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Merle C. Tashiro
62 E. Hawaii Street

Kahului, Maui, HI 96732

May 30,2013

Council ChairErnieMartin andMembersofCity Council
530 SouthKing Street,Room202
Honolulu,HI 96813

Re: Bill 11(2013)andDTCH

DearCouncil ChairErnieMartin andMembersoftheCity council,

Aloha, my nameis Merle Tashiro. I amwriting in supportofBill 11(2013). I ama
parent(bornandraisedin Hawaii, particularlyMaui) with achild who suffersfrom
DyslexiaandADHD. My sonis in desperateneedfor tutoring. DyslexiaTutoring
CenterofHawaii hascertifiedtutorsin an Orton-Gillinghambasedreadingprogram.
Whichis usuallyneededfor adyslexicperson.

I havebeenadvocatingformy sonfor thepast8 years. ThenumberonethingI’ve been
askingtheDOE for is tutoring. I did myresearch.I eventriedto educatetheschool(s)
aboutDyslexia. I flew DTCHoverto Maui for aseminarcalled“What is Dyslexia?”
I’ve mentionabouthow Congresscreateda “NationalReadingPanel”to find out how
childrenlearnto read. TherearebasicallyS components.1—PhonemicAwareness,2—
Phonics,3—SpellingandVocabulary,4—Fluency,and5—Comprehension.National
ReadingPanelindicatedthatit is to be taughtin this sequence.

Becausemy sonhasDyslexia,hehasnevermasteredthefirst 3 basicreadingskills. He
learnsdifferently. I thinkhisHigh Schoolfeelsit is ridiculousto be teachinga student
thesebasicreadingskills in high schoolandtruly do not understandDyslexia. So they
decidedto concentrateon fluencyandcomprehension.That’sjust ridiculous. I gavethe
schoolanalogies...You’re putting an entertainmentcentertogether,if you skip thefirst
few “steps”, it’s not goingto turn outright. . .WhenI startedmy careerofbecomingan
electricianwith my dad,hetaughtmehowto wire houses.Whenit wastimeto takethe
testto becomealicensedjourneymanelectrician,I couldnotpass.Why? BecauseI did
not getthefoundationlunderstandingofharvestingelectricityand electricalcodes,NEC.
OnceI did, passingthetestwasabreeze.This is thesameformy sonandhis reading.
Without the“foundation” ofbasicreadingskills andthe“understanding”ofthewritten
language,how canhemoveforward? This is whereDTCH comesin. DTCHhasa
purpose.Theyprovidethis foundationlunderstandingfor Dyslexic students.
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I feel thatDTCH is different from othernon-profitorganizations.Theyactuallydo make
adifferencein a child’s life. By teachingthemhow to readandunderstandwhatthey
readandmore. “Hawaii Starspresents...with Kimo KahoanoandCarolKai” hada
specialcalled“ReadFirst”. I criedwatchingthis televisionspecial. It showedhow
importantreadingis. Thelocal guestson theshowexpressedhow readingopeneddoors,
broughtopportunities,andliterally openedtheworldto them.

Beforefinding DTCH, I went to othernon-profitorganizations,seekinghelpfor my son.
Theseothernon-profitorganizationsgave“information”. DTCH actuallydoes
something.Theytutor. Theymakeadifference. Theygive understandingto their
studentsabouttheirdisability.

My sonhasmanycousins. I havewitnessedmanyofhis cousinsgoingthewrongpath.
TheyaregoodheartedpeoplewhoprobablyhasDyslexia(dyslexiais hereditary)but
nevergot thehelptheyneeded.Somedid servetime in jail. Statisticsshowahigh
percentageofinmatesin jail, havingsometypeoflearningdisability.

In conclusion,I haveexpressedtheneedfor anon-profitorganizationlike DTCH. As
Council Memberswho havetheauthorityto makeadifference,pleaseconsiderBill 11
andDyslexiaTutoring CenterofHawaii. Please“opentheeyesof yourhearts”to make
theright decision.Politiciansshouldhelppoliticiansto makethingsright. Congresslaid
thefoundationabouteducation,but becauseHI-DOE doesnotvoluntarilyprovidewhatis
needed(thatis why therearesomanyDueProcessHearings),aspoliticians,Be
Pono.. .Do theright thing. GivethepeopleofHawaii theopportunityto havesomewhere
to go to gainskills (readingandwriting) thatcanleadthemto positiveopportunities.To
preparethemfor furthereducation,employmentandindependentlives. Statisticsshow
that 15 to 20 percentofthepopulationhassomeseverityofdyslexia.

Mahalo,
Merle Tashiro
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