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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII

	
	

[bookmark: _GoBack]         No.            14-237                    

	RESOLUTION

	



RENAMING SANDY BEACH PARK TO PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA SANDY BEACH PARK.


WHEREAS, subsections (e) and (f) of Section 22-9.5 of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 1990, as amended ("ROH"), state:

(e)	All naming or renaming of city parks, sites or facilities or any portion thereof shall be by resolution by the council of the City and County of Honolulu.  Approval for the erection or placement of permanent memorials shall be by resolution, provided that an appropriate budget ordinance has been enacted where required.

(f)	The council may, on its own motion, designate a name for a new or existing park, site, facility, or any portion thereof, or memorial, consistent with the requirements set forth herein, by adoption of an appropriate resolution.

; and

WHEREAS, subsection (a)(3) of Section 22-9.3 of the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu 1990, as amended ("ROH"), states, in part:

(3)	In exceptional cases, a new or existing park, site, facility or any portion thereof may be named for a person, or for a belief, ideal, concept or historical event of significance to the community, city, nation or world.

; and

WHEREAS, on August 4, 1961, Barack Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii at the Kapiolani Medical Center for Women and Children, and he spent most of his childhood and young adult life in Honolulu; and

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2008, Barack Obama was elected as the 44th President of the United States of America and sworn in on January 20, 2009; and
	
WHEREAS, President Barack Obama is the first Hawaii-born and the first African-American President in the history of the United States; and

WHEREAS, it is a matter of great state pride that President Obama is the first Hawaii-born citizen to hold that high office; and

WHEREAS, President Obama has stated that:

"The opportunity that Hawaii offered – to experience a variety of cultures in a climate of mutual respect – became an integral part of my world view, and a basis for the values that I hold most dear."

; and

WHEREAS, President Obama maintains strong ties to the City and County of Honolulu and the State of Hawaii, including regular visits to Honolulu to spend time with friends and family; and

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2011, the Council adopted Resolution 11-124, urging President Obama to select a location in Hawaii as the site for his presidential library; and

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2014, the Barack Obama Foundation selected the University of Hawaii as one of four institutions to compete to host the Obama Presidential Library and a primary location of the UH bid includes Kakaako in Honolulu; and

WHEREAS, Honolulu has no major landmarks or monuments named for President Obama; and

WHEREAS, Sandy Beach Park is a 32.82 acre park at 8801 Kalanianaole Highway, TMK: 3-9-011-002, and is a popular bodysurfing destination for residents and visitors; and

WHEREAS, Obama's love of body surfing at Sandy Beach Park is well documented, including a comment from 2012 describing what he would do if granted the anonymity to do what he wanted unrecognized:

"You park your car.  If the waves are good you sit and watch and ponder it for a while.  You grab your car keys in the towel.  And you jump in the ocean.  And you have to wait until there is a break in the waves. . . . And you put on a fin—and you only have one fin—and if you catch the right wave you cut left because left is west. . . . Then you cut down into the tube there.  You might see the crest rolling and you might see the sun glittering.  You might see a sea turtle in profile, sideways, like a hieroglyph in the water. . . . And you spend an hour out there.  And if you've had a good day you've caught six or seven good waves and six or seven not so good waves.  And you go back to your car.  With a soda or a can of juice.  And you sit.  And you can watch the sun go down …"

; and

WHEREAS, in Ordinance 14-19 the Council approved funding for a plaque dedicated to President Obama's love of bodysurfing at Sandy Beach Park; and

WHEREAS, United States President Barack Obama's election and presidency are historically significant for the local community, the state, the nation and the world; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that Sandy Beach Park be renamed President Barack Obama Sandy Beach Park; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council requests the City administration to erect appropriate signage and approves the placement of such signage at the park; and



BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the Mayor, the Director of Parks and Recreation, President Barack Obama, and the University of Hawaii Presidential Center Initiative, Office of the Chancellor, 2500 Campus Road, Hawaii Hall, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822.
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