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	CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII


	
	No.   14-175, CD1                             

	RESOLUTION

	



REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES TO STUDY THE USE AND IMPACTS OF SINGLE-USE FOOD SERVICE CONTAINERS.
WHEREAS, single-use food service containers are ubiquitous in our island culture, with restaurants, lunch wagons, and other purveyors of meals and snacks providing "to go" offerings as a significant, and sometimes the entire, part of their daily business; and
WHEREAS, single-use food service containers, an important and convenient implement for businesses and consumers, are made from various materials, including paper, plastic, and expanded polystyrene, and may or may not be labeled biodegradable or compostable; and
WHEREAS, the improper disposal of these single-use food service containers has become a blight upon and a hazard to our natural environment, negatively impacting our tourism-dependent economy, wildlife and natural resources; and
WHEREAS, the issue of the improper disposal of these single-use food service containers has become a flashpoint in our island society, with environmentalists, business representatives, and consumers all weighing in on the perceived impacts and needed solutions; and
WHEREAS, the Council finds that there is a critical need for objective and scientific information in order to determine the true impacts of both properly disposed and improperly disposed single-use food service containers and to develop public policy that addresses the issue in an effective, balanced and fair manner; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that the Department of Environmental Services is requested to study the use and impacts of single-use food service containers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report include, but not be limited to, the following information:

· An assessment of the types, quantities, and qualities of single-use food service containers used on Oahu;

· An analysis of how disposed single-use food service containers are currently managed by the City's waste management processes, including collection, landfill diversion, energy recovery, recycling, and composting;
· A review of current and past efforts by the City and other levels of government to implement anti-littering campaigns and education regarding single-use food service containers, and an evaluation of the effectiveness of such efforts;
· An assessment of any potential health and safety risks associated with the everyday use and disposal of single-use food service containers.  The assessment shall be based on credible scientific data and include information from authoritative scientific bodies and regulatory agencies such as the U.S. Food and Drug Administration; and
· An assessment of what the potential financial and non-financial impacts would be of various options to address the improper disposal of single-use food service containers, including a partial or total ban of single-use food service containers versus maintaining the status quo.  The assessment should include the forecasted financial impacts on single-use food service container manufacturers and distributors, food service establishments, government, and consumers.  The types of financial impacts to be considered should include business capital and operating costs, as well as employment impacts to single-use food service container manufacturers, distributors and food service establishments.  In addition, the assessment should determine whether compostable single-use food service containers are a safe alternative to the currently used food service containers, especially for "hot" menu items.  Moreover, the assessment should consider the estimated costs of city regulation and enforcement, as well as the retail price impact to consumers;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Environmental Services shall present its report to the Council no later than June 30, 2015; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the Department of Environmental Services.
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