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Dear Chair Anderson and Members of the Committee on Zoning and Planning: = 39
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UNITE HERE, Local 5 represents over 11,000 workers in the hotel, restaurant and health caf€ “

industries in Hawaii.

We support with reservation Bill 20 (2015), which would amend the LUO to allow the creation of
accessory dwelling units. The Union agrees that ADUs may generate more housing for local
residents and it is a start in addressing the housing crisis if used for its intended purpose.

We believe this bill could benefit many in our communities. It provides more housing inventory and
is a viable solution for the following:

The multigenerational household, common in Hawaii, would benefit by having space and privacy.
The working poor unable to afford high rent would have more options available to them.

The “house poor” homeowner would be able to generate the additional income needed to keep their
home.

The elderly who want to age in place are able to do so safely, with dignity and with less disruption
to lifestyle for all involved.

The Union understands and appreciates that there are explicit provisions requiring ADUs be for
long-term rental only — not TVUs — but our concerns are legitimate.

Surely, this council is aware that many already disregard laws regarding TV Us because of weak
enforcement mechanisms. Surely, this council must be aware that of the thousands of illegal TVUs,
only a handful of token fines have been issued.

We strongly urge this council to address enforcement issues regarding the proliferation of TVUs
and BnBs in conjunction to moving this bill forward.

Mabhalo for your consideration.
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