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TestimonyofKumu Hula Vicky Holt Takamine
In Supportof

CouncilmemberAnn Kobayashi’sproposedamendmentto Bill 11 addingfunding for programdevelopmentsupport
of artistsandartsorganizationsprovidingaffordablehousingandcreativeartspacesfor artistsin Kaka’akoand

supportfor funding for Hawai’i Theatre.
HonoluluCity Council
Committeeon Budget

CouncilmemberAnn Kobayashi,Chair
CouncilmemberStanlyChang,Vice Chair

Bill 11(2013)ProposedCD2,FD1 — ExecutiveOperatingBudgetandProgram
Wednesday,June5, 2013
City CouncilCommitteeMeetingRoom

Aloha,

My nameis Vicky Holt Takamine.I amthekumuhulaof PuaAli’i ‘Ilima celebrating36 yearsof teachinghula in
theCity & Countyof Honolulu. I amalso theexecutivedirectorofPA’I Foundation,a nonprofit artsorganization
whosemissionis to advocatefor theprotectionof nativerights andthenatural& culturalresourcesofHawai’i.

I write in supportof CouncilmemberKobayashi’sproposedamendmentto Bill 11 for programdevelopmentsupport
for artistsandartsorganizationsprovidingaffordablehousingandcreativeartspacesfor artistsinKaka’akoandin
supportof funding for Hawai’i Theatre.

How do wedefineourcity? What is ourvision for a vibrantcommunityof residentsandvisitors. Whatattracts
visitors to anycity andcontributesto the healthandwelfareof Honolulu. ForyearstheCity & Statehaveused
native Hawaiiancultureto promotethecity of Honoluluandthestateof Hawai’i & tourismbuthaveputvery little
supportinto the infrastructurethat theymarket. NativeHawaiiansarealwaysaskedto bring their huladancersto
openingceremonies,perform for tourists,launchingof newbusinesses,provideentertainmentfor eventsandteach
visitors.

Hãlauhulaare the largestcommunityofartistsin the stateandmayhavethe largestfollowing ofpractitionersin the
world. Japan& Mexicomayhavemorehuladancersthanthestateof Hawai’i. Annually,thousandsof Japanese
hula dancerstravelto Hawai’i to learnandperformhula,bringingthousandsof dollarsin revenue. Yethalauhula
are the leastsupportedby anystateor city agencyin Hawai’i.

Fundingcouldsupporta seriesofprofessionaldevelopmentworkshopsforbothnativeHawaiianandresidentartists
and artsorganizationswithin theCity & Countyof Honoluluandincreasecapacityfor our artistsandarts
organizations.

Hawai’i Theatreis thepremierefacility for Hawaiianentertainmentandfundraisingeventsfor halauhulaandmid
size artsorganizations.Thestaffat Hawai’i Theatreis verysupportiveandworkswith our organizationsto ensurea
successfulevent. Fundingto supportHawai’i Theatrewill ensurethat local peopleandHawaiianentertainmentina
premiereartsfacility will beaffordable. Welove theBlaisdell ConcertHall, butwecan’tafford to useit. Our
peoplecan’tafford theticketprices. Its nota viablefacility wherea $17-$47 ticketpricewill coverexpensesand
still makea decentprofit.
I urgethe City Councilto supportincreasedfundingfor cultureandthe arts.

Mahalonui ba,

Vicky Holt Takamine

MISC. COM. 1254
Council


