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TESTIMONY IN STRONGSUPPORTGRANT-IN-AID AMENDMENT BILL 11(2013),CD2

DearCouncil ChairErnieMartin andCouncilmembers,

HawaiiFish Company(HFC), formedin 1978,hasbeenoperatingontheNorth Shoreof Oahufor morethan25
years.HFC is a memberof theNorth ShoreChamberof Commerceanda founding memberof theNorth Shore
EconomicVitality Partnership.I amwriting in strongsupportof the $75,000Grant-in-AirAmendment,Bill II
(2013),CD2; $25,000of this grant-in-aidwill supporttheNorth ShoreEconomicClustersofOpportunityStrategic
Plan.

Thecurrentlackof economicopportunityon theNorth Shore,our service-driveneconomy,andthehighcostof
living arethe underlyingdriversof unemploymentandunderemployment,andtheincreasein homelessness,drug
use,andthedepartureof kamaainafrom theregion. Theseproblemsunderscoretheurgencyof our community’s
focuson increasedjob creationandeconomicdiversification.

To helpaddresstheseproblemsandopportunities,North Shorecommunityleaderswantto betterunderstandthe
region’srapidly changingeconomicenvironment. TheNorth ShoreEconomicClustersprojectwill developan
actionable,industry-drivenstrategicplanthat is supportedby dataanda frameworkfor implementation.

Broadcommunitysupportalreadyexistsfor this importantproject,andincludes:TheNorth ShoreEconomic
Vitality Partnership,theNorth ShoreChamberof Commerce,andrepresentativesfromlocal smallandlarge
businesses,theNorth ShoreCommunityLandTrust, OHA, andKamehemehaSchools. Preliminaryfinancial
supportof $90,000hasalreadybeenraisedfromKamehamehaSchools,TheAthertonFamily Foundation,Turtle
Bay Resort,theStateOffice of HawaiianAffairs, First Wind, KualoaRanch,KahukuSugarMill, Van’sTriple
Crownof Surfing, Monsanto,Lucky andMarilyn Cole, Syngenta,Kua AmaBurgersandScottWallace. However,
City and County of Honolulu support is required for our community to pursue federal support applications
(EDA, USDA, etc.).

Acrossthecountry, ruralregionsarepartneringwith theprivatesectorthroughthe clusterprocessto driveeconomic
recovery.HFC hopesthat you will seethe importanceandvalueofthis community-driveneconomicdevelopment
opportunity,andrespectfullyrequestsyour supportofthe subjectGrant-in-Aid Amendment,Bill 11(2013),CD2.

Sincerely,

RonaldP. Weidenbach
HFC Co-owner/Manager
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