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April 22, 2014

Budget Chair Ann Kobayashi
Honolulu City Council

City and County of Honolulu
Honolulu, HI 96813-3077

Re:  Testimony in Opposition to Bill 18
Relating To Minimum Real Property Tax

Aloha Chair Kobayashi and Members of the Budget Committee,

Child & Family Service (CFS} opposes Bill 18, which increases the minimum
real property tax for those exempt properties under Section 8.10.10 (real
property tax exemptions for charitable purposes). CFS is Hawai'i’s oldest and
largest social service nonprofit organization. Our services touch the lives of
40,000 citizens of this State annuglly.

Bill 25 (2014} proposes to raise the amount of the minimum real property
tax from $300 to an unknown amount beginning July 1, 2014. Without guidance

of the property tax Iiabilify scale, CFS would be unabile to budget effectively.

Further, the Bill proposes to change the exemption every year for the next 6

years, again to an unknown amount. Is it the intent to incrementally raise the
minimum real property tax beyond the current tax of $300 annually?

Because of this uncertainty, CFS urges the Budget Committee to refer this
proposed legislation to the Budget and Fiscal Department for consideration in
the City’s budget.

Mahalo for allowing us to submit testimony.

Sincerely,

Howard S. Garval
President and CEQO
MISC.COM, 996
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