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Testimony on Bill 11 (2014), CD2

Presented to Ernest Y. Martin, Council Chair
And Members of the City Council of Honolulu

By Deborah L.K. Spencer-Chun, M.S.W.
Adult Friends for Youth
President and CEO

Chair Martin and Members of the City Council of Honolulu, I am here to testify in
support of Bill 11 (2014) , CD2 which will provide Grants in Aid to financially support
much needed programs such as Adult Friends for Youth.

Before taking on my role as President and CEO, I spent over 20 years in the field
working directly with youth. I have seen the successes when youth are provided with
opportunities, guidance, and a safe, non-judgmental, nurturing, and respectful place to
develop as productive and contributing members of society. But unfortunately I have
also witnessed that at a young age, many of our youth fall prey to gangs, crime, drugs
and violence which includes cyber bullying, human trafficking and other traumas.
Times have changed.

We have witnessed fights and violence escalate to another level and technology
affecting this matter in many ways. Youth as well as adults have used the internet to
post fights which lead to other fights or post comments that enflame a situation.
Twenty years ago, we would get a call to respond to a fight and be able to deal with the
few youth involved. Today we get a call and large numbers of people are already
present at the scene causing the incidents to flare up unnecessarily and become a huge
safety risk to the communities at large.

Adult Friends for Youth provides young people with the appropriate services such as
weekly counseling sessions to address and resolve their needs and to overcome these
negative influences. Our services are long term (average 3-4 years) and help to
provide the stability and continuity for our clients. We go beyond the normal day by
giving our clients our cell numbers. This allows the clients to have access to their
worker 24/7 which has become a lifeline for many over the years and provided an
opportunity to resolve situations quickly and effectively. AFY does not have a
termination policy which allows the youth to come back at any time in their lives to
seek the appropriate services or referral they need.

The commitment is to make a difference by helping young people to develop and
become productive citizens. Our youth deserves our help and more importantly they
deserve to be protected. Our schools, police, and judicial system can’t do this alone.
Adult Friends for Youth are here to support the efforts of making Hawaii a safe and
healthy place for all.

I ask that you support Bill 11 (2014), CD2 as it will provide the financial support to
Adult Friends for Youth to continue their services in many of our communities.
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