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Thomas Square is arguably one of the most significant parks in
Honolulu. It is Hawaii's first park and one of Hawaii's most
important historic sites. It was the site where King
Kamehameha lll first uttered our now state motto, “Ua Mau ke
Ea o ka ‘Aina i ka Pono,” (the life of the land is perpetuated in
righteousness), on Restoration Day 1843, when the Kingdom of
Hawaii was restored from British control. The park also played a
key role in the use of the Hawaiian flag, which became the
official flag of the kingdom and the State of Hawaii, and was the
home of the Royal Hawaiian Band and the original site of the
University of Hawai'i. City officials have met with hundreds of
stakeholders over the past 18 months, and based on the
public’'s comments, a draft plan was developed for restoring the
park, which, over the next six months, will be refined based on

Written Testimony

. MISC. COM. 1627 Council




Testimony
Attachment

Accept Terms and
Conditions (*)

further stakeholder input. The FY2017 funds ($1,950,000) for
Thomas Square renovation are essential for meeting the 175th
anniversary goal. These funds are being used to pay for re-
grassing, restoring the paths, sidewalks, benches, flagpole and
particularly the trees. Without these funds it will be impossible to
meet.the 175th anniversary goal of this basic part of the park's
restoration. Unfortunately, the City Council has cancelled the
FY2017 funding needed to restore the park. The last major
renovation was in 1967, and it's time to restore the park to the
rightful status and condition it deserves.
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