events. All we are asking for is an opportunity.

Aloha
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Aloha, I stand here today to ask you to consider the lack of opportunities there are for the
women surfers of Hawaii. Like many girls living here, my dream is someday represent Hawaii as
I qualify for the World Surf League Championship tour.

Did you know that in 2019, there were 5 women on the Championship tour that grew up in
Hawaii? The men on the other hand only had 4 competitors. You might think the women have
more opportunity by this fact alone. You would be completely wrong though. As a matter of
fact there isn’t even 1 contest in Hawaii that would help the women qualify for the
Championship tour, The men haves contests that are strictly limited to men only. The men
could literally never leave Hawaii and still qualify for the Championship tour.

The women on the other hand, are shut out of qualifying series contests in Hawaii. Women
must travel to other places that show much more aloha for us. Places like Japan, China,
Australia, Mexico, California, Europe, Africa, South America, Mexico and many other places
welcome us with up arms, while HawaH, (the birthplace of surfing) shows no such Aloha. There
isn’t even 1 contest for the women here.

When asked, the World Surf League states they would love to add a women’s division to the
contests they hold. Unfortunately, they have been denied permits by the government agencies
that oversee these contests. How is this fair?

I plead with you to reconsider this drastically unfair position and allow women divisions to be
run during all events. All we are asking for is an opportunity.

Aloha
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As a parent of a young girl. and to many of my daughter friends an ‘uncle’, it really depresses
me at the lack of opportunity there is here in Hawaii compared to the men in surfing. Hawaii
should be leading the charge and setting the example for surfing. Yet the women are shut out
of most of the events here in Oahu.

If you were to look at these girls Instagram pages, they are quite literally advertisements for
the sport and for visiting Hawaii. They love where they come from and shows in how much

w ne
they brag about their home. I can only imagine how many they have influenced to visit

T
ri n

Hawaii or purchase surfing products made here. Yet, the government here has done little toestimony
return this favor, shutting them out of events meant only for the men.

How can there be 5 major contests for the men helping them qualify to represent Hawaii on
the world professional stage and zero for the women? This is unfair and I urge you to make it
right.

Thank you,
Erek Riccobuano
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As a parent of a young girt, and to many of my daughter friends an “uncle’, it realty depresses
me at the lack of opportunity there is here in Hawaii compared to the men in surfing. Hawaii
should be leading the charge and setting the example for surfing. Yet the women are shut out
of most of the events here in Oahu.

If you were to look at these girls Instagram pages, they are quite literally advertisements for the
sport and for visiting Hawaii. They love where they come from and shows in how much they
brag about their home. I can only imagine how many they have influenced to visit Hawaii or
purchase surfing products made here. Yet, the government here has done little to return this
favor, shutting them out of events meant only for the men.

How can there be S major contests for the men helping them qualify to represent Hawaii on the
world professional stage and zero for the women? This is unfair and I urge you to make it right.

Thank you,
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Aloha, my name is Shannon Marie Quirk and lam a resident of Haleiwa. I strongly support
Bill 10 and its intention to ensure gender equity for sports activities requiring a park use
permit. Any sports league operating in Hawai’i that represents both males and females
would ideally provide equal resources and prize earnings to both genders. I have worked in
the surf industry for the last twelve years as the founder of The Surf Channel Television
Network, producing series and tv shows to tell the unique stories of waterwomen. I also
create and coordinate surfing events worldwide, working the past 7 years for the Big Wave
World Tour as an announcer and event coordinator. This past year, I have worked as the
managing editor of Freesurf Magazine - Hawaii’s surf mag. I would like to read a quote
from our recent Wahine Issue (Freesurfs annual women’s issue) in which I interviewed 15-

Written year-old Honolulu surfer. Leila Riccobuano:
Testimony

“Equal opportunity to compete is what I envision to get closer to equality. Now we have
equal pay, but the girls are invited to fewer events than the boys. My hope for women’s
surfing is the have the same amount of contests as the guys, because they always get a lot
more opportunity. I would love to see more events for the Hawai’i girls, just as many as the
boys have.” - Leila Riccobuano

If this 15-year-old so clearly sees the need for female inclusion, what is taking us so long to
make space for female athletes? The demand is clear, and we see it in the water and on the
beaches of Oahu every single day. We are hopeful that Olympic inclusion for surfing
women in Tokyo2O2O will wake up the rest of the sports’ decision makers to include
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women in competitions, but in all of my pursuits to create platforms for surfers to be seen
and heard across various mediums, it has come to my attention that local wahine here—in
the birthplace of surfing—are at the biggest disadvantage to following this dream of
becoming a professional surfer due to female exclusion and gender discrimination.

We must encourage women to be active, not discourage them because of their gender. Girls
that play sports are not only less likely to develop breast cancer, obesity, and many forms of
disease, they are also much more likely to hold executive positions in the workplace and
provide more income to their families. They are team players, better communicators, and
stronger humans. We hold back the entire community when we ignore and exclude women
from the conversation. The surf industry suffers from a lack of female-inclusion in all of the
most important world tour qualifying events, in particular the Triple Crown of Surfing. It is
important to listen to the cries of our youth to consider inclusion of both men and women in
all water sports. I support Bill 10 because I believe in gender equality in surfing. Equal pay,
equal play.

Mahalo nui ba,
Shannon Marie Quirk
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