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REPORT OF THE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
II\ 

I 

BI ENN I AL PER I OD 19ZJ - I 922. · 

Honorable John H. Wilson, 
Mayor, City and_ County of Honolulu, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Dear Sir: 

I have the honor to submit 

January 31, 1923. 

Planning Commission for the biennial period 1921-1922, and of the 

eA'})enditures of rroneys appropriated for this purpose by the Honorable 

·._.Boa-;fd of Supervisors of the City and 

Appropriatio11S, Salaries & Expenses-
Expenses-

. Amount lapsed into source-

County of 

$ 

-~ 

Honolulu. 

1921 1922. 
3,000 .oo ·$3 ,000.00 
1,988.00 1,999.40 
1,012.00 ~l ,000. 60 

The meetings of the Commission, held weekly, with a 

few exceptions, have been well attenied by the members, who have 

devoted much time, thought and study tc the various improvement pro-

jects brought to their attention, and coming within the jurisdiction 

of the Commission. 

The membership of the Commission for :L0 biennial period 

i~ as fallows: 

fff 168 
H& 
At) 

! l.lU- 22 I -
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Appointed members- J. D. Mcinerny, President 
George P. Denison 
Arthur R. Keller 
Philip E. Spalding 
:a:. R. Macfarlane · 

Permanent ex-officio members-
Mayor, John H. Wilson 
City Engineer, Frederick Ohrt 
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The first part of the biennial period was devoted to work 

on the Zoning Ordinance, mentioned in our previous report as nearing 

completion. After many added week.a of deliveration and study, in 

cooperation with Mr. ·Louis Cain, Building Inspector, this ordinance 

was finally completed and recommended to the Board on Feb~~ary 26, 1921, 

and after further delays due to minor amendments, became a law on 

April 7, 1922, as Ordinance No. 207. It is already filling a long 

recogni ze.d need, justifying the time and study spent on it. 

Th~ rapid growth of the City of Honolulu during the past 

two years has emphasized again the congestion and narrowness of our 

city streets, the lack of adequate thoroughfares and bouleva.rd.s, iihe 

lack of sufficient' parks and playgrounds, and the unsightly ~ine of 

poles with net work of wires strung across our streets and boulevards. 

A beginning has been rrade to improve these conditions as 

shown in plans to widen (1) King Street, (2) Merchant Street, (3) 

Bishop Street, {.4) Queen·.Sti'eet, and to extend (5) Bishop Street 

through to Beretania, and (6) Kalakaua Avenue through to Beretania 

Street. 

(1) The wid,ening of King Street was reco.:-~if:,end.ed to the 

Board in December, 192.l, and adopted by them on Januc..::cy 11, 1922. 

t, This plan contemplates •widening King Street from the junction of North 
. King Street and Bere tania Avenue to the Moa.."la.lua-Kahauiki boundary at 

· Fort Shafter, to 86 feet, with the exception of the strip -between the 
·· ... · :ia.ilroad Station and Desha Lane, where.. the plan calls for a 100-foot 
.·. -Width. 

tv1UNICIPAL REFERENCE LfliRA:R., 
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( 2) The widening of Merchant Street, recommended to 

th~ Board on june 13, 1922, provides for an 8-foot set-back line on 

the mauka side of the street. The ne?1 Castle & Cooke building is 

now being pla.ced on this line. 

( 3) On .-i-ugust 12, 1922., the Commission re commended that 

~nahop Street be vvidened from 60 feet to 80 feet. After public hearings 
with the property owners, a 70 foot width was .s,greed upon &nd new 

construction is now going up on the 70 foot line. 

(4) The widening of Queen Street contemplates set-back 

lines between Fort Street and Richards Street. 

(5) .Reconmendations for the extension'of Bishop Street vvere 
sent to the Board on February 24, 1922, and (6) for the extension of 

Kalakaua Avenue on :May 16, 1922. 

In order to elimimte a portion of the network of overhead 
wires in the Civic Center, a combination utility pale was discussed, 

but a.n attempt to harmonize the various phases and ideas proved 
unsuccessful. 

Diamond Head Road, when the time comes for its improvement, 

will be developed as a semi-boulevard. 

Early in January of 1922 the Commission learned that the 

Jaeger estate, situated on ?unahou Street and extendir:ig :f:'roil1 Bere-

tania to King Street,was to be sold and subdivided, and aE e:.ttempt 
was made to secure this property for public park purposes. The 

Commission felt that when Kalakaua. .Avenue extension has become a fact, 
.,, this property, then surrounded on four sides by thoroughfares, v,ould 

become a. valuaiJle asset to the future development of the park system 

of the City, both because of the ra.re trees and shrubs contained. 

therein, and because of its location. ~lthough the acquisition of 
this property was reconmended i;o the Board, no definite action was 
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taken by them on account of lack of funds for the purchase. fhe pro-
perty ovmers are holding the estate intact until after the Legislature 
meets, when they contemp~ate selling it, provided the Legislature does not 
make vrovision to purchase same for park purposes. The City Planning 

· Commission hopes that the Legislature will taJr..e definite favorable action. 
in the matter. 

But perhaps most important of all, tbe1:e has been emphasized 
during these two 7ears the crying need of a comprehensive street i)lan for the whole city. a street plan, however, does not set a time lim~t for its realization. It may be 25 years or more before all the plans are exe-
cuted. I?ut by having a carefully worked out plan before them, the city 

.. authorities, who may change from time to time, will always have a;. cha.rt 
· by which to be governed in continuing these improvements. 

The City Planning Commission has mde a begi1ming on this 
task, in ~ubmitting street plans for the Waikiki Reclamation Di':::itrict. 
These plans were approv:ed by the Commission in January 1922, and copies 

, submitted both to the Waikiki Improvement Commission, a commission created 
by the last Legislature, and to the Board of Supervisors. The Waikiki 
Improvement Commissi·on formally approved the plru1.s on December 14, 1922, 

and the same have since been ado_ptsa. by ·the Boa:rd., and they are being 
followed in laying the sewer system for the Wa.iltiki Hocla.mation District. 

For Ala Moana the boulevard ;:;_- ,, plan has been ad.opted. 
This plan contemplates the filling· in of 500 feet makai of the present 
Ala Moa.nu., wnich is to b~ used for park purposes. The Commission 2.lso 
recommended that the parking strip on the mauka side of the ca::.1al be 

,,extended from McCully Street down to Ala M:oana. It is hoped that the 
Legislature will provide the necessary funds for the purchase of the 
same. 

\ 
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At present the Commission is working on plans for the 

development of Kapalama Section. Plans for this section have absorbed 

the time of the Commission for many months, and we hope soon to be able to 

present the results of our labor and study to the Board for their approval. 

Incorporated in these plans will be many of the suggested changes offered 

· as i~rovements to our preliminary plan at our recent public hearing on 

the same. 

~apalama district p,..esents more serious p¥'oblems than does 

Waikiki, the latter being a new and comparatively uni1J:!Proved district, where 

our plans may be qa:rried out without any great expense to tpe City and· · 

also without any serious losses to the property 01ivners, while Kapalarna 

is an already established section, where changes will be expensive to both 

City and property ovmers. Added to this is the'" del.o.y involved in con-

de_mnation proceedings. Many new streets will have to be cut through 

this district to relieve the congestion presented in such overcrowded and 

unsanitary sections as "Tin Can .Alley 11 a.."1.d Buckle Lane, where the majority 

. Of the homes have no frontage • 

. Unfortuna~ely, in all this work the City Planning Com.mission 

finds itself always just behind the building progra~, instead of just 

· ahead of it, and this situation makes :much more difficult the e:nforce-

ment of .plans, particularly where condemnation proceedings are involved. 

It is recommended that the Board of Supervisors provide ade~uate 
/ 

funds for the purpose of making the necessary surveys for p~rmanent street 

lines and grades, all of which should later be embodied in a comprehensive 

City Plan. 

Hespectfully submitted, 

C ~D. Moinerny, 
President• City .Pla1111ing C .. munission. 
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