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CouncilMembers
CouncilmanJoeyManahan,District VII
City & CountyofHonolulu
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,HI 96813

SUBJECT: RequestingSupport for the Grant in Aid in City’s Operating Budget forKokua
Kalihi Valley Elder Care Center Renovations

I work for KokuaKalihi Valley, a 501(c)(3),Federally-QualifiedHealthCenterthat hasserved
theKalihi Valleycommunitysince1972.Throughoutour40 years,wehavelistenedcarefully to
the community’s needs,implementingsuccessful,evidence-basedprogramsto promote our
missionofhealingandreconciliation.

In 2012, our 175 staff membersprovided comprehensivemedical, dental, behavioral and
preventivehealth servicesto 10,400patientsand manymore communitymembers,including
nearly600 elders. In recentyears wehavesuccessfullycompletedtwo major capitalprojects:
theconstructionof our 12,000squarefoot CharlesJuddCommunityHealthCenterin 2001, and
therenovationofour 16,500squarefoot Harry& JeanetteWeinbergWellnessCenter— with the
help of CDBG funds — in 2012. Our AccountingDepartmentis currently managingover 50
grants from Federal,State, and City & County agenciesaswell as local and nationalprivate
foundations.

I sharethesedetailswith you to highlight KKV’s capacityto stewardCDBG funds effectively
andefficiently. But I also wantto sharewith youa senseofthehealingthat takesplaceeveryday
at theGulick ElderCenter,which is thesubjectofourcurrentCDBGrequest.

At the Gulick Elder Center,we provide Kalihi Valley seniorswith a wide array of health
promotion servicesthat enablethem to continue living dignified and meaningful lives. Our
programsinclude evidence-basedhealth maintenanceactivities; casemanagement;caregiver
supportandrespite;aswell ason-sitemedical,dentaland psychiatriccare. Every day,closeto
100 elders gather to dance, eat, socialize and learn, becoming active membersof their
community,andtaking activecontroloftheirown health.

At Kokua Kalihi Valley, all of the seniorsweserveare low-income and of the highestsocial
need.For theseelders,thebarriers to health and healthcareare socialas well as physical,as
manydo not speakEnglishandneedhelp to navigateformsaswell ashallways.By providing all
of theseservicesin onelocation,with a multiethnicstaff that speaksover 20 A!PI dialects,we

Providing Medical & Dental Services, Health EdUcation, Family Planning, Perinatal, WIC and Social Services to
Kalihi Valley residents since 1972. Neighbors being neighborly toneighborsMJ~~COM.
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