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CouncilChairErnieMartin andMembersof the City Council
530 SouthKing Street,Room 202
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

AlohaCouncilChairMartin andMembersofthe City Council!

My nameis Angel PangandI amhumblyrequestingyour support for Bill 11 (2013)CD2. I
havebeenwith the DyslexiaTutoringCenterofHawaii, Inc. (DTCH) sinceits conceptionin 2004.I ama
dyslexicindividual andthedaughterof MargarettePang,butthatis not why I amaskingfor your support.

Dyslexiacomesin differentseventies.Fromavery youngagemy brotherhasstruggledin school.
His experienceswerehorrendousandhe sufferedfrom humiliationandabusefrom his teachers.It was
not until hewas in middle schoolthatour family was awareof thecauseof his struggles,Dyslexia.

By thattime he wasgradelevelsbehindhispeersandhehaddifficulty catchingup. Hehad
becomeavery darkandangry person.ThoughI am alsodyslexic,my strugglesseemedmild comparedto
my brother’s.It didn’t seemfair thathehadit harderthanI did. I helpedmy brotherandhis friends,who
werealsodyslexic,with their homeworkandprojects,becauseI couldn’tstandby andwatch themstrife.

Withoutthe supportandunderstandingmy brotherreceived,hewould nothavebeenableto
graduate.He wouldhaveprobablydroppedout. It is my brothe?sstrugglesandthestrugglesof his friends
that inspiredmeto takethis path.

DTCHhasmadeit apriority to helpthosein povertyandhavedonesofor 9 years.If thechildren
don’t knowhowto readandwrite, howwill theybe ableto becomeproductivemembersof society?

Many of our studentsdon’t seethe “light” ahead.Theyarepreparedto acceptthe samefatethat
hasbeenthrustupon their ‘ohana.We, DTCH, striveto changethat. We not only educatethesestudents,
but we empowerthemto seektheir bestabilities.Don’t we all wantto educateourkeiki andlower
poverty?

This bill is muchneeded.Thereis no otherplace,throughoutthe state,thatcando whatDTCH
hasbeendoingfor thedyslexiccommunity.DTCHtries it’s bestto serviceas manystudentsas possible,
but it is very difficult withoutasecuresite.

Too oftenwe areunableto serviceourstudentsfor the lengthof timetheyneedbecauseour
locationchanges.This is why Bill 11(2013)CD2 is importantto me.

Throughmy journeywith DTCH I havecomeacrosscountlessindividualswith the same
strugglesas my brother.Theseindividualsshouldnot haveto experiencewhathe had. DTCHcanhelp
preventothersfrom sufferingthe samepainmy brotherhad,while providing themwith asafe,
comfortableandstableplaceto go.
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