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CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII
MEETING MINUTES
REAL PROPERTY TAX ADVISORY COMMISSION
TUESDAY, June 10, 2014
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETING ROOM
2ND FLOOR

HONOLULU HALE

Members Present:

Schuyler Cole





Nelson Higa





Amy Hirano





Ray Kamikawa





Eugene Soquena





Thomas Yamachika

Members Absent:

Howard Garval

Staff Present:


Sharleen Oshiro, Council Legislative Analyst

Guests Present:
Budget and Fiscal Services (BFS): Nelson Koyanagi, Jr., Director; Gary Kurokawa, Deputy Director and Administrator, Real Property Assessment Division; Robert Magota, Assistant Administrator, Assessment Branch; James Itoh, Valuation Analyst; Edlyn Taniguchi, Chief of Treasury

Office of Council Services (OCS): Dean Minakami



1.
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order with a quorum present at 1:00 p.m. by Chair Ray Kamikawa. 

2.
The minutes of the May 28, 2014 meeting were approved as circulated.

3.
The Department of Budget and Fiscal Services made a presentation to the Commission covering the department, real property tax valuations, exemptions, dedications, and tax credits.  BFS provided the following written handouts:  Informational Briefing PowerPoint notes; Exemption by Type; 2013 testimony on Bills 34 (2013) (DC521), 36 CD1 (2013) (DC595), 39 CD1 (2013) (DC597), and 40 CD2 (2013) (DC598), and a “Wish List” containing five items.  BFS commented that exemptions are nice but in the end someone will have to pay if the City is to have enough resources for its budget.  A question and answer period followed.  
4.
Dean Minakami, OCS, made a presentation on the Sunshine Law.  He noted that the Sunshine law does not apply to this body.  The only requirement for this body is to have an agenda posted and to take public testimony.  Agenda items must be descriptive enough so that the general public will understand the issue to be considered.  

5.
The Permitted Interaction Group created to address administrative and operational policies of the Commission made its oral report.  Members of the Group are Nelson Higa, Ray Kamikawa, and Thomas Yamachika.  They prefer to keep the meetings simple and unstructured so as to allow for more dialogue and interaction.  They suggested that the Commission take oral and written testimony (preferred) and that oral testimony be limited to one to three minutes.  Concerns were raised about transparency and due process.  They would prefer to take testimony at the beginning of the meeting which should be reflected in the agenda.  The Commission also wanted to allow time for consideration of the draft recommendations to the Council.    
6.
Commissioners discussed goals and objectives.  It was repeatedly pointed out throughout the meeting by one of the commissioners that the new tax for Residential Class A is unfair and unreasonable, and, therefore, he would like the Commission to address this issue.  It was agreed that the Commission needs to consider recommendations by both Administration, Council, and the public, then make their own recommendations.   Pending receipt of the current pending legislation, Chair suggested that for the next meeting Commissioners consider BFS’s wish list.  

7.
Announcement:  Next meeting, Wednesday, July 16, 2014.

8.
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 3:31 p.m.
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