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SUBJECT: Requesting Support for the Grant in Aid in City’s Operating Budget forKokua
Kalihi Valley Elder Care Center Renovations

I work for Kokua Kalihi Valley, a 501(c)(3), Federally-Qualified Health Center that has served
the Kalihi Valley community since 1972. Throughout our 40 years, we have listened carefully to
the community’s needs, implementing successful, evidence-based programs to promote our
mission of healing and reconciliation.

In 2012, our 175 staff members provided comprehensive medical, dental, behavioral and
preventive health services to 10,400 patients and many more community members, including
nearly 600 elders. In recent years we have successfully completed two major capital projects:
the construction of our 12,000 square foot Charles Judd Community Health Center in 2001, and
the renovation of our 16,500 square foot Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Wellness Center — with the
help of CDBG funds — in 2012. Our Accounting Department is currently managing over 50
grants from Federal, State, and City & County agencies as well as local and national private
foundations.

I share these details with you to highlight KK'V’s capacity to steward CDBG funds effectively
and efficiently. But I also want to share with you a sense of the healing that takes place every day
at the Gulick Elder Center, which is the subject of our current CDBG request.

At the Gulick Elder Center, we provide Kalihi Valley seniors with a wide array of health
promotion services that enable them to continue living dignified and meaningful lives. Our
programs include evidence-based health maintenance activities; case management; caregiver
support and respite; as well as on-site medical, dental and psychiatric care. Every day, close to
100 elders gather to dance, eat, socialize and learn, becoming active members of their
community, and taking active control of their own health.

At Kokua Kalihi Valley, all of the seniors we serve are low-income and of the highest social
need. For these elders, the barriers to health and healthcare are social as well as physical, as
many do not speak English and need help to navigate forms as well as hallways. By providing all
of these services in one location, with a multiethnic staff that speaks over 20 A/PI dialects, we
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