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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII
MEETING MINUTES
REAL PROPERTY TAX ADVISORY COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2014
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM
2ND FLOOR

HONOLULU HALE

Members Present:

Schuyler Cole





Nelson Higa





Amy Hirano





Ray Kamikawa





Eugene Soquena (left at 3:02 p.m.)




Thomas Yamachika

Members Absent:

Howard Garval

Staff Present:


Sharleen Oshiro, Council Legislative Analyst

Guests Present:
Budget and Fiscal Services (BFS): Nelson Koyanagi, Jr., Director; Gary Kurokawa, Deputy Director and Administrator, Real Property Assessment Division; Robert Magota, Assistant Administrator, Assessment Branch; James Itoh, Valuation Analyst; Edlyn Taniguchi, Chief of Treasury
1.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order with a quorum present at 1:02 p.m. by Chair Ray Kamikawa. 

2.
The minutes of the June 10, 2014 meeting were approved as circulated.

3.
 Oral Testimony:  Commission heard from one testifier.
4.
New Business

a.
Pending legislation and BFS recommendations:  Commission discussed all items with questions to and answers from BFS.   The Commission had further requests of BFS: 

1. For bill 25 regarding a minimum tax on exempt uses under ROH § 8-10.10, please provide a list of the owners that would be impacted if the bill becomes law, starting with the biggest impacts.

2. Again for bill 25, please provide revenue estimates on additional property tax collected if the bill becomes law.

3. Names of the six for-profit child care centers exempted under ROH § 8-10-33.

4. Number of units covered by the exemption under ROH § 8-7.1(c)(4) and originating bill (to determine any purpose clause). 

5. Referring to page 17 of the previous commission’s report, there is a reference to the term “and other” in connection with the charitable organization exemption.  Please provide the ROH citation to this term “and other.”

The Commission divided into two committees to further discuss and consider the bills, wish list, and other proposals.  The two committees are:
a. Minimum Tax and Exemptions (Commissioners Amy Hirano, Eugene Soqueno, and Tom Yamachika):  to consider the various proposals relating to a form of minimum tax on persons and uses exempt from the property tax.  Besides the charitable and other big exemptions, this would include the historic residential and renewable energy exemptions.  Propose recommendations.

b. Classifications (Commissioners Schuyler Cole, Nelson Higa, and Ray Kamikawa):   TVRs (or TVUs), B&Bs, agriculture, residential class A.  Propose recommendations.

Recommendations by the two groups to be circulated to Commissioners by Monday, August 18, 2014.  As time is of the essence, committees will circulate only those proposals deemed worthy of further consideration.  

5.
Announcement:  Next meeting, Wednesday, August 20, 2014.

6.
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 3:16 p.m.
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