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Chairmanandmembersof theCity Council,I amhereto testify in supportof theGrant-In-Aid
proposalin Bill 11(2013),CD2 for Adult Friendsfor Youth. Thisbill will allow Adult Friends
for Youthto provideservicesfor studentswho are atrisk atFarrington,Campbell,Kapolei,and
LeilehuaHigh Schools.

Hello, mynameis OnolinaTaotofi, andI oncewasaclientof Adult Friendsfor Youth. I am a
graduateof FamngtonHigh Schoolclassof 2011.Within my four yearsthere,I waspartof an
all-boy gangfrom Kuhio ParkTerrace.Gettinginto fights andbeingsuspendedor sentto thevice
principaPsoffice wasnormal for me. Sincethatwasnormal for me, my academicswerenot
lookingtoo goodatthe time. AFY helpedme a lot whenI was in trouble,especiallymy social
worker,Mo Maumalaga.Findingout thatwe hadsimilarbackgroundsdrewme closerto him and
all of theotherstaffat AFY as well. I wasthe only femalein the groupthat I was in. Our group
meetingswereweeklyandthatgaveusa feelingofbeingcaredfor. Wewould alsogo on outings
to thebeachor to the moviesandI really felt like thathelpedusnot only stayout of trouble,but
alsoto havefun andenjoythepositivevibes.Wealwayslookedforwardto ournextmeetings
with Mo because,althoughwe hadfun, whenit camedownto business,healwayskeptit real
withus. As for academics,Mo wouldroundup all who neededhelp in anyof their classesand
takeusto AFY!s office sothat wehadaplaceto studyanddo our homework.Individually, Mo
alsohelpedme stayout of troubleby suggestingthat I play sportsto keepme occupiedandto
managemy freetime positively andwisely. Becauseof thetrustthat wasbuilt, I consideredit. I
tried out for Farrington’svolleyball teamandI madeit. Fromthereon, I playedclubvolleyball
for ImpactHawaii. With this club, I attendedabig tournamentin Vegaswhererecruitsfrom all
overtheU.S.cameto scout.I hadtheprivilegeto playvolleyball atthe collegiatelevel for Coach
KanoeBandyatTaft Collegefor thepasttwo years.Thanksto the financialsupportof Ronald
OyamaandAFY, I wasable to attendthetournamentthat changedmy life. Now I planon
returningbackto Taft for onemoreyearto completemyAssociatesin SocialWork andmoveon
to auniversity sothat I can earnmy Mastersbecausemy goal is to returnto Hawaii to work for
AFY. AFY hasimpactedmy life in numerousways.Theyhavehelpedmemakechoicesthatlead
mein the pathfor abetterandbrighterfuture.

I knowthatAFY hastheability to helpa lot of highriskedkids whoare in thesituationthatI was
in, or maybeworse.I believethatAFY canhelp communitiesthroughoutHawaiiandis capable
of reachingthe lives of kidswho are lostandneedsomeoneto carefor andencouragethemto be
their bestandto reachtheir potential.

I askthatyouwould supportBill 11 CD2 as it will providethefinancialmeansfor AFY to
continueto helpandservethesehigh-riskkids who are thefuture of our communities.
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