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May 30, 2013 r
Council ChairMartin andCouncil members:

I amwriting in strongsupportofthe Grant-In-Aidproposalin Bill 11(2013),CD2 for Adult
Friendsfor Youth (AFY) andtheservicestheyprovidefor thehigh-risk youth in ourcommunity
andcommunitiesaroundOahu.

As theprincipalofKapoleiHigh School,I haverelied on AFY to provide interventionfor our
troubledteensandto mediatein resolvingconflicts betweenindividualsandgroups. AFY
currentlyworks with 3 groupson campus.Fightingwasamajorproblemin somegroups.
Throughtheirgroupsessionsandmediationservices,fighting wasreduced,resultingin acalmer
andsafercampus.Althoughtheywork with 3 groups,theirworkhasimpactedtheentirestudent
body.

I alsoappreciatethework AFY hasdonein helping ourhigh risk youth addressfamily and
personalissues,andin encouragingandworking with themto improvetheiracademic
performance.Theirability to connectwith themulti-arrayofstudents,aswell asbeingavailable
whenacrisis occurshasbeenextremelybeneficial.

AFY providesavital service.Pleasehelpsupportour studentsby supportingAdult Friendsfor
Youth whodirectly impactthebehaviorsof ourstudents.Pleasefeel free to call meat 808-692-
8200if you haveanyquestions.

Sincerely,

EldenM. Esmeralda
Principal
KapoleiHigh School
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