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Aus B ~
From: Carey Foote [moiliHigarden~gmaiI.com]

Sent: Wednesday, August 07,2013 10:38 AM ~

Subject: Council Meeting Testimony Resolution 13-146

My nameis CareyFoote.I amthePresidentoftheMo’ili’ili CommunityGardenAssociationaswell as
PresidentoftheCommunityGardensCouncil.

As representativeof68 gardenersand 10 gardenpresidents,I would respectfullyurgetheCity Council
to be thoughtfulanddiligentin this endeavor.All of usarethrilledat theprospectofnewgardensand
gardeners,howeverwehavelearnedfrom experiencethat agoodcommunitygardenneedsto bebuilt
from therootsup. Much like amarriage,“it is not to beenteredinto unadvisedlyor lightly, but
reverently,deliberately,andin accordancewith thepurposesfor which it wasinstitutedby common
sense.”

Youneedaplan.

PleasehavetheDepartmentofPlanningandPermittingworkwith theDepartmentofParks&
Recreationto look for appropriateplaces.TheDPP is thebestresourcefor findingplacesthat arefreeof
pollutantsandtoxins.Freeofliensorfinancialburdens.FreeoftheN.I.M.B.Y. effect. (NotIn My Back
Yard.)Freeandclearpropertiesthat will not betakenawayfromgardenersshouldsomepasthistory
causethatto happen.

Propertiesthatareavailablein all areasthatareeasilyaccessiblewould beabig helpaswell. Most of
theurbanpopulationthatwantsto haveagardenreally don’t wantto haveto commutehalfwayacross
the island.

Pleaseconsidercostandresources.Therewill needto bemoneyallocatedto overseetheconstructionof
agardenandan infrastructurewill haveto bebuilt in eachgardenin orderfor gardenersto water.

Mostof the community gardens were built prior to the current ADA laws. Something like Manoa Community
Garden would serveas a goodexample with their pathways in ADA compliance.

Each community garden is scrupulous in ensuring that our water bill is paid; thoughwe know thatwe are being
subsidized by the City.Currently gardenersare paying $.1 0/sq. ft./peryear, when the actual cost is between $.30-
.40/sq. ft./peryear.

Although the communitygardensare supposedto take careof any problemswith theirown resources,the city
hasbeendoing a lot suchascutting/trimmingtrees,irrigation repairs,removalof trash/rubbish,etc.,by adding
moregardensthese addedcostsneedto be considered.

Easyto talk abouthavingmorecommunitygardens,butyou alsoneedto makesuremore resourcesaregiven to
supporttheirexistence.Mostof thecurrentcommunitygardensarein city parksoradjacentto themwhereyou
haveaccessto restroomfacilities, that’sanotherconsideration,WahiawaCommunityGardenrentstheir own
pOrtablerestroom.

Thereis alsothematterof theCommunityGardensCoordinator.WayneSasakiis goodat whathedoes,
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howeveronemancanonly do somuch.Hewill needsupportfor this.Heattendseverycommunity
gardenmonthly meetings,gardencouncilmeetings,individual gardenboardmeetings,aswell ashis
otherduties.Hewill needmoresupport.

Thankyou foryourtime andconsideration.

Respectfully,

CareyFoote
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