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January 13, 1954

Honorable John H., Wilson
Mayor, City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu, T. H.

Dear Sir:

The Public Prosecutor submits the following report
for the year 1953 in compliance with the provisions of
gection 6652, Revised Laws of Hawaii, 1945, which require

/that an official activity report be submitted annually by

/ each municipal department.

We are pleased to report that although the First
Judicial Circuit still lacked the services of two full-time
criminal judges, nevertheless Judge Carrick H, Buck and
Judge Albert M. Felix, along with other assignments to
take care of, were able to dispose of the largest number
of eriminal cases in history--1517. Six cases were dis-
posed of in the Supreme Court of the Territory of Hawaii
and six cases in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in
San Francisco. Our backlog of First Circuit cases was
reduced from approximately 700 to 393 pending cases. We
feel confident that if we are granted the services of two
full-time judges, we would be able to dispose of our back-
log of cases.

There was a marked increase in armed robbery
cases in 1953, but efficient police detection and immediate
and successful prosecution, followed by stringent sentencing
by the courts, has effectively reduced the number of new
offenses in this crime category.

During the year an assistant prosecutor was sent
by the City to Northwestern University for a short course
relating to prosecuting. The benefits derived by the course
have been of great value to our office in the processing and
prosecution of criminal cases.
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Honorable John H. Wilson -2= January 13, 1954

In September 1953, a new assistant prosecutor was
appointed and immediately assigned to handle rent control.
violations at a time when there was a serious backlog of
cases, the constitutionality of rent control was under a
severe test, and the usefulness of its regulations criti-
cized because they were not effectively enforced. However,
within the short space of four months, the assigned prosecutor
was able to handle the current calendar and dispose of the
backlog of pending cases, resulting in a more rigid enforce-
ment of rent control violations,

The splendid effort on the part of our District
Court staff is one of pride to this office and is evidenced
by the fact that they took part in the efficient handling
and processing of approximately86,,66 cases in all the
District Courts of the City and County of Honolulu.

A concentrated effort instituted by this office
in 1953 resulted in reducing the backlog in welfare fraud
cases and to bring swift and effective prosecution to curtail
ever-increasing violations. The immediate results were grati-
fying, for not only were the number of pending cases greatly
reduced, but new violations declined in number,

A policy of closer mutual cooperation between this
office and legal departments of the Armed Forces in the City
and County produced an effective prosecution of criminal cases
of mutual interest to army, navy and civilian authorities,

During the 1953 session of the Territorial Legislature,
the Prosecutor's office prepared and recommended seven items of

legislation needed to strengthen our criminal statutes, Six of

the seven items were adopted and passed into effective law by
the Legislature. The new laws adopted strengthened laws relating

to insanity, confidence games, theft, narcotics, removal of sand

from government beaches, and the embezzlement of private and pub-
lic moneys,

Our most pressing problem in 1954 is the trial and
disposition of pending homicide cases. If there are no dis-
ruptions, all homicide cases pending at this time should be
disposed of in 1954.
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In concluding, we stress the fact that our office
space at the City Hall is too limited to accommodate our
entire Prosecutor's office staff at City Hall., We also
need at least two additional investigators and an additional
law clerk to round out our staff,

Respectfully,

ROBERT E. ST. SURE
Public Prosecutor
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SUMMARY OF CASES HANDLED IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT DURING THE YEAR
1953

Cases pending January 1, 1953 & 0 @4 % 8 ¢ ¢ ¥ @
New cases filed during the year 1953 .
Cases reinstated during the year 1953 o o o o o o

Cases disposed of during the year 1953 . « &« o »

o
°
o
o

Cases pending December 31, 1953 o ¢ ¢ © s o o o o
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SUMMARY OF CASES HANDLED IN THE
SUPREME COURT OF THE TERR ITORY
OF HAWAII DURING THE YEAR 1953

Cases pending January l, 1953 NS e e SRR e T L e
New cases filed during the year 1953

Cases disposed of during the ¥ear lgﬁ}
gments of lower court a e 8 0.

Judgment of lower court affirmed as to
3 defendants, reversed as to 4th defendant .
Ruling, Order and Decision reversed (Appeal
by Territory of Hawaii from ruling on
pleainba;:{ooooooooooooeoao

Cases pending December 31, 1953 ¢ o ¢ ¢ s o o o o
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SUMMARY OF CASES HANDLED IN THE

NINTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS

AT SAN FRANCI?CO DURING THE YEAR
933
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Cases disposed of during the ¥ear 1222:
udgments of lower court affirme e
Appeals dismissed (stipulations for withdrawal
the Appellants of appeals filed) o o o« o o

Cases pending January 1
New cases filed during i

Cases pending December 31; 1953 o ¢ s ¢ o o o o o
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CRIMINAL MATTERS REFERRED BY POLICE DEPARTMLNT
TO PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE FOR INVESTIGATION
AND DISPOSITION DURING THE YEAR 1953

Matters pendi January 1' 1953 (O RS SR e PR e o S et e 9#
New matters referred during 1953. o o o o o« o o o o o olb 562

Matters disposed of during 1953 -0 9 68 &4 6 % %% 80 hioD 582
Matters referred to Grand JUry o ¢ o o ¢ o & o o 6 ¢ »3
Miscellaneous cases reviewed on which no

Grand Jury actlon taken o« ¢« ¢« ¢ 0 o ¢ o 2.0 o 0 ¢ o olZl
Matters pending December 31, 1953 RS e e B el R e $ 0§ 77
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CRIMINAL MATTERS REFERRED BY PEARL HARBOR POLICE
TO PUBLIC PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE FOR INVESTIGATION
AND DISPOSED OF DURING THE YEAR 1953 ¢ ¢ § ET0 0 %8 8 ¥ 0 % h

INVESTIGATIONS COVERING OTHER STATUTORY VIOLATIONS
- CITY AND COUNTY ORDINANCES, AND RULES AND REGULA-
TIONS OF COUNTY AND TERRITORIAL AGENCIES DURING 1953

Investigation Violations Cases
Requests Cleared Pending
Zoning 68 62 6
Building and fire 12 10 2
Public Works 3 3
Health and Nuisance 5 5
TORAL s . s & OB 80 8

The Library of Hawaii and University of Hawaii Library submitted
requests for aid in clearing their delinquent lists of book borrow-
ers. 99 letters were written and approximately 78 books were
recovered or paid for,

CASES HANDLED IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF HONOLULU
DURING THE YEAR 1953

Cases pending Jannary l, 1953 RO AR Ot e S YR e 637
New cases filed during the year 1953 ' . o . _77,468 78,105

Cases disposed of during the year 1953 . ¢« o o o o o o_77,781
Cases pending December 31, S 3 ST RS T e e 324

Note: In the six country District Courts a total of
9,285 cases were disposed of during the year 1953



1953 1953
PROBATION AND MISCELLANEOUS CASES

PROBATION:

During the year 1953 60 motions pertaining to
probation cases were presented to the court; and the
following dispositions were made:

Motion for revocation of probation presented and granted
Motions for revocation of probation presented and denied
Motions to terminate probation presented and granted ., .
Motion to amend order of probation presented and granted
Motion to set aside fine presented and grantede « « « o o
Motion to set aside balance of fine presented and granted.
Motion to set aside requirement to make restitution
presented and granted o ¢ o ¢ 6 o 0 4 4 % 0 5 ¥ 6 HOB &
Motion to set aside jail sentence presented and granted. . »

? SCELLANEQUS s
entence commuted by Governor from death to life in prison .

Motion to amend sentence (misdemeanor) presented and

granted TR e e e e e
New sentence imposed - case appealed to Supreme Court

and affirmed in part, with instruction to lower court

to correct an illegai BORBUARE,: ¢ ¢ o 5 & 5. 6.0 5 6.0 ¢ 98 2
Motion to suspend remainder of sentence presented and

granted L o -] o -] o o o o o o ° o o ] L] e o ° -] -] L o © e 0 l
Motion to reduce fine presented and granted . « ¢« o o« o o o o 1
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TOTAL: & « o o 65

SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES
RECEIPTS

Receipts received during the year 1953 s s o « « ¢« o o o Nil

EXPENDITURES
Personal 8ervices o ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ 9 ¢ 09 0o ¢ 068 0 6 0 0 @ ° $13696290b3
TS DIEMBEE  « s 5 ¢ ¢ 5 6 oa o A L e e 75997026
Capital Outlays 0 ¢ 8 & 6% B 6 & % o8 5 R0 B "¢ h8927o

TOTAL . o o $145,116.39



OFFENSE

DEFENDANTS

CRIMINAL REP(RT OF THE OFFICE OF THE

PUBLIC FROSECUTOR FCR THE YEAR 1953

DEFENDANTS

CONVICTED ACQUITTED
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Abortion 000000000000 EO00O0000DO00D00000C0 2 2 1 la o
Adultery 0000000800000 00000000000000 0 0
mray 0000000000 OOEEODOEOEODODOQRCD000 5 6 2 l 3 o
Arson 20 00000000 P0D00000OQEODOD0O®QPOO00C0 l 1 lb o
Assau.lt, intermediate 00000000080000 2 3 3 0
Assault and battery cccocccccccecceo 84 84 32 .1 4 > 2 20 3 9 8 2 14
Assault and battery with a weapon
obv, & imm., dangerous to lifecccoo 26 26 1 S L 4 1 1l 3¢ 7
Assault and battery with intemt to
cmit m‘n‘der Q000 OOGO00DO0000D0OO00O0OGOOO0O0 o l
Assault and battery with intent to
comit robbery 0090000000000 00OO00 l 1 ld 0
Assault and battery with intent to
Ml o AAECIoONre L sl scisnnvnee i AEIEL & 1 0
Assault and battery on a police
dfieer 000 0O20OOOCOPOQOOOORROOODOROIODOO0ODO0 15 15 4 2 7 1 1 1
Assault' indecmt 0000062000000 0000Q00C 10 lo 6 4 5
Assault with intent to rape cesceccoo SR 1l 0
Assault with a weapon ccccecococcccocoe 0 2
Betting on a football Zame eoosscoceo i 1 0
&1bery P00 O0NO0OOO000000000O00000CO0OOCDOD 6 6 3 l 2 5
B I B i iiiiinineiin BB W B 3 1 9 1 le 18
Burglary 1°, acc.before the fact ... 3% 1 1
Burg]ary 109 attanpted ©o00000G000000 0 1
B‘n‘glary 20 000 0DVVOVOOODOO0COO0BOO000 20 21 15 4 4 8
Carnal abuse of a female under 12... 2. ‘e ) : 4 10
clﬂms, unlawful sale of 000000000000 1 i le 0
Porwardefl cesccsomssssesccsa 247 269 149 3 10 4 3 v 11 8 4 5 73
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Disorderly house 000 0000000000000 000C0
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Extortion 20 8000000000 000006008000000G0
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OFFENSE DEFENDANTS DEFENDANTS
CONVICTED &Um %
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EF 917 Rmar e T4y B
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TR T PR 339 389 190 4 12 8 B 80 20 13 18 21 6 11 89
Fireworks, setting off in public
pl&ce wit hout pmit s R 9§ ‘ § 4 1 0
rm‘g@ry 0000000000000 000000000000G00 5 5 3 1
FOrgely and passing oceococcoeoccoooocae 56 56 40 b § 14 1 11
Fm'ged 'ritmgp passibg 8 ooococoooooo 5 5 4 1 1
Fornication, aiding a female under 18 1 1 1 v 3
Fraudulent drawing P00O0000V00000000 6 6 1 2 3 0 E
. 4
GamblinE cosecovooavoenososassossoas 42 82 25 i 43 6 4 3k 19 &
Gambling, being present at game cooo 2 3 1 2 1 -g
Gmblilg, emduCting 8 Za8mMe oococ0o0oco0oo 2 2 2 0 o
Gambling, partieipating ccocococcococooco 4 Yy 4 2 3 3 b1
Gambling, permitting cceccocccoscoeso 10 10 2 3 5 0 =
Gambling, presence in a barricaded place 2 15 15 1 o
Going offensively armedcocococococcocccocoo 17 17 S 3 S 4 0 Pty
Gross cheat, (misdemeanor )ooocccoscss 3 3 3 g B
Gross cheat & Conspiracy"lo 03000000 5 & S 50-) 2 ‘é:a
Hﬂrboring € 3CaP@€cooocovocoosccon0000 3 3 3 33
Illegal sale of adulterated milk ooe 3 8 3 0 &
Illegal transfer of firearm cccccocoe i 1 1 0 x
In—traatim children cecoccecescccos 1 3 4 X 0 );E
Impersonating a police officer c.... 1 1 1 ¥ &=
Incest BO000CVDOCOEPVOOCO00OD0VO0000C0ROOD O 2 2 1 1 3 ’?
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MUNICIPAL REFERENCE LIBRARY
CiTY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
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Failure to render assistance cccocccoe
Failure to report accident ccoococeco
Failure to stop at scene of accident.
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REMARKS: (other dispositions):

la,
1b,

3¢o

1d.
le,

2f,

1g.
2h,

1i,
13,
3ko

Abartion = 1 case 1 deft. = Demurrer sustained
Arson 2° - 1 case 1 deft. - "No Bill" returned on Arson charge; indicted for MALICIOUS BURNING 1°

Assault anl battery with a weapon obviously and imminently dangerous to life = 3 cases, 3 defts, - plead guilty to
ASSAU IT AND BATTERY

Assault and battery with intent to commit robbery - 1 case 1 deft. - convicted of ASSAUIT AND BATTERY
Burglary 1° - 1 case 1 deft, - plead guilty to IARCENY 2°

Common nuisance = 1 case 2 defts, = 1 deft, convicted on jury waived trial
1 deft, acquitted on jury trial

Contempt of court - 1 case 1 deft. - Cases remanded to District Couwrt

Escape (felony) - 1 case 2 defts, - "No Bill" returned on indictment naming 2 defts; havever, 1 deft. indicted far Escapa-felony
and 1 deft, charged by Information with Escape-misdemeanor,

Escape (felony) -~ 1 case 1 deft, - Felony canmitment dismissed and misdemeanor Escape Information filed,
Failure to render assistance - 1 case 1 deft, = Plea in Bar granted

Gambling = 1 case 3 defts, = 2 counts - Demurrer sustained as to Count II, nolle prossed as to Count I

5(1) Gross cheat and conspiracy 1° = 1 case 5 defts, 4 defts, comvicted on jury trial, Case appealed and Supreme Court upheld

4m,

2n,

conviction as to 3 defts., and reversed judgment of lower court as to ldeft, Case nolle
prossed as to defendant whose conviction was reversed and as to S5th defendant out of jurisdiction

: ;
larcenyl - 2 cases, 2 defts. in each case - 1 deft. convicted on plea and case nolle prossed as to 2nd deft. in each case,

Malicious conversion - 1 case 2 defts, - 1 deft. convicted on plea and case nolle prossed as to 2nd deft,



REMARKS cont inueds

80, Manslaughter - 1 case 1 deft, = Mistrial on jury trial 1952 - ease nolle prossed
1l case 1 deft, - plead nolo contendere to Negligent homicide

lp. HMurder 1° = 1 case 1 deft. = "No Bill" returned on Murder 1° charge - indicted far Murder 2°

1g. HMurder 1° - 3 cases 1 deft. (separate indictment for each vietim) - convieted on jury trial of MURDER 2°

9r, Murder 1° = Of the 9 pending cases, the same deft., is e¢harged in 5 cases (separate indictment for each victim)
28, Murder 2° - 2 cases 2 defts, - convicted on pleas to MANSLAUGHTER

1t, Motion, appeal on ruling on motion to set aside verdiet & withdraw plea of guilty - Case remanded to Distriet Court for
further proceedings

lu, Negligent homicide = 1 case 1 deft. = Plea in Bar sustained

lv, Revocation of suspended sentence and imposition of sentence = 1 case 1 deft, = case remanded to District Court for
clarification of record

4w, Robbery, accessory before the fact -~ 1 case 4 defts.= Demurrer sustained as to 1 deft. and case nolle prossed as to
other 3 defts,

8x. Robbery 2° - 1 case 3 defts, - 1 deft, convicted on jury trial and 2 defendants convicted on jury waived trial
1 case 1 deft, - convicted of ASSAUIT AND BATTERY on jury waived trial
1 case 4 defts. = 1 deft. plead guilty
1 deft., acquitted on jury trial
1 deft. acquitted on jury waived trial
]l deft, convicted on jury trial



REMARKS cont inueds

7y. Careless and heedless driving = 1 deft. - convicted of DEFECTIVE ERAKES
: 1 deft. = convicted of DISOBEYING POLICE COFFICER®S SIGuwAL
1 deft, = convicted of DRIVING ON LEFT SIDE (F ROAD
1 deft., = comwicted of IMPROPER PASSING
2 defts, = convicted of SPEEDING
1 deft, = convicted of violation of right of way

63z, Drunk driving - 58 defts, convicted of CAREIESS AND HEEDIESS DRIVING

1 deft, = convicted of FOLIOWING TOO CIOSELY

2 defts, - convicted of DISREGARDING TRAFFIC LIGHTS
1 deft, - convicted of ONE WAY STREET violation

1 deft, = convicted of SPEEDING
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