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Chairmanandmembersofthe City Council, I amhereto testify in supportoftheGrant-In-Aid
proposalin Bill 11(2013),CD2for Adult Friendsfor Youth. This bill will allowAdult Friends
forYouth to providecounselingservices,programs,events,andactivities for at-riskyouthat
Farrington,Campbell,Kapolei,andLeileihuaHigh Schools.

Beforebecomingaclinician andco-teacheroftheCompetencyBasedHigh SchoolDiploma
Program(C-BASE) atAdult Friendsfor Youth, I wasnot exposedto manyofthestrugglesthat
themajorityof teenagersarefacedwith onaday-to-daybasis. HavingattendedPunahouSchool
for themajorityofmy life andbeingraisedunderthe careoftwo over-protectiveparents,I was
shelteredin thesensethatI hadnot experiencedmanyofthepresentproblemsthat existin the
communities. Today,I seethatthe youthpopulationofHawaii facesmanychallenges
throughouttheiradolescentyearswith regardsto awidevarietyoffactorsincludingeducation,
socialinteractions,and drugs. At Adult Friendsfor Youth, wework asa teamto providethe
supportandservicestheseadolescentsneedin orderto becomesuccessfulcontributorsand
leadersof thenextgeneration.Throughtherelationshipthat is built with our students,both
groupandindividual counseling,andactivitieswhich exposethemto newexperiences,youth are
giventhetoolsandopportunitiesthatare essentialin living ahealthyandsafelifestyle. Their
experiencesin the groupoffer theguidanceandsupportthatareneededto becomewell-rounded
individualsandmakepositivedecisionsin life.

I askthat you supportBill 11 CD2asit will providethefinancialmeansfor youthto obtainthe
servicesnecessaryto assistthemin becomingproductivemembersoftheHawaii community.
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