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HONOLULU, HAWAII

RESOLUTION

REQUESTING THE CITY AUDITOR TO CONDUCT A PERFORMANCE AUDIT OF
HOW DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES ARE HANDLED, PROCESSED, AND
RESOLVED BY THE CITY.

WHEREAS, domestic violence is a widespread community problem that
compromises the safety of thousands of families in the City and can have tragic,
destructive, and sometimes fatal consequences; and

WHEREAS, according to statistics provided by the Hawaii Department of the
Attorney General, from 2008 to 2012, 38.7 percent of murders committed in the state
were domestic violence-related; and

WHEREAS, while domestic violence makes up a significant portion of violent
crime, many victims do not report violence to authorities, family or friends, resulting in a
possible underestimation of the number of domestic violence incidents; and

WHEREAS, recent high-profile incidents have raised concerns about the way the
police and prosecutors handle domestic violence cases that are reported; and

WHEREAS, the handling of domestic violence cases by the Honolulu Police
Department, the Department of the Prosecuting Attorney (Prosecutor), and other
government agencies affects public confidence in the ability of the City to deal with
these kinds of crimes effectively and may influence whether victims decide to come
forward with complaints; and

WHEREAS, the Council established a Domestic Violence Response Task Force
in Resolution 15-25, FD1, to make recommendations for improving training on, reporting
of, and monitoring of domestic violence cases; and

WHEREAS, in order to effectively evaluate the City's response to domestic
violence, the Council requires information on prosecution rates, volume of complaints,
and turnaround times from patrol to investigation, investigation to submittal to the
Prosecutor, and receipt of the complaint to filing of charges; and

WHEREAS, to further improve the City's policies for responding to domestic

violence, the Council finds that a performance audit of City agencies involved in
domestic violence response is warranted; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it
requests the City Auditor to conduct a performance audit of how domestic violence
cases are handled, processed, and resolved by the City and its agencies; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the audit: 1) determine whether domestic
violence cases in Honolulu are handled, processed, and investigated in an economical,
efficient, and effective manner; and 2) make recommendations for improving how
domestic violence cases in Honolulu are handled, processed, and resolved; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the
Office of the City Auditor, the Honolulu Police Department, the Department of the
Prosecuting Attorney and the Mayor.

A

INTRODUCED BY:

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

JAN 4 2015

Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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