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	CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII


	
	         No.          14-196                      

	RESOLUTION

	



URGING THE HAWAII STATE LEGISLATURE AND THE STATE OFFICE OF ELECTIONS TO REVISE APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES AS NECESSARY TO ENSURE INTEGRITY OF ELECTIONS IN THE STATE OF HAWAII.

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2014, the State Office of Elections held the 2014 primary election; and

WHEREAS, on August 10, 2014, the State Office of Elections released the final printouts of the election results; and 

WHEREAS, on August 13, 2014, after a post-election audit, State Office of Elections officials were informed that 800 ballots from Maui County were counted on primary election night but had not been transmitted to State election headquarters; and

WHEREAS, according to published reports, State Office of Elections officials waited until August 15, 2014 to notify the public that the ballots were not included in the final printout since the ballots were not transmitted to State election headquarters; and

WHEREAS, on November 2, 2004, according to media reports, the general election final vote count for the state was delayed due to the late-night discovery of approximately 4,000 mail-in absentee ballots; and

WHEREAS, it is the Council's belief that all elections require the highest level of transparency in order to ensure the integrity of the election process; and

WHEREAS, neither the Hawaii Revised Statutes nor the Hawaii Administrative Rules set forth requirements regarding timely reporting of ballots which have failed to be transmitted from the counties to the State election headquarters and the procedures for counting and verifying such ballots; and


WHEREAS, it is the Council’s belief that these requirements and the stringent enforcement of the requirements, are necessary to maintain transparency and public confidence in the integrity in the election process; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that the Hawaii State Legislature and the State Office of Elections are urged to revise the applicable statutes and rules as necessary to ensure that: 

1) the election process is transparent, 

2) all ballots are counted, transmitted, verified, and reported in a timely fashion,
3) any ballots that cannot be verified shall be deemed null and void;
 and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be transmitted to the Governor, the Senate President, the Speaker of the House, the State Elections Commission and the State Chief Elections Officer of the State of Hawaii.
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