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Written
Testimony

The Board also noted that the Transportation and Planning Committee did not have
quorum on CC 35 DeReis Amendment, but that Counci! Chair Menor, who was in
attendance, was given temporary vote on this committee in order to pass this
amendment. We believe Council Chair is ex-officio and without vote,

We respectfully request that the City Council reject the inclusion of CC 35 the DeReis
Amendment to Bill 57 CD 1 Ko’olaupoko Sustainable Communities Plan for these
irregularities and the following reasons:

1) Agricultural Lands/Open Lands: The Kahalu'u Neighborhood Board #29 is
concerned that we must preserve the integrity of the Sustainable Community Plan by
keeping agricultural land in agriculture. The Board also has a long history of
facilitating the hydrologic cycle and recharging of underground aquifers by preserving
large tracts of open lands for adequate filtration.

2) Recharging of Underground Aquifers: The DeReis property is currently zoned for
AG-2 and preservation. The proposed project of 6 country lots with 12 dwellings
destroys open land that is needed to filter rainwater to recharge the underground
aquifers. The Board of Water Supply is currently developing plans to construct a
desalination plant in Ewa to supplement our dwindling freshwater stocks.

3) Pure Water Source: We believe that it is vital to protect the health of our streams
and sources of pure water in Kahalu'u from storm water pollution and leaking septic
systems. Increased development will lead to increased degradation of Kahalu'u stream
and pollution of Kahalu'u lagoon.

4) Public Safety: The proposed development, if built, will further endanger public
safety by aggravating a heavy sewage seepage problem from that area. As you may be
aware, the Department of Health and the Environmental Protection Agency, is
currently actively investigating the sources of high dangerous bacterial levels along
Kahalu’u stream and Kahalu’u lagoon.

5) No Fire Protection: The Board of Water Supply states that the water supply is
inadequate for fire protection (Page C 43)

6) Private Roads: Substandard private roads cannot support the increased population
density and traffic with proposed development projects. These plans are not
sustainable, and neighbors face losing their property by eminent domain in order to
construct municipal roads to service these subdivisions. High traffic volume will affect
the rural nature of this community.

7) No DPP Support: The DeReis project is not supported by DPP because there is
sufficient land within the existing growth boundary to accommodate some growth
(Page A.6-3). Parks and Recreation Department agrees with the DPP position (page C
43}

8) No Community Support: The Kailua Neighborhood Board also opposes the project
(Page C 57) as well as the Ko’olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club.
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9) O‘ahu General Plan: Expanding residential development by extending the Urban
Growth Boundary (CGB) into Kahalu'u agricultural land violates the intent of the
Oahu General Plan.

Mahalo for your consideration of our request to reject the inclusion of CC-35 DeReis
Amendment in Bill 57 the proposed draft of the Ko’olauoko Sustainable Communities

Plan.

Respectfully,

Flora Obayashi

Chair, Kahalu‘u Neighborhood Board #29
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