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	CITY COUNCIL

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII


	
	         No.         14-169                       

	RESOLUTION

	



REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES THROUGH ITS PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP WITH OAHU TRANSIT SERVICES, INC. TO DEVELOP A CITY BIODIESEL INITIATIVE THAT REQUIRES THE USE OF BIODIESEL BY THEBUS AND THEHANDI-VAN FLEETS.

WHEREAS, Hawaii is dependent on importing fossil fuels, mainly oil, to sustain more than 90% of its energy requirements; and


WHEREAS, the City and County of Honolulu ("City") agrees with the State of Hawaii and the U.S Department of Energy in their partnership in the Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative (HCEI), which established goals to reduce dependency on petroleum for the use of energy, increase the use of local renewable and alternative energy sources, and lessen Hawaii's overall dependency on oil; and

WHEREAS, biodiesel is a fuel derived from organic oils, which is a renewable, clean-burning diesel replacement; and
WHEREAS, a blend of biodiesel fuel meeting industry specifications (ASTM D 6751) with petroleum-based diesel fuel is designated as BXX, where XX represents the volume percentage of biodiesel fuel in the blend (i.e. B20 is 20% biodiesel, 80% petroleum diesel); and
WHEREAS, biodiesel that meets industry specifications (ASTM D 6751) is required to be registered with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) before sale and distribution, and is the only alternative fuel to fully complete the health effects testing requirements of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments; and

WHEREAS, biodiesel is an available alternative fuel source that can be used by the Department of Transportation Services for the fueling of TheBus and TheHandi-Van without major modification to the City’s existing fleet inventory; and


WHEREAS, the collection and recycling of cooking fats, oils, and grease for local biodiesel production has already proven to be financially beneficial for local restaurants, hotels, resorts and other foodservice locations, and has the added environmental benefit of keeping these substances out of Hawaii's landfills and waterstreams; and


WHEREAS, biodiesel fuel can be produced locally by locally-owned companies, thereby generating revenue in the State of Hawaii and creating a variety of job opportunities for local residents; and


WHEREAS, in the State of Hawaii, the price of locally produced biodiesel is comparable to the price of petroleum diesel; and


WHEREAS, the City already uses B20 Biodiesel for certain vehicles in the municipal fleet, including waste collection trucks since 2004; and

WHEREAS, federal, state, city and county jurisdictions are setting a trend to increase biofuel use by creating biodiesel mandates and setting biodiesel percentage increase goals; and

WHEREAS, the leading examples of biodiesel mandates in the United States include the states of Minnesota and Oregon.  Minnesota implemented a B5 Biodiesel mandate in 2005 with a goal of a steady increase to B20 Biodiesel, and this year is implementing their transitional mandate of B10 Biodiesel.  The State of Oregon, which shared a B2 Biodiesel mandate with the states of Washington and Pennsylvania, has surpassed both of these states by increasing its B2 Biodiesel mandate to B5 Biodiesel in 2011; and

WHEREAS, a portion of TheBus fleet from the Oahu Transit Inc. has undergone B20 Biodiesel testing in the period from 2012 to 2013; and

WHEREAS, using biodiesel could significantly reduce the State's import of crude oil which in turn would reduce local consumption of fossil fuels and result in significant reductions of greenhouse gas emissions and other air pollutants in Hawaii; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the creation and implementation of a City Biodiesel Initiative could result in significant financial benefits for the City while also promoting a cleaner environment for the state of Hawaii; now, therefore,


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City and County of Honolulu that it requests the Department of Transportation Services through its public-private partnership with Oahu Transit Services, Inc. to develop a City Biodiesel Initiative that requires a minimum use of B5 Biodiesel (5% Biodiesel / 95% Petroleum Diesel) with a goal of steadily increasing the blend to B20 Biodiesel by 2018 for its TheBus and TheHandi-Van fleets; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Transportation Services report on the status of the development of a City Biodiesel Initiative to the Council no later than December 1, 2014; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report submitted to the Council by the Department of Transportation Services shall address at a minimum, the following:

· A cost benefit analysis of using locally produced and blended B5 Biodiesel fuel versus non-locally produced and blended B5 Biodiesel versus petroleum diesel by the existing TheBus and TheHandi-Van fleets, including projected hard and soft dollar savings;
· Estimated energy savings, carbon footprint and performance reliability of using B5 Biodiesel fuel; and
· A timeline schedule outlining a feasible implementation of a City Biodiesel Initiative for City public transit systems beginning July 2015;
and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Oahu Transit Services, Inc. is requested to work collaboratively with the Department of Transportation Services in the development of the aforementioned report to the Council and the implementation of a City Biodiesel Initiative; and


BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Mayor, the Director of Transportation Services, and the President and General Manager of Oahu Transit Services, Inc.
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