
Cowirr1, 

;he Honorable Mayor of the 
City and County of :aonolulu.. 

Dear Sir: 

I have the hon.or to submit herewith 

~ity _Planning .2.ommission for the year and of ex:p:end.i-

tures of monies appropriated for this purpose by the Honora-

~le Board of Supervisors of the City and County of Honolulu • 

GENERAL FUND : Salaries and Expenses, 6 mos • • • '.~1500 .oo 
Expenses, 6 mos •••••.•• • • • 1406 .. 90 

.Amount lapsed. • • • • • • • • • · 93 .10 

PEfil,f.ANENT IMPROVEMENT FUND: 

Engineering Expenses and Inciden-
tals on Permanent Outlays •••• 24)000.00 

.Amount Expended 

.Amount lapsed • 

• • 

. . . • • • • • • 7,362.91 

In explanation of tile above figures, s.ttenti.on is called 

to the fact that the appropriation for Salaries and Expenses, 

6overing secretary 1 s sal~ry a~d off~ca expenses, was transferred 

on June 30 from the General Fund to the Permanent In:provernen_t 

Fund, and combined with the _engineering appropriation for ~erma-

ne nt street survey 'Nork. This accounts for the unusually small 

amount expended under General Fund durins this year. 

In May, two additions were muo..e to the personnel of the 

Commission, following prov is ions of Ord. inance No .249, amci-::6. :i.ng 

section 362 of the Revised Ordinances of the City and Coun~y of 

lu.lu, 1923, relating to City Plaxilling Commission, which states::-
' HT lffi 
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A 27 
1925 
COPY 2 

never the Mayor shall deem it necessary o:c expe6.ient "to in-

se the personnel of the City., J:?la11ning Commission he :.-w.y, with 

3.pproval of the Board of Su1)ervisors appoint two adci.itional 
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members, one of whom shall be a ~racticing engineer, and one a 

t . · h"t t 11 prac icing arc 1. ec ........................................ . 

To fill these positions the Mayor appointed l,:r. ;;.::art 

Wood as a practicing architect, and r.:r. John l,fason Young s:.s a .. 
practicing engineert to serve on the Commission for a term of 

two years, and these appointments were confirmed by· the Boa.rd 

of Su.pervisors on May 19. 1925. 

Becau.se of the rulihg of the Legislature under Act 

175, Session Laws l.925, which states that 11no supervisor and no 

office~ appointed by and/ or with the approval of the Board. of 

Su.pervisors of the City and County, shall be or become directly 

or indirectly interested in or in the performance of, any con-

tract, work or business •• . . . price ar consideration of which 

is payable from the treasury • • • • • • 11
, Mr. Wood. asked that his 

(\ 
1...-./ name be withdrawn from the Commission in order that he might be 

I. 

free to partidipate in plans for the yroposed. :r:.unicipal Building. 

The above rulins whici.i. cau.sed. the resignation of T1Ir. Ylood 

is also responsible for a continued vacancy, since architects 

qualifying for membershij in the Com.ilission are eqW?.lly interested 

·with Mr. Wood. in the a.raft in0 of _plsns for the municipal building. 

There would a.p~ear ~o be ona possiole solution, ~owever, 

namely, that I,:r. Young, who is qualif.ied to serve as either an 

architect or an engineer on the Commission, be designated. as the 

architect mefilber, thus leavi~g ~he vacancy in the engibeer 1 s 

place tather than in the architect's place. It ws anticipated 

that thru some such rearr~ngement the Com.uission will soon have 
r\ 
\._..~ nine active members in its membership personnel. 

The personnel as it st::md.s on i)ccember 31, 

Appointive Members: J. J • l,:c Lio rn;; , ire 2 ident 
P. :S. Spalding 
G. P. Denison 

H •• R • M:ac far lane 
J.M. Youne-
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Ex Off:!..cio .Memoers: Mayor John H. Viilson 
City und CoU11ty EnGineer, Louis S. Cain 

Administrative Officers: Pres id.ent- J. D. Ilcinerny 

.. 

Engineer- Chas. R. Welsh 
Secretary- Mrs. Grace Bartlett 

Early in. January Mr. Cr.i.a.s. R. Welsh was offici3.lly 

, 

appointed as City Planning Engineer at a salary of $400 per month. 

his services prior to this time being taken care of on a per day 

basis. 

The following- sca:J,.e of wages ·was established. for the 

personnel employed. on permanent st:-ceet survey woik. under the 

direction of Engineer Welsh: 

Surveyo.r • . . • . • . $9.00 :.9 er 6..ay 
Levelman • • • ·• • , . •,. 5.20 per day 
Chainman • • • • . . . 4.vo per day 
Rodman • • • • . . • • 3.60 per day 

In August the salary of the secretary was inc:re:?..sed. to 

$200.00 per month. 

Altha beginning- work und.er an ap;,ropria.tion d.esignated 

as Permanent Street Survey, it soon developed that lll3.n;:;- projects 

were being turned over to the Commission by tile Board. for investi-

. gation and development wJ1ich. could hardly be classified under such 

title, and the appropriation wu,s chs.:c:ged. at 1::.:-~e request of the 

Commission to enable a w id..er scope of woi.~z.. Tie appro}?ria.t ion now 

rea.d.s- "City Elanning Co,nr.1ission Enginee:cir;..g ~xpenses and Incident-

als on Eerms.nent Outlays" • 

.A. great variety of su.'ojects have come before the Commis-

sion for study and discussio::.:.. during 'the yeo.r 1925. So(.Le of t}:10se 

have been of greater importwce than otters; in some cases ~ction 

has been definite and; immea.iate, while in others there hD.s been 

much study and discu.ssion but no tangible results. The following 

list will be suggestive of the t;y})e of activities under considera-

tion:-
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Ala 1:oc~na Development 
Art Commission on Public Buildings 
Athletic Stadiu.,n, 1.foiliili 
:Bandstand Competition, Kapiolani Park 
Building Set-Back 
City Ha.11 Plans,. 
Central Fire Station 
Garbace Collection 
Golf Course 
Harci.inc; Avenue Ex.tension 
Judd Street Im.prove::-1ent 
K:1.hala .Avenue Widcninc and Extension 
Kaimuki Business District 
Kalihi Harbor Development 
Iilipa.18..rna Drainage 
Kapiolani Park Drainage 
Kapiolani Eoulevarc;. 
KcKinley High School Landscal)e Gardening 
lfouanu StreG.m Coverine; 
Puuhalc Road Widening 
Sevrz~[_;e System for city endorsed 
Sidevralk. Ordinance 
Street Connection between 1'.:anoa, ~:laikik:i and Kaimuki 
Street Plans: 

1. IIBpo.lf;u-:w.. 
2. Kunawa.i 

. 3. ::.1uuanu-Puunui 
Subdivision plans submitted 
Subdivision Law Violation 
Su"'udi vision Lav.' Rcvi sion 
Waikiki Reclamation District: 

• Ch2..nc;e in ccrt::dn street Viidths 
Hotel and A~x~.rtr.1ent District 
Nrune for. Tir .. ai11~ge ·:~~.:1.T1::.:..l 
Re-routing of co..:r line over SV/X:.ll) area. 

Young Street Extension 
Zoning: 

Amendments to Ordinance 
Decrease in Fire Limits 
:Protest tY10-fc:;.~i1ily dncllinc;a in }.:'.a:1oa 
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Out of this list there are certain projects which should 

perhaps receive more than passing mention. These are taken up in. 

alphabetical order Cmd not in the order of their im.porto.nce. 
I 

B/IJIDSTAJ.ID . COBJ?E'I'ITio:r{ 

In our report for the year 1924 mention was made of a 

competition being conducted by the Connuission to secure plans 

for a bandstand at Kapiolani Park to take the place of the old 

stand now demolished. The mauka-ewa corner of the plot near the 

old lily pond within the park proper was chosen. for the bo.ndstand 

site. 

Al tho it was an op1:;;.1 question ·whether so small a :project 

would attract many architects to enter a competition, six very com-

mendable plans were entered in the competition vdth the result that 

Mr. Hart Wood secured the first prize of $100, while the firms of 

Furer & Potter, and Fishbou:rne & Davis, were tied for second place. 

At the suggestion of the competing architects the secono. c:.nd..· third 

prizes were combined and divided equ2.lly bet\Yeen the tied competi-

tors. 

There has been some delay in the actual work on the con-

struction of the bandstand due to the fact that the pri2e r:lc..ns had 

to be slightly modi1'icd by !,::r. 1:lood vfr!en it was d.iscove:red. that all 

bids for the work ran over the alloted yrice. The modifications 

were very slie;ht, however, a.nd. Kapiolaai ?ark 'Nill soon have a bancl-

stand of outstanding beauty and service. 

BUILDDW SET-:BAC:~S 

The Co1mrdssion is still interested in the est&olisl1mcnt 

C: of building set-backs for the ne\vly developing land., especially 

, . 

1 " 1 "ou~ 1·7 '.1.~~s ~.1.oun~ little in the Y:ailciki section, a cng 'tne cana , v v -~-

encouragement legalJ.y in accom:plisl1ing t:C ... is. According to the 

· 11th ci· 'i·y ' ur ty o:f Honolulu is \-:itLout torney's ruling,- e ., a.no. co·n 
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authority, under the exercise of its police power, to corn.r)el a 

building to be plac§d at a certain distance from the boundary 

() of a street when such setback is for aesthetic purposes only, 

and the power of eminent domain granted. to the Board of Super-

visors by the Territorial Legislature fails to grant the right 

ta acquire by purchase, or condemnation, an easement in private 

land for the purpose of establis1;dng a setback line in a re~iiden-

tial district. 11 Altha a voluntary setflack building line is by far 

the most practicable, it is very difficult to find any group of 

property ovmers who are unanimously willing to initiate such a 

setback. The question is therefore tem:porarily tabled, but not 

forgotten, pending an increase in public spirit among the property 

owners involved in such an im:nrovement, or a willingness on the 

part of the City and County to pay for land required, or a cµange 

in the law to enable the City to demand such setback. 

CI TY RA.LL PL.Al~S 

In May, the Board of Supervisors turned over to the 

Commission the matter of dre,fting plans for a new rr1uniciJ)al 

building, to be located on the corner property facine King, Punch-

. bowl and Hotel Streets, and to co st not more than ~~l, 000, 000 in-

cluding furniture and fixtµres. 

The Planning Cmnm.ission maintains that Honolulu's first 

City Hall building should be a mon'Ll.L".ental structure, one planned 

in anticipation of a very u:uch larger Honolulu, and one that Hano-

lulu v1ill be proud to place in its Ci vie Centero The Co::rr.1ission 

also maintains that while it is im1)ort8.nt th.::. t the • phys:.cal fea.-

simi-tures of the plan should te the latest ~nd most approved i~ 

lar buildings on the mainland, it is equally as important ·tmt 

h · 1·~·n ~'ne nrevailin~ the style of a.rchi tecture should arrn.onize v; ... -- - -

· i · t ;? +~ere types of the c vie cen er, •• is such a ~ype, or at least 

~o~e mainland city be distinctive of Honolulu rather than of -

t . 1 d'fferent ~etting. that has an en ire Y i -
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To this end, it is considered essential to ootc.in the 

very best architectural skill possible in the }.)re:para.tioD- oft he.se 

:plo.ns. 

While an qpen competition at first appeared to oe the 

only "SUre way to secure these results, there is now being consid-

ered the advisability of employing a group 6f twelve architects 

of Honolulu who have organized themselves in8o what is called 

"The. Allied .Architects Associc. tionn, in an attempt to combine the 

best of Honolulu's architectural talent and skill for the :purpose 

of drafting plans for the mun~cipal buil&ing as well as :or other 

outstanding buildings of the city, es1Jecially those of s. public 

nature. 

In.case the work is turned over to such a grouJ of archi-

tects, it is understood that they will hold a competi tio:r. ·;.-i thin 

their association for preliminary sketches, ~he best one o:.~ ti.·ro 

being cha sen as a foundational plan, and. tl1en vrorked over to embody 

the best features of all, the final :plans _or plan;{ representing the 

combined efforts of all the o..rchi tee ts. The .Association l'lo.s 3.ssured 

the Commiosio:n that they will seek to v/Ork in cooperation c'...t all 

times with the Comm.ission, 3uiJ.c..inc; Ins)ecto:-.:-, :Soard of Su:pervisoj7s. 

and other city officials, and :.:lso tl-~c. t thci:;.~ nor:-: will no'.:, cease 

until they have succeeded ih ~uTnin2 out satisf~ctory pl~ns. 

The legc.li ty of the e::.1ploy.aet ... t of c:. selec"ced. srou~; for 

work of such importance B-nd in vol vL:2: sc lc.rge a. finc..nci2.l ou tL.1-y, 

rather than holding o.n o:pen competition, hr.~s oeen questio:1ecl, and 

the matter :put to the City and County Attorl1ey for l''--llinc;w Col. 

E. K. llo..ssee, deputy City and County ~~ttorney, ms ruled. that 11 .Alth6 

it is true tl1at in cities of the second. class ~11 contrc~cts rclG.ting 

to city affairs must be let to the lowest resJonsible bidder, yet 

it has never been held. that. the ag,ove provisions t'..l)Pliea. to tlle e:~-

p:i.oy.m.ent of men or groups of men for o c:cvi ce s in vol vins :9:i:·o:f essi 0:18..l 

s1:ill 11 • 
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Plans and id.eas are still in a sto.te of evolution, and 

the Commission can report nothing more definite than sa.tisf~,_ctory 

progress at this timeo 
.. 
CElJTRAL FIP.E STATIOW 

.A new site for the central Fire Station at the he,),d of 

Bishop and Kukui Streets -extended vms re corn.mended to the Board 

in January, to take the place ·of the old site 2.t the cori1er of 

Fort and J3eretania. vvhere congestion from. street car lines o.nd 

automobile and foot traffic is creating a danGerous location for 

e. safe get-away for the fire eneines in case of fire, and Yihere 

an adequate enlargement and development of the plant to tal-::e care 

of the needs of a growing Honolu.lu is :~ractically impossible. The 

recdL11Il.endation of the Commission was not, however, adopted ·oy the 

Board. 

jL'SSTJ-IETIC FE1\.TUJillS 

It is sometimes difficu.l t to a..r:_:;,w any ci efini te line 

between the strictly city planni~g work and the Outdoor Circle 

vo rk.. The unsiga.tly display of garbE~ese on ti.1e sidevralk areas has 

been protested and ainendments to ~resent ordinance ~econ~1ended, out 

with no definite result. The cleaning of sidev:2~1};: areas, :p:::.rti.cu-

larly in front of uhdeveloped property, has 1'eceived som.2 c.ttention. 

The Engineer Department of the city and. co-;inty is now hr..~c::.:o:..""J. d.eaning 

these sidewalks and charging cost of such ir.1:9rover:1ent to the ovmers 

o:f abutting pro:perty, in cases 'ithere the ::iroperty o\·1r.ers h8. ve not 

tehken the ini tia ti ve. The ir:.di scri~:1.inc~ te ::,110.ntine of hcd.se; s arni 

trees in the parking spaces between property lines and 1sve~ sections 

of street has also been 11rotestecl and ~e.:.:erred. to tlle 01...1.tc.:cor Ci~cle. 

:i:J.EH CIJ? i:L G-CLF 

On De cer.i'oer 19, the :So8..rd of Su!)crvi so :cs ""J;,:"')roved the 

recommendo.. tion of the Plann_ins Cor;·uni zsion 2,no. :icx:..sseci a re sol~ tion 

to start groceedings in i~;W,.~:~1-i d.omo.in fo1" the acq.uisi ticn ·of 

102. 26 acres of land in Kalihi Ve.llcy to be used as o. 1')1.folic :9ark 

MUNICIPAL REFERENCE LIBRAR' 

C\"t"t Al•lO CGUN"t"t OF HONQ&..UL.U 
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and municipal golf course. 

·when the Board of Supe1~visors in :i!'eoruary asked. tlie Com-

0 mission to undertake to locate a suitable site for a munici:9s.l golf 

course in the city of Honolulu, it seemed beyond the realm of possi-

bility that the :peo:Qle of Honolulu \7ould be sufficiently interested 

in the idea to back such a project. It must be adlni tted trill t the 

Commission itself was duoious of the advisability of urGi~g a muni-

cipili.l golf course in the face of the many more irumediately important 

and pressing improvements which are now vm.i ting funds for h1i tia tion, 

and especially in view of the large initial cost involved in secur-

ing land for the development of a golf course. 

After a little study and investigation, howeve:::.~, the Com-

mission ·oecame thoroly convinced tl1.a t Honolulu should have a munici-

pal golf course, a..nd also more tho roly convinced that if ~-:onolulu 

is to have such a course in the future, the land :must be secured 

before the inflation in land vc..lues rnz.kes such acquisi tio:1 im3)ossi-

ble, and also whi_le there is yet available r.n o..creage s1.:..:f:ficie:1t 

in size and located near enouc;h to the center of po1')ulG.tion to ac-

commodate an 18-hole cour$e. 

Several sites were und.er c o:c.sidero.tion by the Co:::nmission, 

includ.ing Koko Head, ICairauki, :.:oo..naluc,, ?Cc,li?-~i :-:.nd. \is.ikiki j but in 

~ll d1·str1·cts but -1r:-:11·h1· +'.,e 1 o···"c"' -,~"'~,,",~"'··--.r-·-·t."' o-.i." ,~ c•• 1 .--.ce-=-,...ful -., --- V.l..J.- Q..i.. V...I.. - i,,:;\..~"""J..1,. c;,u.J.\.,,,.i,..., .;.) """ ..:>V..V i:JV 

golf course could. bot be net:- namely, t:1e sites we-.:e too fc:,r aYray 

from. the center of -ooT.rnla tion to oe ::wailo..ole for- the golfer -v;ho ... . 
does not own a machine; or they were in sections too d~y for 1')ro1')er 

development; or they were too s,;-;.J.11 L1 c..rc8. to accomr,10d.c~ te r;,n 18-

hole course; or, most iL1portc..n-c of all, t?-1eywe1~e in sec-cio:1s al-

/ ...... , reu.dy developed to such an extent that they v:ere fino..ncially out v 
of the reach of the city. 

The Kalihi site fulfils 2vll the requisites of e;;_,n id.e:11 

course, 'th l"'I • .; .,, ,_,... o "r""""e...,.v,..,-'- 1 on i·,,, ..,,..ecc,··--n-"··0 c1 1··..-,"· iJ.j,'lQ. e v0lliiilJ.,3$.1.,Ql1 .ti~8,.;.'.,eu l1 -'--,-j ,;. ..;.,l,_ ~• • -'--•-~•• L "L;, 

..... · this site. The general lc:.y of the l:.:.,nd. 

• are almost a du:plica tion of those found in tl10 J:ruuc..nu Co-..-:.n·c:cy Coub 

'. · · d 1· ,., -'.:.-.:.P d evelo·_1J-, d ,,,1· +in tJ.'1n ·ocnefi.t of the e::r,er1.ence gc..ine •- -cou.rse, 2.11 , ., -
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11-;.ent of those grounds, there should oe but fevr real o"bstacles in 

the way of a satisfactory development of the Kalihi course. 

The initial cost will be heo.vy, and must be borne by the 

City or raised thru bond issue. Hovrever, following t}1e prac~ice 

of municipal golf c~urses in the st8.tes, it is anticip~ted that the 

course can become self supporting by the levy of a very nominal 

gree,\fee. It is also planned that the course will eventu.:,,lly re;f)ay 

the original cost. This has been done and is being done on the 

mainland., whe~e golf is a gar.a.8 for a few raon ths of the yeo.r, and 

the Commission feels confident that Honolulu should be able to do 

at least as well if not better, vii th golf an all-the-round. s}:)ort. 

The Co:mrn.ission has completed its work on this project, 

surveying and recording each parcel of property involved. It is 

now in the hands of the Attorney's Office pre:paratory to condm:ma-

tion :proceedings, and in the last ::.-:.::::.alysis it is going to be up 

to the peo~';le themselveE". \'!hether Honolulu shall have a municir,c1l 

golf course, or lose its .9}?:QOrt· .. mi ty thru delay. 

Street layouts have been yre-:9arcd by the Cor::;fui csion for 

the follovling districts- K2.9u.la:1a, K-..::.~18..\78.i C:::.YJ.cl :ruuanu-J?uunui • 

The KaJ.Jalo .. ma street 12.yout was )rc1)2.recl in c 0L10L1.::;. tion 

with the Kapa:lama Drainage project s.nd r cprcscnts o. :,roj ect of con-

sideraole size and involving lc:.rge financial inves~:1ent. This plan 

includes the straightening of the crook in Kine; Street 2,t t:::-ie cane 
I 

fields between i:orris Lane lT,o. l Emel Ay.stin Lane, tha est2..olishing. 

of 10 footalleys to take 0are of puolic utilities~ anQ ', . .., . 
-Ci'18 1nc.Lus1on 

of a 56 foot road on either side of the drainace c~n~l to provide 
,..---\ 

'0 for a parking s:._Jace between the roc:.d and. sidev;alk on the c.1nal 

side of the road. 

-·.-~,.,,.....,.,_..-.. ,...,_.._,.,,...,....,. 
.,._ 7 D . .,_ · -' ... " -'- ... t' r.. -,,-- " "C .; ·1e O :C gene::cal street plan for .i:~s.:9c:.....ru:1.a 1s ;,,.C.J.c'"' oe ;,,•.·:cen ~1-.:: •. , __ , __ • J. •• 

· .. the O. R.. & L. Co., 

canal.. It further a1)proved the immed.ic.te e::::.tension of Vi110yc.rd. 
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Street, und the establishrnent of set-b~ck lines ·on such streets 

connecting the main thorofares of this district, especially School 

{) Street, Vineyard Street and Kukui Street, so that these thorofe.res 

will ha.ve, eventually, a uniform vrid th thru the city. '.l'he :Soard. .. 
also ad.opted the recommendation of its Road Commi1~yee tha~ the 

section makai of King Street, including the construction of the 

car.al in that section, be left for development as a private enter-

prise or by application of the 100 percent im11rovement statutes. 
' This improvement will go forward whenever the pro1;erty ov:ners 

of this district are ready to initiate such improvement project 

on the 100 percent improver~ent basis. 

In October the Corrunission prepared a street plun for 

the district mauka of the Kapaiarn.a district, enclosed by Liliha, 

Lanikila, School and Kunai.vai streets, and connecting v;i t.h t£.:.e 

Kapala.ma Plan. This plan w2.s adopted by the Board on XovcL1oer 3, 
c\ and the property owners a.re already taking steps to ini tio..te an 

improvement district for the :purpose of cc.1.rry:i,ng out the Li:prove-

mcnt project on a 100 percent basis. 

In order to more udequately connect the tvo district, 

the Planning Corcmission directed. Enc;ineer \'/elsh to prepare 2. street 

plan for the district lyihg betv;een :::uuanu Stree:t and ::i?"c.1unui Street. 

Plan prepared by Engineer \7el sh and. 8,) __ : 1~oved -oy t:'1e CoLu:~i s:::;ion in 

JJ.ay called for a.n extension of ::.=aui Street to Nuuanu ).:verme; ex ten-

sion of Y..auai Street thru the f.J:.~:c.11 22.rk in t?ie :Puunui section to 

lfo.L'lauu. Street and curving to . connect v,-i th Jc:~ck Lane at l~uuanu Avenue; 

extension of Ha\·:aii Street to Nuuanu .:\.venue; D.l'!d. 8, new street to oe 

run from the mauka end of Rooke Street 2,lonc t:-~e makai border of 

r,, the Country Club property and. extcndir~c to :1uu.:.nu Av.enue. ?l11n also 
\.....,I 

included two mauk:2.-makai streets betvlecn ::iuuanu and the strem;1, c.nd 

ihe extension of the neu street alrca6y Jlunncd thru t~e Nurbank 

"Tract to c0::::::ect with Y.:.o,ui Street e:•:t(;mded. This street ~')lc.n Yic:.s 

auuroved bv -i.;he :Goard in June, out action on im:pi·overnent --:12.s con-.... -
sidered inadvisable at that time due to the rnany other fina~1cic..l obli-

e~tions of the cityo 
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SunDIVISICKS 

Twenty subdivis·ion plans have been presented "'co :.he Com-. 
mission for approval during the ye~r. Of this hum.ber ne~rly half 

have been pl~ns for subdivi~ing large property holdings in the coun-

try districts. °'T'.l'.lese recent developments of large country areaz. 

emphasize the need for a street plan of the districts outside the 

city proper,- a Regional Plan. 

The Commission is anxious to prevent a duplication 

in the country districts of the problems facing Honolulu proper today 

in the ill planned and coneested streets which must be either even-

tually rectified at great cost or left to be endured, and this re-

quires a carefully worked out street plan for these areas in anti-

cipation of their development. 

The Commission regrets t.o report uiat many pieces of land 

r-··\ have been subdivided during the yec1.r vd thout the approval of -either 
\""- ... ~' 

the Eoard of Supervisors or the Planning Cmmni ssion. ·wr ... ilc in some 

instances this has been done thru ignore.nee of the law, there e,}.)pears 

to have been many cases where the lc.,v hc.s been knov:ingly ignored o.nd 

violated. T'.ae Commission has t:::~ken the initiative in cnccking up on 

certain of these violations which have co11e to its attcr-... tion, 2,nd 

there is at present a long li~t of violei.tions filed in the office 

of the city and county attoJ::l'ley awaiting for ihvestig::..tion and i]:r'Ose-

+· CUvl.On. 

There is prevalent the ide::1, oacked by some of our attor-

neys, that the subdivision l~:w is not les£-~l 2.nc. cannot t:.:.ereforc be 

enforced. If this is so, the present laTI should be i~vesti~~ted 

and revised v;here necessary un•.:.il it co..n be made a Y,orlcuole 12.vr.,. 
l,,,,.,........_, 

U A law ·wn.ich cannot be enforced becomcc little better thc..n no lc::..w at 

all, inasmuch as the subdivider \'-:ho is ho:-;.cstly t1\y-ing to ~~-.:Ji.de by 

the law is severely penalized. for his ho:-:.csty, -v:hile 1..:. ::)re:.·.::.-;,:::::: is 

, ___ placed 0"1 the man vvho is keen enoue:;h to }:Jre,ctice ev3.,sion ... It is 

·-. 
1 

I anticipated that steps will be taken durinc the coming to re-
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raedy this condition. 

Following is a list of the subdivisions in order they 

have been received by the Conrrtlission for investigation: 

26-
.. 

No. Kalihi, intersection King c;1,nd 1.::iddle Sts. • • • J8.no- 8 

lfo. 27- Dov1sett Tract, Lots 41, 42 & 43 • • . . . . . . Dec • 18 
No. 28- Kalihi Valley • . . •· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jun • 23 

lfo. 29- IG.ng Street, 1foKinlcy Park Tract Apr. "") . . . . . . . C._; 

lfo. 30- Hauula • • . . . . . • . .. . . . . . . }fay 7 
No. 31- Wahiawa . . . . . •· . . . . . . . . . . • . . :,.ray 2i 
No. 32- Ka.ha.la Cliffs Tract . . . . . . . . . . . . . liay 21 

no. 33- Ka:9ahill:Lu . . . • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . Jlll~,;l 30 
lfo. 34- :Diamond Heud Land TruPt . . . . . . . . . . . July 30 
lfo. 35- Yfahiawa, Upl2..nd P.:rk .. . . . . . . . . . . P.i;.g • 13 
lfo. 36- Dowsett Hie;hland Tract . . . . . . . . •· . . . Sel)t.10 

Jfo. 37- Cocoa.nut Grove, 3rd Seri es . :?ov. . . . , 
No. 38- Waikiki, facing .Ala-wc:.i, bv J Eel VI. Stiles . . . :i<:ov. 5 
1fo .. 39- Banning property, l~ilua . . . . . • . . . . 1~ov. 16 

No. 40- Castle property, Ka.iluu. 7:(0V. 7 ·" . . . . . . . . . . . . _o 

No. 41- Lot 21, Kailua. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • lfov. 16 

Ho. 42- East l.:Ianoa Tract . . . . . . . . . . . :~ov. 16 

lTo. 43- Robert Shinsle l)l"'OIJ G~c·t:/~ : ... ~s.2:~i }(i . . . . . . . :~ov. 16 

No. 44- Xailua, Castle :pro:9ert~,r bet•~. eer.l. Cocoanut 
Grove and Kalc:.rn.a . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dec<> 17 

Mo. 45- Nanakuli . . . . . . . . . . . . . :Jee. 31 

( '24) 



WAIKIKI DR!'.:DP .. G-E C) "lTAL 

The Waikiki Drai112.ge Canal has at last been di gr:ified. 

r'J with a ntuae thru the efforts of the Planninc Comrnission. Sugges-,, .... .,,.,. 
tions· were invited thru the medium of the daily ne.wspa:oers for a, .. 
nshort, eu:phonic Hawaiian name that uould be easy to pronounce 11 • 

Out of a group of some fifteen names submitted. the nar.1e a1uc:.-wc.~ 11 

me.:ning 11watervra.y 11 , ·was easily the un2.nimous choice of the Corr.unis-

sion. The name "Ala-vve.i II was approved by the :Soard of Supervisors 

in April. and is now the official name of the canalo 

HOTEL Al-ID AP.ARTL:Ji!NT DISTRICT FOR ~.YAIKIKI 

.An ordinance proposing the creatio~ of an hotel and 

apartra.ent district for the entire Vfo.ikffiki Reclurr..ation district 

was protested by the Commission vd-1ich believed that the land f2,c-

ing the .Ala-wai should be excluded from sn hotel and. 2...:9art,1ent 
,,,-, 
r · area, or at least that some rogulatio1..._ of height, de::,ig:n an0. loca-

tion. of same should be made by the 1302.rc, o: Su:9ervisor.s in orcl..er to 

insure an unifor.m.ly high ch2..r2.cter of build.inc l:ayout on :prope1~ty 

facing Alu-vmi; al so tr ... o. t t:.:..c s trirj cf lc~ncl i;1ai<::2.i of I(a.1-:)iol~r:.i 

Parl{ and Kalakaua Avenue, borclcrinc the ::;e2,, sl1ould.. be cxcluded, 

and that plans be forrn.ulated ~o so:n~ dc.y 8.cq_ui1~e t:.i.i.s tr:..';.ct for 

park :purposes. A public he:.:~,ri.n.:; 17as :r1cld. on this Resol;)tiu:, 

t-.'i th the result that al tho t:r .. c lo.nd facing the Ji...la--v:c..i '.7::,s included 

in the Hotel and Apartment District, the 12.nd facing the sec~ at 

Kapiola.ni Park was eliminated., 3.,nd reserved. for :98.rk :pur:_Jo:::es. 

Prior to its fin.:::.l rsdo:9tion oy the 1Jc..il:i1ci Reclo.i·.:c.tion 

Co1:uni ssion on 1:Iay 14, severs.l c:-:&.nc.;e:::, v:c1·e inc o:cpora tcd L-.. to t:i.-:e 

plan for street layout for the reclar.18.tion d..i8trict .. T:12; ca.nc.l 

1:as ±ncrcased from 1.50 to 200 feet in v:id. t:h, 2.r-.. C: the r.1:::,l;:o.::.. -~,ou..levs.rcl 

, 00 .I.• • · 7' " .,_ , . .., ,-,~ cl•·,.,. T1" r.,, 7"'ou.1..'"' r:,~7 :·, .• ,~a' ;.vas 1~cduced frmn... .i:ee-c -co .c;.. rec., ........ •·""" v.u., i...- .., -V- -

., " tl k "' tl .,,, al ,. .. ,,, e,.1..1· '",~1· ·,-,1:-C: .,.v· ,c,r: .,.v· 0 ~,ermi t of C, '"i.':i.O..e ·_02,:rlc-• c::.:.:·c? y Yf£.U ~a Ol. 1.e C3.uc ,cc;..:, •·· •·- ~"'- ..t' 
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ing area, slo1)ing· dovm to the c2,ne.l edge, while the ooul eve.rd 

on the upper side of the park v-ras in turn vridened from. Eio to 

100 feet. This boulevard is the logical approach to the:: :'erri-

to rial Fair Grounds and the increase in width 1vas c onsiclered neces-

sary in o:tder to talC·e care of the traffic incident to the Te1,,-ri tor-

ial Fair. One thru street extending from. Kapa.hulu Road to the 

down tovm section was continued at 80 feet, while the alternate 

streets were reduced to 70 feet. 

ZOlUlTG 

The Zoning Ordinance has again been under fire this 

past year, due to the authorization of the Board of Supervisors by 

the Legislature to reconsider the linuts of the second class fire 

district, with a view to reducing same, providing that there srw,11 

be. but one change, and that same shall be made within six months 

r·--, from d2.te of legicl&.tive authorization. 
\, ........ ,·' 

At the request of the Board of Supervisors the Co~rr0.ission 

took under advisement various plans of m.aking this reduction, v:i th 

the result that the cormnission finally went. on record as fc: .. vorino; 

no change in the fire limit. Eo\vevcr, the Co:::JID.ission c.id reco1:1r.1end 

that in case the Board. oi' Supervisors insists upon m-akinc; ~1. reduc-

tion, notwithstandine, an ordinance ce QrGfted 1rovidinc that if at 

any time the ~rea in question tecones business Qistrict it sh2..ll 

also ~.zd::ir:-z.d3r~ oecome a Second Cl8..ss fire dist:::-ict.,. Action on 

the matter by the Board. w2.s delayed until 2Ster the c:~llo ted six 

months had e:cpircd, e.nd the ordinance esta"olishing the second class 

fire district automatically remc:.ins unchanged. 

At the request of the Buildine Ins1:rnctor s.nd the Encineers' 

Association, much time was given to a discussion of a revision of 

the entire :Building Code v:i th :.1 view to 11 eliminatinc:; certc.L:. incon-

si stencies, clearing doubtful ri.::~ssages, a.na. :r.1c..lcinc; certo.L: cr..2.nges 

· · ·1 kh k ·o·uila."1'ng, or~1··J.1ance". in the light of experience 1:1 t. 1 1, e pre sen 1, - --·--- ·-----·--· .. • 
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In view of the fact that the original draftinz of the 

ordinance covered a period of years, with public hearings and con-

\:) stant legal assistance, the Co:m.mission me.intains that an eq_u2.lly 

intensive study should be r11;.'l.de before any revision is unclert2.ken, 

especially since many of the suggested changes are far-reaching 

in character • 

.Also since the zoning ordinance and the building ordinance 

have been combined into a 11Building Code 11 v1hich includ.es rr:any de-

tails which are primarily matters for the Building Inspector, rather 

than the Commission, to reg1.u.ate, the Comrnission questions t1.e ad-

visability of revision being initiated by this body. It viroul6. re-

commend tr.at this :preliminary work be undertaken by some one :person 

working in cooperation v;ith the Building Inspector and A:torney's 

Office, the Co:mr.a.ission acting only in an advisory capacity until 

1,....____ such time as the revision is in a definite ::md tangltle :-.:orrn. for 
\ . 

discussion and actiono 

Each year there is a noticeable increase in cooperation 

and backing by the corr.illlunity. This is n, healthy sign and the n.s,tural 

outgrowth of a "better understc:mc.ing of the ::uY-~c-~io:ls of c:i ty ~:ilan-

ning and its place in city govern:tJ.ent 1:0 dou·ot c. lc"re;e factor in 

Honolulu .Advertiser in e ::91&:r;.ation oi' -c}1e }_"):r.·ob:i.e:.:.:s :::~::-.C. c~cr0lo:Jin.ent 

:projects as they come before the CoLnnission. 1:r. \:!els:: ::c~s c1lso 

.O"iven several talks before V8..rious clv:os f..'..nd. orgc..niz2.tions- of the 
0 --, t • 

,, __ , city which have asked for inst1~actionc.l L1formtitio11. 

----

; 

• 

An impetus has been ;:;iven to city )l"~nnL1e; t:2~· . .wut the 

United Stc..tes this year • ' • I • thru the 1)uol1ca.-c1011 

i:1agazine "::hich is to be ti1e official orc;an of 11 'l':r1e .Al1:e:ric:;:,:,:: City 

:Planning :Institute" and 11 The l~ationzJ. Confe:cc::ac:e on •.:::ity :I?la~:ninc; 11
; 
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and to oe elevated to a discussion of the city plc..nning 1-:roole111s 

that c:sre being met and solved in t:1.e cities c1ll ovGr t:c~e :::;1[:.in-

land<> At the invitation of the cdi tors of the 1:1c..ge .. zL1e the .. 
V,{) rk of the Honolulu Commission was r;i ven puol ici ty in the 

second issue of ti~e magazine thru 8.n. article contrio· ... ,.ted by 

its secretaryo 

Attached herewith is a r·e1)0:ct oy :Sngineer -Jelsh 

of the vrnrk done on a. Per1.1a.nent Street Survey during the 

hear 1925. 

Respectfully s·t.1omi tted 

PY 
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