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June6, 2013

The HonorableErnestY. Martin
Chair,Honolulu City Council
HonoluluHale
530 S. King St.,Room 302
Honolulu,HI 96813

DearChairMartin andmembersof theHonolulu City Council:

My nameis JohnKeene,andJamtestifyingin supportof Bill 11, CD2, relatingto the City andCounty
Budget,with particularregardsto its supportof thosenonprofitorganizationsseekingto providegreatly-
neededcommunityservicesto the peopleof Oahu. I do this in my capacityasvicepresidentof
developmentfor oneof thoseorganizations. ShrinersHospitalsfor Children - Honolulu (SHCH). We are
part ofa nationalnetworkof childrenhospitalsspecializingin oi-thopaedicandburn care.

Our missionis to providethe highestquality carefor childrenwith neuromuscularandskeletal
conditions,post-burndeformitiesandotherorthopaedie-relatedspecialhealthcareneedswithin a
compassionate,family-centered,andcollaborativecareenvironment.We also educatephysiciansand
ancillaryhealthcareprofessionals.Moreover,we conductresearchto discovernewknowledgethat
improvesthe surgicaloutcomesandquality of life for our patients.Our missionis carried-outwithout
regardto race,color, gender,creed,religion or disability, or the ability to pay.

Since 1923,SHCH hasprovidedthehighestquality carefor morethan18,000of Hawaii’s childrenin
needof specializedorthopaedicandneuromuscularcare. Nearlyhalf its patientsare eitheruninsured,on
Medicaidor receivecoveragefrom carriersthatcoverlow-incomepatients.Many patientscopewith
severedisabilitiesandarrive usingcrutchesor wheelchairs.Theirexpectationis the life- changingcare
they will receivewill improve physicalfunctionsand/or appearances;provideopportunitiesto assert
maximumcontrol overtheir bodies;andincreasedconfidencewith ahealthierself-esteem.

TheFriendsof ShrinersHospitals— Honolulu, Inc. hasrequesteda $100,000grant-in-aidfrom the City
and Countyof Honolulu for FY 2014 to assistSHCH in completingthe final stageof thecapitalproject
for the new hospitalfacility, which will includethe internalbuild-outof theremainingportionsof the
projectandthe constructionof awmg whichtogetherdoublethe capacityof theHaleOhanal-’amily
Centerfrom ten (10) hotel-likeroomsto twepty(20) Coupledwith our recentapprovalof CDBG
funding,this modestrequestrepresentsabout1% of thetotal piojectcostof $73million, andwill be
expendeddirectly on constructionactivities

The sole purposeof the,HaleOhanaFamily Centeris to accommodatethetemporaryhousingneedsof
penuriusfamiliesiesidmgoutsideHonolulu’s uiban coreandare accompanyingtheir childienfor skilled
treatmentat ShiineisHospital Thenewhospitalfacility wasopenedin August2009 andconstructionof
the Education& AdministrationBuilding wascompletedin Decembei2010 Whatremamsis the final
build-outandinterior constructionoftheHaleOhanaFamily Center,from which SHCH~vill beableto
pi ovidenecessarysocial servicesandassistanceto additional familieswhile their childrenare eitherin the
hospital,or undergoingtreatmentandtherapyas outpatients. It shouldbenotedthatShriners
International,our parentorgaization,hasalreadyprovided85%,oftheproject’s$73 million cost.
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Thenew 135,919-sq.ft SHCH hospitalfacility includes:an open,two-story lobbywith an atrium;24
bedsin twelve inpatient rooms;two operatingsuiteswith a recoveryunit; an outpatientclinic with 13
examinationrooms;aphysicaltherapydepartment;an imagingdepartmentwith two digital radiography
rooms;aprostheticsandorthotics fitting room andfabricationlab; a children’slibrary; privateareasfor
patientregistrationandwaiting,a dining roomwhich is opento thepublic; adentalclinic thatprovides
free careto patients;andamplespacefor laundryservices,environmentservices,facility maintenance,
security,andstorage.

The Education& AdministrativeBuilding include: amulti-purposeauditorium;a dedicatedboardroom;
andofficesandmeetingroomsfor thehospital’sadministrationandmedicalstaff. Theauditoriumis
available‘for useby outsidenot-for-profit andnon-political organizationsat no charge,which allows
SHCHto initiate, developandenhancerelationshipswith otherhealthcareprofessionalsandcommunity
organizations.

TheHale OhanaFamily CenterandRecreationalTherapywing featuresa 10-unitfamily quarters;
completewith a largekitchen; recreationalanddining areas;andsizablecommonspaceequippedwith
TVs andcomputerswith internetaccess.Thisnewfacility hassinceprovenitself cost-effectivein terms
of reducingtransportationand lodgingcostsfor needyfamilies; andmostimportantly,providing for the
immediateproximity of children’sfamilies duringperiodsof hospitalizationwhich facilitatesa faster
recoverytime for thesefragile patients. Whenfully completed,SHCHcanhouseandserveabout625
patientfamilies,of whom about60%resideat or belowthe federalpovertylevel andcould not otherwise
afford suchaccornodationsneartheir child.

SuCH is fully compliantwith all applicablestateandfederalstandardsandguidelinesregardingthe
constructionof amodernmedicalfacility, andis particularly sensitiveto thoserequirementswhich ensure
public accessfor personswith physicaldisabilities- giventhe ShrineisHospitals’missionandthe general
demographicsof theSHCH patientbase Furthermore,SHCHhasalwaysadheredto all statedapplicable
federalguidelinesregardingfair laborstandards,both in its operationsanddui ing theperiod of
constructionof thenew facilities, andwill continueto do so.

We appreciatethe supportof theCity andCountyof Honoluluin assistinguswith the completionof our
projectwhich servesasignificantcommunityneed Mahalonui ba foi theopportunityto testify

Sincerelyyouis

I’
JOHN C KEENE
Vice Presidentof Development
ShrinersHospitalsfor Children.—Honolulu i,,, ., , ,, ~, ,~ , ,


