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LAND TRUST

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS LAND TRUST’S
COMMENTS ON BILL 13, CD1
Tuesday, May 12, 2015, 9:00am

Committee Meeting Room

Aloha Chair Martin and Council members,

Hawaiian Islands Land Trust (“HILT”) respectfully asks for reconsideration of our Grant
in Aid Application for our Maunawila Heiau Phase 2 project. Although our application was
ranked highest in the Arts and Culture category, the GIA commission ultimately did not
recommend funding for our project. Moreover, no culture projects were recommended for
funding this cycle.

Last year, with generous funding from the City and County of Honolulu’s Clean Water
and Natural Lands Fund, Hll T acquired ownership of the Maunawila Heiau property to
permanently protect the property’s important natural and cultural resources for the benefit of
Hawai’i residents and visitors. Since then, the property has garnered tremendous community
support, with hundreds of volunteers and students attending monthly service days to care for and
learn from this wahi pana.

Unfortunately, the property is currently accessed through a neighboring parcel, rather
than from the main road, and it lacks the appropriate trail infrastructure for safe access by
kupuna and children. Funding for this one-time request in the amount of $96,871.04 would
provide the much needed resources to make the property safe and accessible for the general
public, so that more people may experience this special place. Thus, HILT respectfully asks the
City Council to reconsider funding for our Grant in Aid application. Mahalo nui for your time.

Sincerely,

Christina A. Aiu
O’ahu Island Director
Hawaiian Islands Land Trust
Ph: 808-498-8385
Email: christinaahilt.org
www.hilt.org


