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BOARD OF PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION 
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 

P. O. BOX 3530 
HONOLULU~ HAWAII, USA 

Honorable Mayor and Members 
of the Board of Supervisors 
City and County of Honolulu 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Gentlemen: 

April 24, 1953 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the 
annual report of the accomplishments of the Board 
of Public Parks and Recreation during the calendar 
year of 1952. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the 
officials and various agencies of the City and 
County for their cooperation and assistance during 
the year. I take this opportunity also to thank 
the Superintendent and members of the staff, on 
behalf of the Board members, for the enthusiasm 
and interest which they have shown in their 1.·10rli::. 



BOARD NSMBERS 

Katsumi Kometani, DDS 
Chairman to October 10, 1953 

John P. Creedon 
Vice Chairman, and Chairman, 

from October 10, 1952 
Kim Ak Ching Mrs. Charles E. Kauhane 

Richard K. Kimball Mrs. Walter F. Dillingham 
Fred F. Frizelle 

(Ex officio, Dept. of 
Public Instruction) 

Mrs. John C. Walker 
Hubert Winthagen, SSCC 

ADMINISTRATION 

J. Edward Lyons, Superintendent of Parks and Recreation 

Theodore F. Nobriga •••••• Assistant Superintendent 
and Director of Recreation 

DeLos A. Seeley •••••••• ~. Dire ctor of Planning 
Samuel K. Raina •••••••••• Director of Maintenance 
Paul L. Breese •••••.••••• Director of the Zoo 
Jack Botelho ••••••••••••• Administrative Officer and 

Secretary of the Board 

STAFF 

Divisions Number of Personnel 

General Administration 
Planning and Construction 
Maintenance and Upkeep 
Recreation 

15 
11 

246 
148 
_12 Zoo 

Total 439 



STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES FOR 1952 
Appropriation Expenditures 

General Fund 

Personal Services ~) 1,088 , 299. 33 
Current Expenses 

Capital Outlays -

Maint. and Upkeep 

Capital Outlays -

Permanent Imprvmts. 

Kanewai Park 

Park Imprvt. Bond Fund 

Permanent Impvmts. 

Kapiolani Park Bond Fund 

Permanent Imprvmts. 

Indefinite Revenues 

(Concessions, rentals,etc) 

399,078.22 

10,324.75 

55,597.33 
83,337.63 

894,996.37 

322,212.54 

113,637.78 

G 1,088 , 299. 33 
399,078.22 

10,324.75 

25,946.98 
3,706.15 

197,360.99 

18,029.93 

60,363.36 

Balance 

$ 29,650.35 
79,631.48 

304,182.61 

53,274.42 



~IRKS AND RECREATION 

How to cut more lawns and clean more beaches, how to trim 
more trees, manage more neighborhood playgrounds, more baseball 
teams, more craft programs; how to feed more animals at the Zoo--
all this, with almost the same number of people who did the work 
several years ago on far fewer areas, was the major problem of 
the Board of Public Parks and Recreation in 1952. 

Honolulu parks and playgrounds were kept from showing too 
plainly their inadequate maintenance only by the help of men re-
ceiving welfare aid. \-Ji thout this equivalent of about 55 full 
time men, the city parks and playgrounds H0t.1. ld have been actually 
shabby and dirty in 1952. 

Outside help--volunteers--also, to a considerable extent, 
made it possible for the recreation division to carry its program 
into newly opened areas. A case in point ,.-1as the Kahuku Golf 
Course '\'Ihich was officially opened to the public July 4th. One 
man and an ass_istant were assigned to this area, not only to put 
the course in order after several years of disuse, but to maintc:.in 
it and even, doubling in brass, to operate it as caddy master. 
This being obviously an impossible task, the employee induced his 
friends to come out and work with him. Even with such aid, neces -
sary recreation expansion in one direction often meant curtailment 
of the program in another. 

Decision to acquire land belm·r the Nuuanu Pali for the ne1:1 
municipal golf course ,-.1as one of the ma jor steps forward during 
the year. Bond funds for a golf course had been provided in 1947. 
In the five intervening years no less than eight possible sites 
were investigated by the park staff. Two of these received full 
endorsement from the Board and preliminary steps were taken for 
acquisition. Later, both sites proved unacceptable to the mayor 
and Doard of Supervisors. For the 200 acres of Pali land the 
asking price, $ 225 000, was considered fortunate, since it has 
been appraised at i475,000. The comi ng year should see preli minary 
construction of this course well underuay. 

A ten-year program of park, playground and beach development 
laid down during the war and actually started in 1947 sm·J its 
proportionate share of completion in 1952. Development 1.-10rk in-
cluded three beach parks: Kaaawa, fully completed i·1i th building, 
parking space and landscaping; Kuliouou, almost finished with 
similar installations; Nakapuu brought to the point where direct 
work can begin soon. In the latter entirely dry area, the neces-
sity of first bringing water from a considerable distance greatly 
complicated the program. 

About 117 acres of land bordering Keehi Lagoon was acquired 
by executive transfer. This area, as a much needed playground 
for the ewa end of the city, came into the after the war. 
Plans were started for its development, based on a ~l 6oo,ooo 
appropriation of the 1951 legislature. Another shore area acquired 
by executive order lies belm, the highway around Diamond Head. It 
includes about 11 acres. An offer by the Outdoor Circle to spend 



some 01500 toward its beautification was gratefully accepted. 
This Board hopes other civic groups will be interested in similarly 
aiding the park and playground work. 

An advantageous exchange of the use of property with the U.S. 
Army resulted in a larger public beach at Pokai Bay, Waianae. 
Better ingress was made possible when the Oahu Land and Railway 
Company relinquished its old depot ahd other land. Negotiations 
were also carried on for certain beach remnants lying makai of 
the highway at various places. The purchase of two more lots to 
help round out Kailua Beach Park were initiated. Land which had 
already been acquired here was turned into usable picnic grounds, 
pending a full development plan. 

Work on various new playgrounds, mostly in new subdivisions, 
went forward as well as routine renovation and improvement of 
existing playgrounds. At Aina Eaina, additional l and was obtained, 
plans drawn and the first contract let. At Puohala Village 
subdividers offered land for a playground, a master plan was made 
and preliminary grading completed. Palolo Valley playground ·Has 
relocated through executive order in conformance 1·Ji th overall plans 
for the whole area. Here wartime housing must be removed from the 
new location before development can begin. Fencine and grassing 
of the new Uaianae Pililaau playground \·Jere almost completed. 
Kamehameha Field will get its parking area early in 1953. Various 
play courts were resurfaced. 

Master planning and long range thinking, so successfully 
exemplified, among others in the ten-year program and the Zoo 
master plan was carried to a new point of foresight by completion 
of a splendid full-scale master plan for Kap iolani, Honolulu' s 
largest developed park. Looking far into the future, this plan 
offers a base for all future improvements. First of these to go 
in will be a replacement for the old bandstand. A modern shell, 
with outdoor amphitheater and adequate parking 1·1i t h other neces-
sary auxiliary features is already being planned . For this, some 
S200,000 of bond money is availatle as a start. 

Cooperative planning uith other agencies Hent forward on the 
new aquarium and the gymnasium at Hahiawa. Both of these may some-
time come under the jurisdiction of this Board. 

Highlight of the year in the Recreation Division and in public 
relations was the full length street parade through downtoun 
Honolulu ·which marked Parks and Recreation \·ieek in July. Hundreds 
of playground youngsters, having made miniature floats as part of 
their handcraft program of recreation proudly carried, pushed, or 
pulled them past thousands who lined King Street beb:rnen Aala 
Square and the City Hall. Many people saH for the first time 
what the playgrounds do. Nan_y others gained some insight into 
what a park and playground program involves when the other park 
divisions--planning, maintenance, the Zoo--entered exhibitions 
also. These \'Jere mostly properly labeled pieces of automotive 
equipment 2 big and ponderous , ,-1hich rolled along behind the young-
sters, indicating the large and extensive program of planning and 



maintenance which remains 
in all its various meanings 

largely out 
possible. 

of sight but makes recreation 

FACILITIES 

Total area - 2,449.13 acres 

Parks and Squares . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Beach Parks ............................................... . 
Botanical Gardens •••••••••.•.•••••••. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
Z 00 • • •••••.•• • ••••. • • . •..••.•••••.•••• • .••••• • • • •.••••••••• 
Traffic adjuncts (Circles, triangles, parkways ••••••••••• 
Administrative centers ••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Play and Recreation areas ••••.••••••• 

whic h include : 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Archery ranges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Arts and Crafts centers •••••••••••••••• 
Assembly Halls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bandstand ••...•.•...••..•.. . ••••••.•••• 
Baseball Fields ••••• . . . . . . . .... 
Basketball Courts ••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Bath Houses ••••••••.•••••. • •••••••••••• 
Boat House ...........................•. 
Camping Areas •••••••••••••••••••. . ... 
Camp ••••••••••• ..... . . . . . . . . . ..... 
Children's Museum •••••••••••••.••• . . 
Children's (developed) Playgrounds ••••• 
Costume Unit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 
Clubhouses and Rooms ••••••• . . . . . . . . . . 
Football I'ields 
Golf Course 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• Golf Driving Range ••••••••••••••• • • 
Gymnasia •••.•••••.••..•..•••••.••.••.•• 
Ha,,,aiian Villag e ••••••••••••••.•••..• . . 
ICi tchens .............................. . 
Lighted Play Ar eas ••••••••••••••••• . . 
Rifle Range ••• • •••••••••• . . . . . . . . . . . 
Riding Academy •••••••.••••••••••••••.•• 
Senior Citizens' Areas •••••••••••••.••• 
Softball Fields •••• . . . . . . . . . . 
Swimming Pools ••••••••••••• • •••••••.••• 
Tennis Courts -~························ Volleyball Courts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 
25 
3 
1 

19 
51 
3 
1 

11 
1 
1 

39 
l 
9 

10 
l 
1 
4 
1 
6 

26 
1 
1 
3 

47 
4 

29 
44 

14 
31 

2 
1 

27 
4 

84 




