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THUMBNAIL CODE FOR 

SAFE DRIVING f(F'f. l~P- • ,; 
• T1 "> -1.~~Q 

Always be alert; let nothing diJt'ih~t 'your 
attention from your job of driving. 

Approach pedestrians with caution. Be ready 
to make a quick safe stop. 

Always remain a sufficient distance behind 
the car in front of you to be able to stop 
safely. 

Slow moving vehicles must keep to the ex-
treme right of the highway. They are an 
accident hazard, inviting other motorists 
to make dangerous passes. 

When an officer signals for you to stop, drive 
to the extreme right of the highway and 
give notice of your intention to the driver 
of the vehicle behind you. 

Always slow down when approaching a 
curve. 
Never overdrive your headlights at night. A 

good rule is to drive two-thirds as fast by 
night as you do by day. Sun-down-slow-
down . 

......__ Keep your windshield clean. A dirty wind-
shield is especially hazardous at sun-down 
and at night. 

Be on the alert at night for identification lights 
of trucks and busses. 

Never operate a car more than four hours 
with less than 30 minutes relaxation, or 
more than eight hours with less than two 
hours rest. 



Avoid looking directly at the lights of an on-
coming car at night. An eye is a sensitive 
organ which is quickly blinded by glare. 

Don't pass on hills or blind curves - you 
might just as well drive blindfolded. · 

Don't fail to signal all turns- the fellow be-
hind is entitled to this courtesy. 

Don't challenge the right of way- if in doubt, 
take no chances. 

Don't cut corners- that's the other fellow's 
territory and he might claim it. 

Don't cut in sharply after passing- the driver 
you pass hates the ditch as much as you 
do. 

Don't weave all over the highway- your half 
of the road is on the right. 

Don't take a chance with faulty brakes or 
tires- it's a saving you'll regret. 

Don't be reckless at any time-you endanger 
not only your own life but the other fellow's 
as well. 

Don't drive with blinding lights-the driver 
approaching hates it as much as you do. 

Don't race for an intersection and then sud-
denly stop- brakes have been known to 
fail. 

Don't drive if you drink. Don't drink if you 
drive. 

Don't trust to luck- it might desert you. 
Drive sanely - signal plainly. Save a life-

perhaps your own. 
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FOREWORD 

EVERY person who sits behind the wheel and under-
takes to drive an automobile is presumed to know 

the law governing the operation of motor vehicles. In 
fact, he is held to know the law and, in the event of any 
mishap, he cannot come into court and offer, as a defense 
to a criminal prosecution or to a civil suit for damages, 
the unsupportable plea that he was ignorant of the exist-
ence of, or that he didn't know the meaning of, any 
specific regulatory provision which he may have vio-
lated. 

To facilitate the understanding by the motorists of 
Honolulu of those more important motor vehicle regula-
tions, a thorough knowledge of which is a necessary 
prerequisite to efficient and sale operation on the con-
gested streets of this city and county, this Digest has 
been published by the Home Insurance Co. of Hawaii, 
Ltd., in cooperation with the City-County Attorney and 
the Traffic Safety Ccmmission. The fact must here be 
stressed that it is not the law but a compendium or, as 
the name imports, a "Digest" of the major traffic regu-
latory provisions affecting the driving of motor vehicles. 
It is presented to the Honolulu public in the sincere belief 
that a better understanding of the traffic laws will pre-
vent many accidents and save many lives. 

In brief, compact style there is herein set forth infor-
mation which should answer all the needs of the average 
motorist seeking enlightenment as to his rights and duties 
as prescribed by Territorial statutes and City and County 
ordinances, data on penalties, details on required pro-
cedure when law violations or accidents have occurred, 
and mechanical equipment requirements. This Digest has 
been fur ther designed to furnish information as to the 
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method of securing the registration of a motor vehicle and 
a chauffeur's or operator's license and also contains per• 
tinent information as to our Financial Responsibility Law. 

It is urgently suggested that every motorist read this 
Digest carefully and keep a copy thereof in his or her 
car for reference and, by the judicious use thereof, it is 
hoped that direct attention may be drawn to the necessity 
of careful, thoughtful and considerate cooperation of all 
drivers in promoting greater safety on our streets and 
highways. 

I. DEFINITIONS 
The majority of the terms appearing in this Digest are 

employed in their ordinary meaning and should be easily 
understood by everyone. However, the following defini· 
tions are important due to their special significance as a 
part of the ordinance itself, and, should the need arise 
for more elaborate defining in the course of the text, 
additional definitions will be inserted in the appropriate 
sections. 

Authorized Emergency Vehicle. Every vehicle of the 
Fire Department, Police Vehicles, and such Ambulances 
and Emergency Vehicles of other Government Depart-
ments or Public Service Corporations as are designated 
or authorized by the Board of Supervisors. The vehicle 
of a physician or surgeon on a bona fide emergency call 
and the private vehicle of a police officer in the pursuit 
of his duties in an emergency are accorded many of the 
prerogatives of authorized emergency vehicles. 

Traffic. Includes pedestrians, ridden or herded ani-
mals, vehicles, street cars and other conveyances, either 
singly or together, while using any street for the purposes 
of travel. Furthermore, it is specifically provided in Sec• 
tion 8.01 of the Traffic Code that persons propelling any 
push-cart or riding a bicycle, or an animal upon any 
highway, and persons driving any animal-drawn vehicle 
shall be subject to the regulations set forth in the Traffic 
Code, except those regulations which by their very na· 
ture can have no application. 

Right-of-way. The privilege of the immediate priority 
of use of the roadway. 

Parking. The stopping or standing of a vehicle, 
whether occupied or not, upon a highway otherwise than 
(a) temporarily, while loading or unloading; (b) when 
making necessary emergency repairs; or (c) in obedience 
to traffic regulations, official traffic signs or signals, or 
the directions of a police officer. 
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Chauffeur. Any person who drives a motor vehicle 
while in use as a public or common carrier of persons or 
properly. 

Through Street. Any street or highway, or part thereof, 
a t which signs require every driver to bring his vehicle 
to a full stop before entering or crossing ii, except when 
traffic is controlled by police officers or official traffic 
control signals. 

Crosswalk. That portion of a roadway, whether 
marked or unmarked, at an intersection, or any portion 
of a roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing 
by lines or other markings on the surface. 

Intersection. The area within curb lines extended, and 
if there are no curbs, then within the boundary lines of 
two or more highways which join one another, whether 
or not they cross each other. 

Safety Zone. The space officially set apart within a 
roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and which 
is so marked by adequate signs as to be plainly visible 
at all times while set apart as a safely zone. 

Business District. The territory contiguous to and in-
cluding a highway when 50 per cent or more of the 
frontage thereon for a distance of three hundred or more 
feet is occupied by buildings in use for business. All 
streets or highways within the grounds of City and 
County institutions shall be deemed to be within a busi-
ness district. 

Residence District. The territory contiguous lo and in-
cluding a highway, not comprising a business district, 
when the territory fronting on such highway for a dis-
tance of not less than one-quarter of a mile is occupied 
by dwelling houses or by business structures which are 
not more than an average distance of one hundred feet 
apart. 

Congested District. A portion of downtown Honolulu 
which is bounded in detail in section 1.04 (o) of the 
Traffic Code. Roughly, it includes the area along Liliha 
St., between N. King St. and Vineyard; along . Vineyard 
to Punchbowl St.; along Punchbowl to S. Beretania St.; 
along S. Beretania to Alapai St.; along Alapai to S. King 
St.; along S. King to South St.; along South to Ala Mo-
ana; along Ala Moana to Fort St.; along Fort to Queen 
St.; along Queen to lwilei Rd.; along lwilei Rd. to N. 
King St.; and along N. King to Liliha, which is the point 
of beginning. 

Loading Zone. A portion of the highway adjacent to 
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curb or property line reserved for the exclusive use of 
vehicles loading or unloading passengers or materials. 

II. TRAFFIC SIGNS AND SIGNALS 
To facilitate the control of traffic, signs prohibiting or 

limiting parking, requiring a vehicle to be brought to a 
full stop, prescribing maximum speed limits, prohibiting 
"U" turns or left turns and indicating one-way streets, 
etc., have been erected at various locations throughout 
the City and County and it is specifically provided in 
section 4.02 of the Traffic Code that all motorists obey 
and conform to the instructions on such signs, unless 
otherwise directed by a police officer. 

Furthermore, at several intersections automatic signals, 
displaying differently colored lights successively, have 
been erected to govern the conduct of motorists and 
pedestrians. It is most essential that motorists and pedes-
trians fully understand the significance of these signal 
lights which shall be construed as follows: 

When Green or the word "Go" is shown, vehicles and 
street cars may proceed straight through or turn right or 
left as indicated by a green arrow unless a sign at such 
intersection prohibits either such turn; but vehicles and 
street cars shall yield the right of way to all other ve-
hicles and street cars lawfully within the intersection 
and to pedestrians lawfully within the crosswalk at the 
time such signal is exhibited. Pedestrians, facing the 
Green or "Go" signal may proceed across the roadway 
within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

When Yellow or the word "Caution" is shown, vehicles 
and street cars shall stop before entering the nearest 
crosswalk at the intersection, but if such stop cannot be 
made in safety a vehicle or street car may be driven 
cautiously through the intersection; but pedestrians are 
warned by such signal that there is insufficient time to 
cross the roadway and any pedestrian then starting to 
cross shall yield the right of way to all vehicles and 
street cars. 

When Red or the word "Stop" is shown, vehicles and 
street cars shall stop before entering the nearest cross-
walk or at such other point as may be indicated by a 
clearly visible line and shall remain standing until Green 
or "Go" is shown; and any pedestrian shall not enter 
the roadway whether in a crosswalk or otherwise. 
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III. PARKING REGULATIONS 

Generally, throughout the Congested District, Business 
Districts and other portions of the City and County, Pro-
hibited Parking, Time Limit Parking and Parking During 
Certain Hours, will be indicated by official signs erected 
in the area or block affected. However, there are certain 
locations in which parking is prohibited regardless of 
the erection or non-erection of signs. In the following 
places, it is unlawful to stop, stand or park except to 
avoid conflict with other traffic or to comply with the 
directions of a police officer: 
(a) Within an intersection. 
(b) On a crosswalk. 
(c) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or with-

in 20 feet of points on the curb immediately opposite 
the ends of a safety zone, unless an official sign shall 
indicate a different stopping point. 

(d) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or ob-
struction when such stopping, standing or parking 
would obstruct other traffic. 

(e) Within 20 feet from the intersection of curb lines, or if 
none, then within 15 feet from the intersection of 
property lines at an intersection, except at alleys and 
lanes; provided, however, that this prohibition shall 
be increased to: 
I. Within 5.0 feet of the waikiki curb line of Punch-

bowl Street on the makai side of Hotel Street wai-
kiki of Punchbowl Street, and 

2. Within 50 feet of the extended ewa curb line of 
Lewers Street on the makai side of Kalia Road 
ewa of said extended line. 

(f) Within 30 feet upon the approach to any stop sign 
located at the side of the roadway. 

(g) Within 75 feet of the curb line of the intersecting street 
at the approach to any intersection at which there 
are traffic control signal lights. 

(h) Within 15 feet of the driveways into or out of any 
fire station. 

(i) Within 10 feet of any fire hydrant. 
(j} Within 4 feel of a public or private driveway. 
(k) On a sidewalk. 
(I) On any bridge. 
(m) On a street, lane or alley, unless at least 10 feet of 

the width of the roadway is left available for free 
movement of vehicular traffic. 
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(n) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or 
parked at the curb of a street or the lateral boundary 
of a roadway (i.e., double parking). 

(o) Never park on the paved or improved portion of any 
rural highway, whether attended or unattended, when 
it is practicable to leave it off the highway; but in 
every event a clear and unobstructed width of at 
least 20 feet of such part of the highway opposite 
such standing vehicle shall be left for the free pas-
sage of other vehicles and a clear view of such 
parked vehicle must be available from a distance of 
200 feet in each direction. 

Method of Parking. Vehicles shall be parked parallel 
to the curb or edge of the roadway, headed in the direc-
tion of traffic, with the curb-side wheels within 12 inches 
of the curb, except where angle parking is required by 
signs or markings. A commercial vehicle may be backed 
to the curb for the loading or unloading of merchandise 
when the operator has in his possession a permit for such 
purpose issued by the Chief of Police. 

Miscellaneous Parking Provisions: 
(]) Vehicles in time limit parking area shall be moved 

at least 50 feet or shall be deemed to have remained 
stationary. 

(2) All-night parking _ is prohibited. No vehicle shall be 
parked for a longer period than 60 minutes between 
2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

(3) Parking stalls. Where established, vehicles shall only 
be parked therein. 

(4) Loading zones for passengers and freight have been 
established in various locations throughout the city 
and county. In a passenger loading zone, stopping or 
parking is prohibited, except for the expeditious load-
ing or unloading of passengers, and then only for a 
period not exceeding three minutes. In a freight load-
ing zone, stopping or parking is prohibited except for 
the expeditious loading or unloading of passengers or 
freight, the maximum time limit being thirty minutes. 

(5) Bus Stops. Where established no bus shall be stopped 
except therein; other vehicles shall not be stopped in 
bus stops except temporarily for the loading or un-
loading of passengers, and then only when such stop-
ping does not interfere with any bus. 
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(6) Parking is unlawful for the purpose of displaying a 
vehicle for sale or for the purpose of washing, greas-
ing or repairing the same, except such repairs neces-
sitated by an emergency. 

IV. OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

Drive on Right Side of Roadway. This is a fundamemal 
rule of the road and must be adhered to, except under 
the following conditions: 
(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle pro-

ceeding in the same direction under the rules govern-
ing such movement; 

(2) When the right half of the roadway is closed to traffic 
while under construction or repair or for any other 
reason; 

(3) Upon a roadway divided into marked lanes to accom-
modate traffic moving in particular directions or at 
designated speeds; 

(4) Upon a roadway designated and sign-posted for one-
way traffic. 

Passing Vehicle Proceeding in Opposite Direction. Each 
driver shall pass the other to the right, giving to the other 
at least one-half of the roadway. 

Overtaking and Passing a Vehicle Proceeding in the 
Same Direction shall be made to the left of the overtaken 
vehicle except when overtaking on the right is permitted. 
Though this movement is frequently necessary to facili-
tate the flow of traffic, it is fraught with danger unless 
executed cautiously. The overtaking driver shall pass at 
a safe distance to the left and shall not drive to the right 
again until safely clear of the overtaken vehicle. Nor 
shall the overtaking driver drive to the left of the center 
of the roadway unless such left side is clearly visible and 
is free from on-coming traffic for a sufficient distance 
ahead to permit passing in safety. On the other hand, 
the overtaken driver is required to give way to the right 
in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal, 
except when passing on the right is permitted; and he is 
further prohibited from increasing his speed until com-
pletely passed. 

Overtaking and Passing on the RIGHT is permitted 
when the vehicle to be overtaken is making or about to 
make a left turn since in making, or approaching for, a 
left turn a vehicle must be driven in that portion of the 
right half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof. 
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Also, on roadways lined for four lanes of traffic a 
vehicle may overtake and pass on either the left or right 
when such movement can be made in safety; but, in 
passing on the right under such conditions, a driver is 
prohibited from driving oil the pavement or upon the 
shoulder of the highway. 

Prohibited Overtaking and Passing: 
(I) At any railroad crossing. 
(2) At any intersection. 
(3) On a curve or on the approach to a summit, unless 

there is an unobstructed view of at least 600 feet. 
(4) At a crosswalk, whether marked or unmarked, where 

the vehicle to be overtaken and passed has stopped 
to yield a pedestrian or another vehicle the right of 
way. 

Passing a Street Car on Left is prohibited whether such 
street car is actually in motion or stopped, except: 
(1) When so directed by a police officer; 
(2) When upon a one-way street; or 
(3) When upon a street where the tracks are so located 

as to prevent it. 
However, when under any of the three foregoing ex-

ceptions a driver passes a street car on the left which is 
stopped to receive or discharge passengers, he shall 
reduce speed and exercise extreme caution for pedes-
trians, yielding them the right of way when required to 
do so. 

Passing a Street Car on Right is permitted but, when a 
street car has stopped for the purpose of receiving or 
discharging passengers, a vehicle shall be brought to a 
stop at least five feet to the rear of the nearest running 
board or door of such street car and shall remain so 
stopped until all passengers have reached a place of 
safety. 

Driving on Roadways Divided into Three or More 
Traffic Lanes: 
(]) A vehicle shall be driven entirely within a single lane 

and shall not be removed therefrom unless such move-
ment can be made with safety. 

(2) On three-lane roadways no vehicle shall be driven 
in the center lane except when overtaking and pass-
ing and no vehicle at any time shall be driven within 
the left lane. 
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Rules for Turning: 
(1) A driver of a vehicle intending to turn right at an 

intersection shall be in traffic lane nearest right-hand 
edge or curb, and in turning he shall keep as close 
as is practicable to the right hand curb or edge of the 
roadway. 

(2) A driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at an in-
tersection, or. into a private driveway on his left, shall 
turn from the lane immediately to the right of the 
center line of the roadway, keep as close as prac-

TO TUAn IIUGHT· 
EP CLOSE TO CUR 

TO TUA.n LEFT• 
EP CLOSE TO CEMT 

OF STREET ... 

•••••••• •• • --e 
ticable to the left of the center of the intersection, and 
then leave the intersection to the right of the center 
line of the roadway being entered. 

(3) Whenever official marks, buttons or signs are placed 
within or adjacent to intersections, no driver shall 
execute a turn otherwise than as so directed by such 
marks, buttons or signs. 
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(4) No "U" turn shall be made within the Congested Dis-
trict, on any four-laned highway, or at any intersec-
tion where traffic is controlled by automatic signal 
lights. Such turns may be made at other locations 
provided such movement can be executed in safety 
and without interfering with other traffic. 

Rules of the Right-of-Way: 
(I) The general rule is that the driver of a vehicle ap-

proaching an intersection shall yield the right-of-way 
to a vehicle which has entered the intersection from 

RIGHT OF WAV R.U LE 
THE DRIVER OF A Vl!HICLE APPROACHING AN 

INTERSECTION SHALL YIELD THE lllGHT OF WAV 
TO A VEHICLE WHICH HAS ENTERED THI! INTER.• 
.SliCTION. 

°C 0 SHAlL YIELD11:>A" . a· SHALL YI ELD ro" A' : --------------, 
I 
I 
I 

,-_____ t_c_, ...... ::::xj _____ ___ _ ~l _______ __, 
"A" IS ENTITLl!D 
TO PROCEED 

WHEN TWO VEHICLES l!NTElt AN INTERSICTION 
AT THE SAM# TIMI THI DRIVER. ON THli LEFT 
SH.ALL YIELD TO THE DRIVER ON THE RIISHr. 

•c• SHALL VIILDT0°A" ·a• MAY PROCEED 
I 

: :~ 
I : 

I ' ~ : : >--------•- - - -- - - ----'-,....-------~ 
"A " SHALL VIELD HAS R.ICSHT OF 
TO ·s·. BUT.. . . A WAY OVEll ·c . 

the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the 
right-of-way to the vehicle on the right. 
a different highway; but when two vehicles enter an 
intersection from different highways at the same lime, 

(2) Right-of-Way When Making Left Turn: The driver of 
a vehicle within an intersection intending to turn to 
the left shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle 
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approaching from the opposite direction which is 
within the intersection, or so close as to constitute an 
immediate hazard, but said driver, having so yielded 
and having given a signal when and as required by 
law, may make such left turn and the drivers of all 
other vehicles approaching the intersection from said 
opposite direction shall yield the right-of-way to the 
vehicle making the left turn. 

(3) Right-of-Way When Entering Through Street or Stop 
Intersection: The driver of a vehicle must come to a 
full stop before entering a Through Street or a Stop 

RIGHT OF WAV RULE 
AT II STOP. STREETS 

I 
I 
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Intersection, ani:I shall yield the right-of-way to other 
vehicles which have entered the intersection from the 
through street, or lo vehicles which are approaching 
so closely as lo constitute an immediate hazard; but 
said driver, having so yielded, may proceed and the 
drivers of all other vehicles approaching the intersec-
tion shall yield the right-of-way to him. 

(4) Right-of-Way When Emerging from Alley or Private 
Driveway: The driver of a vehicle emerging from a 
lane, alley, private driveway or a building, shall stop 
before driving onto a sideway or onto the sidewalk 
area extending across any alley-way, driveway, lane 
or building entrance and, upon entering the roadway, 
shall yield the right-of-way lo all vehicles approach-
ing on said roadway. 

(5) Right-of-Way Rule on Approach of Authorized Emer-
gency Vehicle. Upon the approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle or emergency vehicle (i.e., the ve-
hicle of a physician or surgeon on a bona fide emer-
gency call or the private vehicle of a police officer in 
the pursuit of his duties in an emergency), the driver 
of every vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and shall 
drive lo a position parallel to and as close as possible 
to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway, far 
enough from any intersection lo allow sufficient space 
for the authorized emergency vehicle lo turn safely. 

Miscellaneous Driving Rules: 
(1) Slow-Moving Vehicle: The driver of a slow-moving 

vehicle shall drive such as close as possible lo the 
right-hand edge of the roadway. 

(2) Following Too Closely: Do not follow another vehicle 
more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having 
due regard for the speed of such vehicle and the 
traffic upon and the condition of the roadway. 

(3) Driving on Sidewalk is prohibited except at a drive-
way, alley-way or entrance to a lane or building. 

(4) Following Fire Apparatus is prohibited within a dis-
tance of 500 feet. Likewise it is prohibited to drive 
into or park a vehicle within the block where fire 
apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm. 

(5) Unlawful to Drive Over Fire Hose except with the 
consent of the fire department official in command. 

(6) Limitations on Backing. A vehicle shall not be backed 
into any highway within the Congested District, nor 
shall any vehicle be backed into an intersection, over 
a crosswalk or at any place whatsoever unless such 
movement can be made in safety. 
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(7) A Vehicle Shall be Brought to a Full Stop: 
(a) Before entering any crosswalk at an intersection 

when a red stop light is exhibited and shall not pro-
ceed until a green light is displayed; 

(b) Before entering any intersection or marked or un-
marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on 
the other side of the intersection or crosswalk to ac-
commodate the vehicle without obstructing the pas-
sage of other vehicles or pedestrians, notwithstanding 
any traffic control signal to proceed; 

(c) Before entering any Through Street or Stop Intersec-
tion where official "Stop" signs are erected and main-
tained ; 

(d) Before crossing any sidewalk or sidewalk area ex-
tending across any alley-way, driveway, lane or 
building entrance, on emerging from any such alley-
way, driveway, lane or building entrance; 

(e) When following or about to overtake any street car 
which has stopped for the purpose of receiving or 
discharging passengers, a vehicle shall be brought to 
a stop at least five feet to the rear of the nearest run-
ning board or door of such street car and shall remain 
so stopped until all passengers or prospective passen-
gers have reached a place of safety; 

(I) In case of an accident, (See further requirements 
under ACCIDENTS, Sec. IX.) 

V. SPEED RESTRICTIONS 

Basic: Speed Rule. It is unlawful for any person to 
drive a vehicle on a highway at a speed greater than is 
reasonable and prudent under the conditions then exist-
ing. This means' that even though a lawful or permissible 
rate is stated, the d river must take into consideration the 
w id th of the roadwa y , volume of traffic thereon, street 
intersections which may be encountered a nd weather 
conditions and, in order to come under the "reasonable 
and prudent" s tandard, he must decrease his speed from 
the lawful or permissible rate. Where no special hazard 
exists the following speeds shall be lawful, but any speed 
in excess of said limits shall be prima facie evidence that 
the speed is not reasonable or prudent and that it is 
unlawful: Note: Though official signs, stating the lawful 
or permissible speed, have been generally erected 
throughout the city and county, every motorist is bound 
by this speed law, whether or not signs have been 
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erected. Consequently, it is most important that every 
driver be familiar with this speed regulation. 
a, Twenty (20) miles per hour is lawful and permissible: 
(I) In the Congested District; 
(2) In any Business District; 
(3) On any street or highway in any closely built up dis-

trict when official signs are erected and maintained, 
indicating the maximum speed permissible; 

(4) While passing a school ground contiguous to the high-
way during school recess or while children are going 
to or leaving such school during opening or closing 
hours or while the playgrounds of any such school 
are in use by school children. 

b. Twenty-five (25) miles per hour is lawful: 
(I) On Beretania St. from Alakea St. to Alapai St.; 
(2) On any street or highway, other than a through street, 

and except as otherwise limited or extended; 
(3) Through all towns and villages. 
c. Thirty (30) miles per hour is lawful: 
(I) On any through street, subject, however, to the spe-

cific limitations and extensions otherwise set forth; 
(2) On Kalakaua Ave. from Beretania St. to Kapahulu 

Avenue; 
(3) On Ala Moana from Fort St. to South St. 
d. Thirty-five (35) miles per hour is lawful: 
(I) On Ala Moana from South St. to Ala Wai; 
(2) On Ala Wai Boulevard; 
(3) Kamehameha Highway, excepting those portions 

thereof for which a different maximum speed is pre-
scribed; 

(4) Kapiolani Boulevard from Ward St. to its junction with 
Waialae Ave.; 

(5) Moanalua Road from the junction of Puuloa Road to 
its terminus at Kamehameha Highway; 

(6) Pearl Harbor Road; and 
(7) All highways where a lesser rate is not required nor 

a greater rate permitted. 
e. Forty-five (45) miles per hour is lawful: 
(I) On Kamehameha Highway, beginning at a point 500 

feet ewa of the junction of Pearl Harbor Road and Ka-
mehameha Highway and running west to the Ewa-
Schofield Junction, except at Pearl Harbor-Aiea Inter-
section where the speed limit shall be 25 miles per 
hour for a distance of 500 feet on either side of this 
intersection; 
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(2) All units of Federal Aid Project 7, beginning at the 
Ewa-Schofield Junction and running to the westerly 
end of Federal Aid Project 7D, except at Kipapa Gulch 
where the speed limit shall be 35 miles per hour, and 
except through Wahiawa beginning at a point 500 
feet south of Wright Gate to a point 1,550 feet north 
of Karsten That Bridge where the speed limit shall be 
25 miles per hour; 

(3) All units of Federal Aid Project 3, except at Waimea 
Bay, where the speed limit shall be 35 miles per hour; 

(4) All units of Federal Aid Project I, except at Kahana 
Bay where the speed limit shall be 35 miles per hour; 

(5) Federal Aid Project ISA; 
(6) That portion of Federal Aid Project 6, beginning at 

the westerly end of Federal Aid Project 6F and run-
ning to the northerly boundary of Kaupo Park; 

(7) The Wahiawa-Waialua Road, from its junction with 
Kamehameha Highway near Wahiawa to a point 
approximately 2,400 feet mauka from its junction with 
Kamehameha Highway near Waialua. 

(Important Qualifying Note: The fact that the speed of 
a vehicle is lower than the foregoing limits shall not 
relieve the driver from the duty to decrease speed when 
approaching and crossing an intersection, when op--
preaching and going around a curve, when approaching 
a hillcrest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding 
roadway, or when special hazard exists with respect to 
pedestrians or other traffic or by reason of weather or 
highway conditions, and speed shall be decreased as 
may be necessary to avoid colliding with any person, 
vehicle or other conveyance, on or entering the highway, 
in compliance with legal requirements and the duty of 
all persons to use due care.) 

Minimum Speed: It is forbidden to drive a motor ve-
hicle at such a low speed as to impede or block the nor-
mal and reasonable movement of traffic except when so 
directed by a police officer, or when reduced speed is 
necessary for safe operation, or in compliance with law. 

Special Rules Governing the Speed of Heavy Vehicles: 
Though subject to the basic speed law and the maxi-

mum limits set forth above, a vehicle equipped wholly 
with pneumatic tires shall never be driven at a greater 
speed than 40 miles per hour, when the weight, includ-
ing load, exceeds 34,000 pounds. If equipped wholly or 
partly with solid tires the speed limit is 20 miles per hour 
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when the weight, including load, does not exceed 14,000 
pounds; if the weight is in excess of 14,000 pounds, the 
speed limit is JO miles per hour. 

A vehicle or trailer carrying a weight in excess of six 
tons, including the weight of the vehicle, which is 
equipped wholly or partly with metal tires or other hard 
non-resilient material, shall not be operated upon any 
highway at a speed in excess of six miles per hour. 

VI. DRUNKEN DRIVING, RECKLESS DRIVING, AND 
FURIOUS AND HEEDLESS DRIVING 

We are now considering the three most serious traffic 
infractions, those which have proved the most prolific 
cause of fatalities, personal injuries and property dam-
age and upon which the courts have invariably pro-
nounced the most severe penalties. 
()) Operating a Vehicle While Under the Influence of In-

toxicating Liquor. This is probably the most flagrant 
violation in the entire traffic Code. In addition to fac-
ing a jail sentence of one year or a $1,000 fine, or 
both, the court is required to revoke the driving license 
of such convicted person and the Examiner of Chauf-
feurs is prohibited from even considering the applica-
tion of such person for a new license for a period of 
one year. Should the Examiner, in his discretion, then 
decide to grant a license, the applicant, as a condi-
tion precedent thereto, must furnish and thereafter 
maintain financial responsibility, which is fully ex-
plained under Section XVIII. 

(2) Reckless Driving is that kind of driving which en-
dangers or is likely to endanger the property, life or 
limb of any person. The following are some of the 
acts which taken in connection with the surrounding 
circumstances may cause you to be _guilty of reckless 
driving: 

(a) Operating a motor vehicle upon any highway reck-
lessly, having regard to the width and use of the 
highway, the volume of traffic thereon, street intersec-
tions and weather conditions, or so as to endanger 
the property or life or limb of any person. 

(b) Operating a motor vehicle upon any highway at such 
a rate of speed as to endanger the life or safety of 
any person. (This would be in addition to the speed 
violations which constitute a separate offense.) 
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(c) The operation, knowingly, of a vehicle with defective 
mechanism. 

(d) Passing to the left of a street car or passing a street 
car taking on or discharging passengers. 

(e) Failure to be in correct traffic lane when turning to 
left or right. 

(f) Driving to the left of the center of the highway. 
(g) Trick driving and one-arm driving. 
(h) Passing other vehicles at street intersections. 
(i) Racing on the highways. 

The foregoing list is illustrative and not all-inclusive. 
(3) Furious and Heedless Driving involves many of the 

elements of Reckless Driving and, under a Territorial 
statute, where personal safety is imminently endan-
gered, carries a line of from $5 to $500 or one year 
of imprisonment. If personal safety is not imperiled, 
a fine of from $5 to $100 may be imposed or a year 
of imprisonment. Under the Traffic Code, reckless 
driving carries a fine not to exceed $1,000. 

VII. ILLEGAL DRIVING AND RIDING 

(1) Prohibiting More Than One Person from Riding Upon 
a Motorcycle, Bicycle or Tricycle. It is forbidden for 
the driver of a motorcycle, bicycle or tricycle to carry 
any other person upon the handle bars, frame or tank 
and it is likewise forbidden for any person to so ride. 

(2) Clinging to Moving Vehicles Prohibited. This applies 
to persons riding bicycles, tricycles, motorcycles, 
coasters or any toy vehicle, and persons on roller 
skates, who a ttach the vehicle upon which they are 
riding or themselves to any street car or moving 
vehicle. 

(3) Driving Through Processions and Parades Prohibited. 
It is unlawful for any pedestrian to walk or for any 
operator of a vehicle or street car or any equestrian, 
to drive or ride between the vehicles or units com-
prising, or to interrupt any regularly ordered funeral 
procession or parade. 

(4) Unlawful Riding. Every person is prohibited from 
riding on any street car or vehicle upon any portion 
thereof which is not intended for the use of passen-
gers. 

(5) Driving a Vehicle or Riding Therein When the Driver's 
View or the Driving Mechanism is Obscured or Ob-
structed. A driver of a vooicle is forbidden to drive 
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• 
• Honolulu's Traffic Safety Program 
Has Saved Over 150 Lives in Six Years 

• In 1932, year before Traffic Safety Commission 
was organized and community safety program 
launched, 62 persons were killed in traffic. 

• If deaths had increased in proportion to increase 
in vehicles, 84 persons would have died in 1938 
instead of 40 . 

• If deaths had increased in proportion to gasoline 
consumption, 77 would have died instead of 40. 

• If deaths had increased in proportion to popula-
tion, 68 would have died in 1938 instead of 40. 

HONOLULU'S TRAFFIC TOLL- 1929 TO 1938 
1929 1930 1931 ' 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 

Deaths ...... .. ..... ............. ...... ............... . 48 62 50 I 62 39 41 35 47 40 
Injured ............ ...... ...... ... ... ... ... ............ 901 1,284 1,003 1,219 1,260 1,523 1,699 1,622 1,804 
Accidents ... ... .... .. ... ..... ... .. .... ....... .... .. . 3,144 3,790 3,371 1,869 1,227 1,464 1,537 1,565 1,764 
Reg. Vehicles ................ ....... ......... .. .. 25,286 26,448 30,662 .f 31,821 31,240 31,560 32,444 37,282 41,042 
Population .... .... ...... ..... ... ..... .... ... ........ 184,816 202,923 205,162 207,838 207,693 207,004 210,61 0 216,86 1 218,807 
Gas Consump. (in thousand gallons) ......... ... 18,446 19,600 23,106 22,294 
Death Rate (per 1000 pop.) .......... ..... 1.9 2.3 1.6 1.9 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.2 .9 

Much More Can Be Done-Hundreds More Lives Can Be Saved If You Will Kokua the Safety 
Program Conducted By Your Mayor, Board of Supervisors, Police Department and the • • • • 
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the same when it is so loaded, or when there are in 
the front seat such number of persons, exceeding 
three including himself, as to obstruct his view to the 
front or sides, or as to interfere with his manipulation 
of the brakes, steering wheel or other mechanism of 
the vehicle. Then, as a corollary to this rule, it is for-
bidden for any person to ride in a vehicle or street 
car in such position as to interfere with the driver's 
or motorman's view ahead or to the sides or so as to 
interfere with his control over the driving mechanism 
or the brakes of the vehicle or street car. 

(6) Driving Through Safety Zones is prohibited at all 
times. 

(7) Driving on Street Car Tracks is unlawful alter warn-
ing signal from the motorman or operator of the street 
car and the driver of a vehicle, after passing a street 
car, is forbidden to turn in front of same so as to 
impede or interfere with its movements. 

vrn. PEDESTRIANS' RIGHTS AND DUTIES. 

(1) Pedestrians are subject to traffic control signals. (See 
Sec. 11.) 

(2) Pedestrians' Right-of-Way al Crosswalks Where No 
Traffic Control Signals are in Operation: 

a. When any pedestrian leaves the sidewalk or edge of 
the roadway and enters a marked or unmarked 
crosswalk, all drivers of vehicles approaching on that 
half of the roadway which the pedestrian has entered, 
shall yield the right-of-way to such pedestrian. 

b. When any pedestrian crossing a roadway, within a 
crosswalk, has reached the center or approximate 
center of the roadway, all drivers of vehicles ap-
proaching on that half of the roadway which the 
pedestrian ls about to enter, shall yield the right-of-
way to such pedestrian. 

(3) Pedestrian to Yield the Right-of-Way: Any pedestrian 
except while boarding or alighting from a street car, 
shall yield the right-of-way to a vehicle upon the 
roadway at any point other than within a marked or 
unmarked crosswalk, or other place specially pro-
vided for pedestrians; provided, however, that this 
provision shall not relieve the driver of a vehicle 
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from the duty to exercise due care for the safety of a 
pedestrian. 

(4) Jaywalking: A pedestrian shall not step into that por-
tion of the roadway devoted to vehicular traffic 
(within the Congested District) except to board or 
alight from a street car and except at marked or un-
marked crosswalks; and pedestrians waiting for 
street cars shall not step into the roadway sooner, nor 
on leaving the street car remain in the roadway 
longer than is necessary. 

(5) Pedestrians on Roller Skates or Riding in or by Means 
of Any Coaster or Toy Vehicle shall be subject to the 
general provisions of the Traffic Code applicable to 
all pedestrians. 

(6) Use Right Half of Crosswalk: Whenever practical, 
pedestrians shall walk on right half of crosswalks. 

(7) Hitch-hiking: No person shall stand in the roadway 
for the purpose of soliciting rides from the driver of 
any private vehicle. 

(8) Right-of-Way for Blind and Crippled Pedestrians: Ex-
cept at intersections where the movement of traffic is 
being regulated by police officers, the driver of a 
vehicle shall come to a stop and take such precaution 
as may be necessary before proceeding so as to 
avoid injury to a crippled pedestrian using crutches, 
or a blind or partially blind pedestrian carrying in 
full view a cane, white in color, or white with red 
ends, and blowing continually a whistle similar to the 
type of whistle used by traffic officers. 

(9) Walk on Left Side of Roadway: Where a highway 
has no sidewalks pedestrians shall travel only on 
the left side of the highway, facing traffic coming 
from the opposite direction; when a vehicle ap-

PEDESTRIAns - ALWAVS WALi< on THI! LEl'T 
5101! OF A llOAOWAV, PAClnG oncom,nG TRAFFIC 
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preaches he shall, ii practical, step off the traveled 
highway. 

SUMMARY OF RULES FOR PEDESTRIANS 
Alert Today- Alive Tomorrow 

Never cross the street between intersections, except in 
a designated crosswalk. 

Never cross an intersection diagonally. 
Never dart into the street or highway from between 

parked cars. 
Never carry an umbrella or package so your view of ap-

proaching traffic is obstructed. 
Never run into the street. 
Never enter the roadway on roller skates, except within 

a crosswalk. 
Always obey traffic signals. 
Always cross at intersections or within clearly defined 

crosswalks. 
Always walk on the left side of the road facing traffic. 
Always when in groups walk in single file in traveling 

on the roadway. 
Always when walking along the roadway at night, carry 

a light. 
Always cross rural roadway only at points where the 

approach of traffic can be observed from either direc-
tion. 

Always step off the improved surface of the roadway 
when good judgment dictates. 

Always remember "Better be Safe Than be Sorry." 

IX. ACCIDENTS 
(I) Driver Must Stop After Accident. Driver involved in 

an accident resulting in injury or death of any person, 
or damages to a vehicle which is driven or attended 
by any person, shall immediately stop near the scene 
of accident. He shall give his name, address and 
registration number of the vehicle he is driving and, 
on request, exhibit driver's license to the person 
struck or to the driver or occupant of or person at-
tending any vehicle collided with. He shall render 
any person injured reasonable assistance, such as 
carrying or making arrangements to carry such per-
son to a physician, surgeon or hospital, ii it is appar-
ently necessary or ii requested by any injured person. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: The former exemptions accorded 
the driver of a private vehicle conveying an injured per-
son to a hospital or other place for treatment is no longer 
in force. Any person now undertaking this responsibility 
must observe all speed, right-of-way, and other traffic 
regulations. 
(2) Duty Upon Striking Unattended Vehicle. Driver of 

vehicle which collides with unattended vehicle shall 
immediately stop and either locate and notify the op-
erator or owner, and give his name and address, or 
shall leave in a conspicuous place in the vehicle 
struck a written notice, giving his name and address, 
and a statement of the circumstances thereof. 

(3) Duty on Striking Fixtures on Highway. A driver strik-
ing fixtures legally on or adjacent to a highway shall 
locate and notify the owner or person in charge there-
of and give his name, address and vehicle registra-
tion number and, upon request, exhibit his driver's 
license. He shall immediately report the incident to 
the Police Department. 

(4) Duty to Report Accidents. The driver of any vehicle 
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death 
of any person, or total property damage• to an appar-
ent extent of twenty-five dollars or more, shall immed-
iately or as soon thereafter as possible report such 
accident and later forward a written report thereof to 
the Police Department. 

(5) Garage Keeper to Report to Police Department the 
registration and engine number, and the name and 
address of the owner or driver of all vehicles brought 
in which show evidence of having been involved in 
an accident or struck by a bullet. 

X. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

It is Unlawful to: 
(I) Leave an Unattended Vehicle without stopping motor 

and setting brakes and, if on a perceptible grade, 
without turning wheels of vehicle to curb or edge of 
roadway; 

(2) Wilfully break, injure, tamper with, or remove any 
part of any vehicle without the consent of the owner; 
and it is unlawful, without the consent of the owner 
to climb upon any vehicle; 
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(3) Manipulate any of the levers. starting crank, brakes 
or other devices of a standing vehicle, except that an 
operator of a standing vehicle may release the brakes 
and move another standing vehicle for the purpose 
of extricating his own vehicle from a parking loca-
tion; 

(4) Place or deposit glass or any other substance on a 
highway likely to injury any person, animal or ve-
hicle; 

(5) Drive any vehicle on a highway unless such vehicle 
is so constructed or loaded as to prevent any leaking 
or escaping of its contents or load; 

(6) Transport passengers on a truck not intended for such 
purpose without a permit from the Chief of Police; 

(7) Drive any vehicle in such a manner that parts of the 
vehicle or the load carried thereon damage the road. 
In addition to the penalties fixed by the Traffic Code, 
a person so causing such damage shall be liable for 
the costs of restoring the road to its condition prior 
to such damage. 

(8) Operate any traction engine, road engine, hauling en-
gine, trailer, steam roller, automobile, truck or other 
power vehicle upon any highway, the face of the 
tires of which are fitted with flanges, ribs, clamps, 
cleats, lugs, chains, spikes, or other projections de-
structive to the road surface. 

(9) Hedges and other obstructions at intersections. No 
hedge, shrubbery, fence or wall shall be maintained 
so as to impair a driver's visibility at an intersection. 
No such obstruction can be over 3 feet above the 
street for a distance of 30 feet back on each inter-
secting street. 

XI. WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

There are various provisions prescribing the maximum 
weight of automobiles, trucks, trailers and semi-trailers, 
that may be operated upon a highway. These weight 
limitations are, to a great extent, dependent on the num-
ber of wheels, axles and types of tires. Inasmuch as 
such weight restrictions are not directly related to the 
ordinary operation of a motor vehicle, they have not been 
embodied in this Digest. Information on permissible 
weights will be found in the Traffic Code, as follows: 
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Sec. 12.13 Weight of Vehicles Restricted. 
Sec. 12.14 Limitation of Weight and Wear Defined. 
Sec. 12.15 Restricting Use of Tantalus Road by Heavy 

Vehicles. 
Sec. 12.16 Restricting Use of Pali Road by Heavy Ve-

hicles. (7:15 lo 8:30 a.m. and 4:15 lo 5:30 
p.m.) 

Sec. 12.17 Restricting Use of Kaneohe Bay Drive and 
Maunawili Ranch Road by Heavy Vehicles. 

Sec. 12.18 Permission lo Operate Certain Heavy Ve-
hicles . 

XII. EQUIPMENT 

(1) Reconstructed or Rebuilt Vehicles shall not be oper-
ated upon any highway without a permit from the 
Chief of Police. 

(2) Width and Height Restrictions: No vehicle, including 
load, of a height greater than 13 feel and of a width 
greater than nine feel, shall be operated on any high-
way without a permit from the Chief Engineer; pro-
vided, however, that traction engines may have a 
width not greater than 10 feel. 

(2) Horn: Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a 
horn that can be heard not less than 200 feet away; 
but no vehicle, except an authorized emergency ve-
hicle, shall be equipped with a siren, spark plug 
whistle or exhaust horn, and no driver shall use a 
horn for other than a reasonable warning. The mak-
ing of unnecessary or unreasonably loud or harsh 
sound by a horn or other warning device is pro-
hibited. 

(3) Mirror: Every vehicle must be equipped with a mir-
ror giving a rear view of the roadway for a distance 
of 200 feel. 

(4) Muffler: Every vehicle must be equipped with a 
muffler in good working order lo prevent excessive 
or unusual noise or annoying smoke. The use of a 
muffler cut-out, bypass or similar device is prohibited. 

(5) Posters on Windshield: It is forbidden lo place posters 
or stickers on windshields, rear windows, side wings 
or auxiliary windshields, except that a poster or 
sticker, covering an area not greater than 4 by 6 
inches, may be placed in the lower right-hand corner 
of the windshield. 
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(6) Windshield Wiper: Every motor vehicle must be 
equipped with a windshield wiper which may be 
operated by hand or automatically. 

(7) Tail Gate and Loading Rack: It is unlawful to drive 
or park any truck with the tail-gate, tailboard or 
loading rack hanging down or projecting from the 
vehicle except while such vehicle is being loaded or 
unloaded, and except when a load thereon extends 
beyond the tail-gate or tailboard. 

(8) Flag or Light at End of Projecting Load: Between one-
half hour after sunset and one-half hour before sun-
rise, any load on a vehicle extending more than four 
feet to the rear shall display at the end thereof a red 
light, clearly visible for a distance of 300 feet from 
the rear. At all other times, there shall be displayed 
at the end of such load a red flag, not less than 16 
inches square. 

(9) Motorcycles with rear passenger seats shall be 
equipped with hand grips on both sides. 

xm. LIGHTS REQUIRED 

General: All lights required, must be kept lit from 
one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise. 

, (]) Headlights: Every motor vehicle in use on public 
highways, except motorcycles, must be equipped with 
at least two headlights casting a white light sufficient 
under normal atmospheric conditions to reveal objects 
200 feet ahead. Motorcycles shall have at least one 
such headlight. Bicycles are required to be equipped 
with headlights visible at all times for at least two 
hundred feet in the direction toward which the vehicle 
is faced. 

(2) White Light Showing on Registration Number: On 
every motor vehicle, either the tail light or a separate 
lamp shall be so constructed and placed as to illumi-
nate with a white light the rear registration number 
plate and render it clearly visible and legible from 
a distance of 50 feet to the rear. 

(3) Clearance Lights: Every motor vehicle having a width 
in excess of 80 inches shall be equipped with two 
clearance lights on the left side, one at the front and 
one at the rear. Such lights shall show a green light, 
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front and 
rear and to the left side of the vehicle. 
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(4) Light Beams to be Lowered: On approaching another 
vehicle proceeding from the opposite direction and 
when within not less than 300 feet thereof, any per-
son, driving a motor vehicle equipped with head-
lamps empowered to throw two or more sets of beams 
for driving purposes, shall temporarily substitute the 
lower beams, in case the higher beams are then being 
used, until said approaching vehicle has passed said 
person. 

(5) Red or Green Lights shall not be displayed in front 
of any vehicle, except an authorized emergency 
vehicle, and except as required under XIII (3). 

(6) Spot Lights are prohibited while a vehicle is in mo-
tion on a highway. 

(7) Tail Lights: Every motor vehicle in use or parked on 
or adjacent to traveled part of highway shall display 
at rear at least one lamp showing a red light visible 
under normal atmospheric conditions for a distance 
of 200 feet to the rear. No Tail Lights will be neces-
sary in the district bounded by Punchbowl St. from 
Beretania to Queen, along Queen to Iwilei Rd., then 
to King St., to Liliha, to School, to Emma, to Beretania, 
to Punchbowl; in Kaneohe, on Kamehameha Highway 
between Coral Gardens and Lilipuna Roads; Kala-
kaua -Ave. between Monsarrat and Beretania; on 
Beretania and S. King between Kapahulu and Punch-
bowl; on S. King between Keeaumoku and Victoria; 
on Kapiolani Blvd. between Kalakaua and Ward. 

Every Bicycle shall be equipped with a lamp on the 
rear thereof, displaying a red light, clearly visible from 
a distance of 200 feel to the rear, except that an approved 
red reflector may be used. 

XIV. BRAKE REQUIREMENTS 

Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with adequate 
brakes, including two separate means of applying brakes, 
each of which means shall be effective to apply the 
brokes to at least two wheels. Should these two separate 
means be connected in any way, they shall be so con-
structed that failure of any one part of the operating 
mechanism shall not leave the motor vehicle without 
brakes on at least two wheels. 
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Every motorcycle, and bicycle with motor attached, 
shall be equipped with at least one brake which may be 
operated by hand or foot. 

Every trailer or semi-trailer of a gross weight of 3,000 
pounds or more when operated upon a highway shall 
be equipped with brakes adequate to control the move-
ment of and to stop and to hold such vehicle and so 
designed as to be applied by the driver of the towing 
vehicle from its cab, and said brakes shall be so designed 
and connected that in case of an accidental breakaway 
of the towed vehicle the brakes shall be automatically 
applied. 

Required Performance Ability of Brakes: 
(I) Service brakes: Must stop a vehicle within 30 feet at 

20 miles per hour. 
(2) Hand brake: Must s top a vehicle within 55 feet at 20 

miles per hour and hold it stationary on any grade. 
(3) Cars equipped with two-wheel brakes: Service brakes 

must stop a vehicle within 40 feet at 20 miles per 
hour, and the hand brake within 55 feet. 

DISTANCE REQUIRED FOR STOPPING--
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XV. SIGNALS ON STARTING, STOPPING AND 
TURNING 

(I) On Starting, a driver shall first ascertain whether this 
can be done in safety; then if any pedestrian or 
other driver may be affected by such movement, he 
shall give a clearly audible signal by sounding a 
horn or other warning device. 
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(2) On Turning lo the Left, a driver shall indicate his in-
tention by fully extending his arm and hand horizon-
tally from and beyond the left side of the vehicle, 
preferably pointing his forefinger in the direction of 
the turn at the same time. 

(3) On Turning to the Righi, a driver shall indicate his 
intention by extending his hand and arm upward and 
beyond the left side of the vehicle, preferably point-
ing his forefinger in the direction of the turn at the 
same time. 

(4) On Stopping or Suddenly Decreasing Speed, a driver 
shall indicate his intention by extending his hand and 
arm downward from and beyond the left side of the 
vehicle, showing the palm of the hand to the rear. 

(5) Mechanical or Electrical Devices, approved by the 
Chief of Police, may be used in lieu of the hand and 
arm; but, whether a mechanical or electrical device 
or the hand and arm are used, the required signal 
shall be given continually during the last 50 feel be-
fore stopping or turning. The driver of a vehicle shall 
have the same under control al all times and, in the 
event of a collision or other mishap, the fact that an-
other driver failed to comply with the signal require-
ments shall not serve as a defense, if he, the first 
driver, is otherwise at fault. 

XVI. PENALTIES 

General Penalty for Violation of Any Provision of Traf-
fic Code: A fine of not more than $1,000 or a jail sen-
tence of not more than one year, or both. 

Revocation or Suspension of License: The court may 
revoke, or may suspend for a period not to exceed one 
year, the license of any person convicted of a violation 
of any provision of the Traffic Code, involving a vehicle 
in motion. 

Mandatory Revocation of License by Court: It is obliga-
tory for the court to revoke forthwith the driving license 
of any person convicted of any of the following offenses: 

(1) Manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor 
vehicle; 

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or narcotic drugs; 
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(3) Any felony in the commission of which a motor ve-
hicle is used; 

(4) Failure to stop and render aid (Hit and Run); 

(5) Perjury or the making of a false affidavit or statement 
under oath to the Examiner of Chauffeurs, or his rep-
resentative, under the "Chauffeur's and Operator's 
Licensing Law" or under any other law relating to the 
ownership or operation of motor vehicles; 

(6) Conviction, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, upon 
three charges of furious and heedless driving com-
mitted within a period of 12 months. 

XVII. DRIVING LICENSES 

(Ref. Act 234, S. L. 1937) 

Two classes of driving licenses are issued in the Terri-
tory, chauffeur's and operator's. A chauffeur's license 
authorizes the licensee to drive a motor vehicle while in 
use as a public or common carrier of persons or prop-
erty. An operator's license authorizes the licensee to 
drive any motor vehicle, other than a motor vehicle in 
use as a public or common carrier of persons or property. 

Driving License Required. It is unlawful for any person 
to drive any motor vehicle upon any highway without 
having in his possession a valid operators' or chauffeur's 
license, issued by the Examiner of Chauffeurs. Such 
license shall be exhibited on demand of any police officer 
a nd, in case of an accident, it shall be exhibited to the 
person struck or to the driver or occupant of or person 
attending the vehicle collided with. 

Persons Exempt from License Requirements: 

(I) Any person while driving a motor vehicle in the serv-
ice or employ of a branch or agency of the Federal 
Government, if he have a permit from such Federal 
branch or agency. 

(2) Any person while operating any road machine, farm 
tractor or implement of husbandry temporarily moved 
on a highway. 

Nonresident with Foreign License, who is at least 20 
years of age, may be granted a 90-day permit. 
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Persons Not to be Licensed: 
(1) Any person whose license has been suspended, dur-

ing the suspension period; 
(2) Any person within one year after revocation, when 

license has been revoked; 
(3) Any person as a chauffeur who is under 20 years of 

age; 
(4) An adjudged habitual drunkard, drug addict, insane 

person, idiot, epileptic or imbecile; 
(5) Any person suffering from physical or mental disabil-

ity which will prevent the exercise of reasonable and 
ordinary care; 

(6) Any person who fails to pass required examination; 
(7) Any person, as an operator, who is under 15 years 

of age; 
(8) Any person who, being required to furnish financial 

responsibility, fails to do so. (See Section XVIII.) 

Age Limit of School Bus, Public and Common Carrier 
Drivers: No person under 20 years shall drive a school 
bus, public or common carrier of persons or property; 
and in no event shall any person so drive unless licensed 
as a chauffeur. 

General Requirements for Issue of Chauffeur's License: 
(1) One year, at least, of driving experience. 
(2) Certificates of three responsible persons as to appli-

cant's good character and habits. 
(3) Examiner shall be satisfied as to applicant's compe-

tency and fitness . 
(4) Applicant must have a lready been issued an oper-

ator's license. 

Chauffeur's Badge: Chauffeur shall wear issued badge 
on cap, hat or clothing. 

Expiration and Renewal of Chauffeur's License. Every 
chauffeur's license shall expire one year from date of 
issue and may be renewed upon application and pay-
ment of one dollar renewal fee. Requirement of re-
examination upon renewal is within discretion of Exam-
iner. 

Instruction Permits: Any person who, except for his 
lack of instruction in operating a motor vehicle, would 
otherwise be qualified to obtain an operator's license 
may apply for a temporary instruction permit. Such a 
permit, when issued, shall entitle the applicant, while 
having such permit in his immediate possession, to drive 
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a motor vehicle for a period of 60 days; provided, that 
such person must be accompanied by a licensed driver 
who shall occupy a seal beside him. 

Applications for all licenses and permits shall be veri-
fied under oath and shall be accompanied by a $3.00 fee. 

Applications of Minors, under 20 years of age, shall 
be signed and verified under oath by parents or guardian 
and if there is neither parents nor guardian, then by an 
employer or some responsible person. Negligence or mis-
conduct of minor driver shall be imputed to person so 
signing driving application of minor. 

Examinations: Every applicant for driving license shall 
be examined both physically and mentally as the Exam-
iner finds necessary to determine applicant's fitness to 
drive, his understanding of traffic highway signs, knowl-
edge of traffic laws and the applicant shall be required 
to give a practical demonstration of ability to satisfac-
torily operate a motor vehicle. 

Examiner of Chauffeur's May Cancel Any License: 
upon determining that licensee was not entitled thereto 
or that he gave incorrect information or committed any 
fraud. The licensee shall forthwith surrender license and 
any issued badge to Examiner of Chauffeurs. In all such 
cases the licensee has the right of appeal to a Circuit 
Judge at Chambers. 

Mandatory Revocation by a Court: The court has no 
discretion but is obliged by law to revoke the driving 
license of any person convicted of any of the offenses 
set forth in Section XVI, under the caption "Mandatory 
Revocation of License by Court." 

Discretionary Revocation or Suspension by a Court 
may be effected upon conviction of any offense involving 
a vehicle in motion. Suspension shall not be for a longer 
period than one year and, when a license has been 
revoked by the court, either mandatorily or in the exer-
cise of the court's discretion, the Examiner shall not issue 
a new license until after the expiration of one year from 
the date of such revocation. Furthermore, should the 
reason for revocation be conviction for manslaughter, 
hit-and-run, use of car to commit a felony, drunk driving 
or heedless and furious driving, financial responsibility 
must also be furnished. 
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Appeal Lies from Examiner of Chauffeur's Decision in 
denying license after three unsuccessful examinations, 
refusal of examination or cancellation of license. Such 
appeals shall be finally decided by a Circuit Judge a t 
Chambers. 

Under the Chauffeur's and Operator's Licensing Act, 
It is a Misdemeanor: 
(1) To have in one's possession or to display or permit 

to be d isplayed any cancelled, revoked, suspended, 
fictitious or fraudulently altered operator's or chauf-
feur's license. 

(2) To lend one's operator's or chauffeur's license to a ny 
other person or knowingly permit the use thereof by 
another. 

(3) To display or represent as one's own any operator's 
or chauffeur's license not issued to him. 

(4) To fail or refuse to surrender to the Examiner of Chauf-
feurs upon lawful demand any operator's or chauf-
feur's license which has been suspended, revoked or 
cancelled. 

(5) To use a false or fictitious name in any application 
for an operator's or chauffeur's license or to know-
ingly make a false statement or conceal a material 
fact or otherwise commit fraud in any application. 

Driving While License is Cancelled, Suspended or Re-
voked is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not 
less than $25 and not more than $1,000 or by a jail sen-
tence of not more than one year, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. 

General Penalty for Misdemeanor Under Chauffeur's 
and Operator's Licensing Act is a fine of not more tha n 
$500 or by a jail sentence of not more than six months, 
or by both such fine a nd imprisonment. 

XVIII. nNANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
(Chap. 84, R. L. H. 1935) 

The purpose of the financial responsibility law is to 
protect the public a ga inst loss by a cts of op erators w hose 
records show carelessness or disregard of law, because 
of violations, accidents or unsatisfied judgments; a nd to 
deny the privilege of driving to those who have proved 
themselves to be unfit to drive. 

41 



Proof of Financial Responsibility means proof of ability 
to respond in damages resulting from the operation or 
ownership of a motor vehicle and arising by reason of 
personal injury to, or death of, any one person in the 
amount of $5,000. Where two or more persons are injured 
or killed in the same accident, the financial responsibility 
requirement is $10,000; provided, however, that the limit 
for each person injured or for each death shall be $5,000. 
For damage to property, the financial responsibility re-
quirement shall be at least $1,000. 

When Required: 

(I) Prior to the issue of or the restoration of, an operator's 
or chauffeur's license to any person whose license 
has been revoked by a court upon a conviction for 
driving while intoxicated, heedless or furious driving, 
hit-and-run, using a vehicle to commit a felony and 
manslaughter. 

(2) Before an operator can renew his license ii he has, 
by reason of his negligence, been involved in two or 
more accidents during the preceding 12 months which 
resulted in death or personal injury or property dam-
age, amounting in the aggregate to more than $200. 
The amount of damage to applicant's vehicle shall be 
included in determining the aggregate amount. 

(3) When a person fails to satisfy a final judgment of 
$100 or more resulting from a motor vehicle accident 
within 15 days from the date of judgment. As soon 
as the Treasurer of the Territory, who is charged with 
the administration of the Financial Responsibility Law, 
receives a certificate of such final judgment, he shall 
suspend any driving license and such suspension 
shall continue until the furnishing of financial respon-
sibility for possible future accidents . 

How to Comply: As heretofore stated, the Financial 
Responsibility Law requires $5,000 as the maximum 
amount to be paid for the injury or death of one person; 
$10,000 for two or more persons injured or killed in the 
same accident; and $1,000 for damage to property. Proof 
of financial responsibility can be established by securing 
an operator's insurance policy for this amount, by fur-
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nishing a surety bond, or by depositing cash in the 
amount of $11,000 with the Treasurer of the Territory. 

Motor Vehicle Operator's Policy: When financial re-
sponsibility is required as a condition precedent to the 
issuance of or restoration of, or lifting of the suspension 
of, a driving license, the requirement may be met by a 
written certificate of an authorized insurance company 
stating, in substance, that it has issued lo the applicant 
a "motor vehicle operator's policy" which will remain in 
full force and effect until after ten day's notice of cancel-
lation shall have been given to the territorial treasurer. 
This type of policy covers the legal liability growing out 
of the use and operating by the insured applicant of any 
motor vehicle not owned by him. 

Motor Vehicle Liability Policy: When financial respon-
sibility is required as a condition precedent to the issu-
ance of, restoration of, or lifting of the suspension of, a 
motor vehicle registration, the requirement may be met 
by a written certificate of an authorized insurance com-
pany stating, in substance, that it has issued to the appli-
cant a "motor vehicle liability policy" which will remain 
in full force and effect until after ten days' notice of can-
cellation shall have been given to the territorial treas-
urer. This type of policy covers the legal liability arising 
from the maintenance, use and/or operation of only such 
motor vehicles as are owned and registered in the name 
of the insured and operated by him or by any other per-
son with the express or implied permission of the insured. 

Duration of Time That Proof of Financial Responsibility 
Must Be Maintained: Whether required as a condition 
precedent to the obtaining of a driving license or the 
registration of a motor vehicle, proof of financial respon-
sibility must thereafter be maintained, and should the 
insurance policy lapse or the security of a bond or cash 
deposit diminish, the treasurer shall suspend the driving 
license or certificate of registration until proof sufficient 
in amount has again been furnished. 

Two years after the mandatory revocation of a driver's 
license, the driver may, regardless as to whether or not 
he has furnished proof of financial responsibility, apply 
to the court for restoration to his former driving status; 
the same applies if the revocation was not mandatory, 
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except that the driver's application may be made one 
year from his conviction. 

The City and County Treasurer shall cancel the regis-
tration of any motor vehicle when notified by the terri-
torial treasurer that a required proof of financial respon-
sibility has not been furnished. 

Penalties: 
(1) It is a misdemeanor to drive a vehicle while the driv-

ing license is suspended or revoked, punishable by 
imprisonment for not more than one year or by a 
fine of not more than $1,000, or by both. 

(2) Any person, who after securing a refund of his cash 
or after the cancellation of a bond which has been 
deposited with the territorial treasurer as proof of 
financial responsibility, or after the lapse of an insur-
ance policy secured for 'the same purpose, shall con-
tinue to drive a motor vehicle, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be punished by imprisonme nt 
for not more than one year or by a fine of not more 
than $1,000. or by both. 

XIX. REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND 
MOTOR WEIGHT TAX 

Every motor vehicle operated on the streets of the city 
and county shall be registered with the City and Ccunty 
Treasurer and shall be equipped with registration num-
ber plates issued by the said treasurer. Other than the 
payment of the motor weight tax, there shall be no 
charge for registration. 

Expiration and Renewal of Registration and Due Date 
of Tax: Every motor vehicle registration shall expire on 
December 31st and must be renewed before March 1st, 
next following; provided, however, that the new regis-
tration certificates shall be issued under the effective date 
of January 1st. In like manner, the motor weight tax is 
due and payable on January !st but must be paid before 
March 1st. 

Computation of Motor Weight Tax: 
a ) Motor vehicles designed solely for carrying passen-

g ers, which classification shall include automobiles, 
busses, ambulances and hearses, one-half cent per 
pound of net weight. 
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(b) Motor vehicles and other vehicles designed for carry-
ing property or for purposes other than the carriage 
of passengers, including trucks, truck tractors and 
road tractors, trailers and semi-trailers, one cent per 
pound of net weight. 

(c) After the initial payment of the tax, a vehicle need 
not be reweighed in any succeeding year unless the 
vehicle has been so altered as to increase or diminish 
the weight thereof. 

Prorating of Tax: Where a vehicle has been acquired 
after January 1st of any year, or is to be removed per-
manently from the Territory for the balance of the cur-
rent year, or is to be junked and plates surrendered, 
8 ½ % of the amount of the annual tax for each calendar 
month, during which the vehicle was not acquired or 
owned, or representing the balance of the current year 
that the vehicle is out of the Territory or the balance of 
the current year after junking and surrender of plates, 
shall be deducted from the annual tax. 

Nonresidents are exempt from the requirements rela-
tive to the payment of the motor weight tax and Terri-
torial registration, for a period of three months, provided 
that they have complied with the tax and registration 
requirements of the state or county of their domiciles. 

Number Plates: Upon receipt of the motor weight tax, 
the treasurer shall, upon application therefor, register the 
vehicle, issue a certificate of registration and a certificate 
of ownership, in case the legal owner is other than the 
registered owner, and, upon the payment of a $1.00 fee, 
a set of number plates carrying the assigned registration 
number. No vehicle shall be driven on any highway 
without such plates being attached to the front and rear. 

Application for Registration: After, or simultaneously 
with the payment of the motor weight tax, application 
may be filed for the registration of a motor vehicle. If 
the treasurer is satisfied as to the genuineness and regu-
larity of the application, he shall assign the vehicle a 
registration number and issue a certificate of registration 
to the owner or registered owner of the vehicle and a 
certificate of ownership to the legal owner, if other than 
the registered owner. 
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Definition of Owner and Legal Owner: The "owner" or 
"registered owner" to whom a certificate of registration 
is issued, is the person having the lawful use or control 
or the right to the use and control of the vehicle, under a 
lease or otherwise for a period of ten or more successive 
days. The "legal owner," to whom a certificate of own-
ership is issued, is the person who holds the legal title 
to a motor vehicle or a mortgage thereon. 

Obliterating Motor Number on a motor vehicle is a 
misdemeanor. 

Procedure on Sale or Transfer of Motor Vehicle: 
(1) Form on reverse side of ownership certificate to be 

filled out and signed and, within ten days, filed with 
treasurer. 

(2) Until treasurer shall have issued new certificate of 
ownership and of registration, title shall be deemed 
not to have passed and transfer shall be ineffective 
for any purpose. 

Refusal or Neglect to Deliver to Transferee Entitled 
Thereto a Certificate of Ownership is a misdemeanor. 

Special Provisions Governing Dealers in Motor Ve-
hicles: Instead of registering each individual vehicle, a 
dealer may make application for a distinctive number 
and/ or symbol. The certificate of registration thereupon 
issued shall contain the name and business address of 
the dealer and the general distinctive number or symbol. 
Any vehicle sold by the dealer shall be regarded as 
registered under such number until ten days after the 
sale and, upon any sale, transfer or lease, the dealer 
shall forthwith notify the treasurer. 

Nonresidents: As previously stated, a nonresident 
owner is not required to pay the motor weight tax, if he 
has complied with the tax and registration laws of the 
state or country of his domicile. But, within ten days 
after undertaking to drive his vehicle in the Territory, he 
shall apply to the treasurer for a special registration 
certificate which shall be valid for not longer than three 
months. Such d istinctive registration certificate shall be 
pasted on the front windshield and at all times during 
the tenure of said certificate, the foreign number plates 
issued for the specific vehicle for the current year, shall 
be displayed on the front and rear. 
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SAFE-DRIVING ETHICS 

Drive your car as though "half the world was deaf, dumb 
or blind" and their safety was in your keeping. 

Keep your car under control at all times so as to be able 
to meet any emergency that may arise. 

Keep uppermost in mind the rights and privileges of other 
drivers and pedestrians and observe the Golden Rule. 

Slow down at crossings, intersections, schools and other 
places where care and caution should be used. 

Never pass another vehicle on hills, curves or crossings. 

Signal when about to stop, or make a turn out of the 
traffic line and watch for signals of the cars ahead. 

Keep to the right of the center of the roadway and comply 
with all traffic signs, traffic lights and roadway mark-
ings. 

Make sure the road behind you is clear before backing 
up and give proper signals before pulling away from 
the curb. 

Adapt your driving to weather and road conditions and 
be on guard against rain, wet roads, soft spots, ruts, 
obstructions and traffic jams. 

Know the laws of the city and county and of the territory 
and obey all traffic and parking regulations. 

Uphold the authorities as they endeavor to protect life 
and property from incompetent and careless drivers. 

Set an example for highway courtesy and, by promoting 
safety, prevent sorrow. 

Copies of the complete T ra ff ic Code are 
on sale at all newsstands and Traff ic 

S afety Commission, City H all. 
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IN CASE OF ACCIDENT-
FILL OUT THIS REPORT 

(This page is for your convenience and protection in 
event of an accident. Obtain all possible information, and 
do not enter into a discussion with the Other Fellow.) 

Name of Other Driver: .......... , ...... .......... ............ ............ .. ....... . 

Address: .................................................. ............ ........ ............. . 

His Car License Number: .. .......... ............ .............................. . 

Names and Addresses of His Passengers: .. .. ....................... . 

Witnesses' Names and Addresses: ....... ..... .......... .............. .. . 

How Accident Happened: ...... ... ...... ...... .......... ..... ................... . 

Date of Accident: .. ........... .... ... .. .. ... .......... . Hour: ...... ... .......... .. . 
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I' 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE 
AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT 

• 
1. Stop your car near scene of accident: identify yourself 

to the other driver and. on request, show him your 
Driver's license. (See Sec. IX-I.) Get the other driver's 
name, address and car license number and ask h1m 
lo ahow Driver's license. 

2. If anyone 11 Injured: 
(a) If very badly hurt. make Injured as comfortable 

poBBlble: have someone phone for ambulance: 
If Injured ia bleeding badly, apply tourniquet and 
render all possible first aid. 

(b) If injured slightly, assist Injured to Emergency 
Hospital (Observe all traffic la,,,1 en route. NEW 
LAW: See Sec. IX-1.) 

(c) Report accident to police departmenL 

3. Take names of all available witnesses. 

4. If total property damage exceeds $25 .. report accident 
to police departmenL 

S. If you cannot drive your car, phone your garage to 
remove It as soon as permission is granted by police. 

6. Report accident to your Insurance company at earliest 
opportunity. In case of serlo1111 Injury. phone your 
Insurance company IMMEDIATELY. 

7. DON'T argue with the other fellow; don·t try to adjust 
the claim with hlm. Your insurance company 
will do that for you. 

8. DON'T argue with the police. The police will be your 
best If you are In the rlghL 

9. DON'T RUSH injured persons to the hospital unleu 
you are SURE It will not cause further injury. 

10. PLAY SAFE-Drive Safely • • • (and you can forqet 
the above!) 



WHAT CAUSES MOS 
HONOLULU ACCIDENT 

1. Violating Right-of-
W ay. 

2. Reckless Driving. 
3. On Wrong Side of 

Street. 
4. Careless 

trians. 
5. Drunken Driving. 
6. Improper Turning. 

7. Loss of Control 
8. Speeding. 
9. Skidding. 

I0.Followin9 .too 
closely. 

P11blished iii the btterest of Traffic Safety 

by the 

HOME INSURANCE CO. OF HAWAD. LTD. 


